
THE BRIDGE SCHOOLS 
 
 
Kannadapalayam Bridge School 
 
The School runs out of rented space.  The daughter of the owner of the space as working 
as a Teacher with Pasumai.  She died in 2008, and in her memory this space was created.  
Her mother cooks the noon meal for the 55 School-age (6-14 yrs) + 17 Pre-primary             
(5 and less) children, coming from the nearby 2 brick kilns, who attend this School – as 
against 117 + 78 in the remaining 6 brick kilns in the vicinity (See Annexure). 
 
Ms. V. Dhanalakshmi and Ms. D. Rosy are the Teachers here.  They both hail from 
Aranvoyal village, which is about 10 Kms. from the School. While the former has 8 years 
of experience, the latter has 4 .  Both of them have studied upto only 12th Standard.  They 
are very well clued on to their tasks and have an endearing disposition.  Between July-
December, they volunteer at the Panchayat Union Primary School at Puduchathram.  
 
 

 
 
The children are eager to come to School, and most of them attend the regular School in 
their village, when they go back.  They are able to read, write and draw.  Their 
knowledge of numbers is good. 
 
The methodology used in the School to teach is the Activity Based Learning (ABL) 
Method practised in all Government Schools in Tamil Nadu from Classes 1-4, 



popularized in Tamil Nadu under the national-level programme called Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan (SSA). The ABL Method is an excellent way of learning, since learning happens 
within a mixed age group. 
 
 
Rajankuppam Bridge School 
 
The School runs out of space provided by the 2 brick kilns.  The School runs in a large 
room attended by 40 School-age + 20 Pre-primary children – the total being 41 + 55 The 
brick kilns also provide biscuits in the evening for the children.  No noon-meal is 
provided for the children.  They walk down to their homes and have food. 
 
Ms. S. Arokiyamary is the sole Teacher here.  She hails from Tirur village, which is 
about 15 Kms. from the School. She is an Undergraduate in History, and has 8 years of 
teaching experience.  Very cheerful in nature, the children like her a lot.  

 
 
The children come to School regularly, and some of them attend the regular School in 
their village, when they go back.  They are able to read, write and draw.  They displayed 
their reading abilities, and it was quite impressive. 
 
The methodology used in the School to teach is the Activity Based Learning (ABL) 
Method. 
 
 
 



Puduchathram Bridge School 
 
The School runs out of space provided by the 2 brick kilns, Sai Bala and Balakrishna.  
The School runs in a large roofless room surrounded by leafy trees, attended by 39 
School-age + 22 Pre-primary children.  The brick kilns also provide biscuits in the 
evening for the children.  No noon-meal is provided for the children.  They walk down to 
their homes and have food. 
 
Ms. M. Sumithra is the sole Teacher here.  She hails from Tirur village, which is about 12 
Kms. from the School. She has studied upto 12th Standard, and has 8 years of teaching 
experience.  Ever smiling and happy in nature, the children adore her.  

  
 
The children come to School regularly, and some of them attend the regular School in 
their village, when they go back.  They are able to read, write and draw.  They displayed 
their reading, writing and drawing abilities, and the skills were good. 
 
The methodology used in the School to teach is the Activity Based Learning (ABL) 
Method. 
 
Nemam – Panchayat Union Primary School-attached 
 
The PUPS School is located right across the road from the 2 brick kilns, from where 22 
School-age children attend.  Like the other children in the School, these children too get 
the noon meal. 



 
 
The children come to School regularly, and most of them attend the regular School in 
their village, when they go back.  The 2 Teachers there reported that they are able to read, 
write and draw.  Since the families had already left for their villages in early June, there 
were only 4 children, and they seemed very happy with the others, despite not wearing 
the school uniform that the others wore. 
 
Ms. B. Radha is the sole Teacher here.  She hails from Manavala Nagar, which is about 
15 Kms. from the School. She is an Undergraduate in History, and has 3 years of 
teaching experience.  She was out of town, and so I did not meet her.  
 
 
The methodology used in the School to teach is the Activity Based Learning (ABL) 
Method. 
 

FOLLOW-UP VISITS 
 
Follow-up visits of 2-3 days’ duration were undertaken 6 times last year – 5 times to 
Villupuram from where maximum children come and once to Virudhunagar-Tirunelveli.  
 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 
 

1. The children above 8 years come to School only after having worked with their 
parents from day-break.  Provision of Nutrition is a must. 

2. Despite 1 above, the children are fully engaged in the learning process. 
3. Enough Teaching and Learning materials are not available. 



4. Being a Bridge School, an evaluation of the learning beyond that conceived under 
SSA will help the children when they go back to their regular School in their 
village. 

5. Follow-up visits to each area should be done atleast as often as budgeted, since 
this ensures that there are no drop-outs. 

 
SUGGESTIONS 

 
1. Provision of Nutrition is a must. 
2. Efforts to be made to access help and if possible funds from the Government 

under the National Child Labour Project. Read Grant-in-aid Scheme at 
http://labour.nic.in/cwl/childlabour.htm 

3. Mentoring could help in lateral thinking, and to find innovative solutions to 
issues. 

 
ASPIRATION 

 
Given Mr. Murthy’s commitment and abilities and our extended support, Pasumai could 
easily grow to be like “Arunodhaya Centre for Street and Working Children”, an NGO in 
Chennai – check arunodhayacentre.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


