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Introduction:

Magu Madhura Kalike-an educational Project is supported with the fellowship of ASHA for education. It functions in 15 schools of the Rayee cluster of Dakshina Kannada district and aims edifice primary education, effective. This is done by constant get in touch with representatives of the community, parents, teachers and the department and by conducting auxiliary programmes. Recent emphasis is more on advocacy, production of supportive materials and a related manual to effective education. The report gives an overall picture of the activities of the last six months.

Recent development in Education scenario

Recently there have been some changes in the field of education. Some of the decisions/stance taken by the government provided heed to discussions. The government stated that, English should be taught in first standard itself as a language. It created a vast for and against situation in the society. 

Some argue that for the sake of future of rural children English should be taught from the first standard itself. But others say it will affect local languages. Teaching English as a language from first standard is advisable in the context of social justice. But it should be communicative English. Teaching alphabet is not helpful, but should make children able to speak English. Major issue here is, is our primary schools have supportive environment to teach English from first standard.

The government is getting ready to pass the bill on child rights and compulsory primary education. Though it is appreciable it should be efficient and effective. The central government is revising national school curriculum. If the confusions on the school curriculum solved it could make learning dearer to children.
Intervention

Regular Interaction

1. Parents

2. Teachers 

3. Member of SDMC

4. Leaders of the community

Outcome of the Interactions are, 

· Teachers Network 

· Teachers workshops 

· health awareness programmes 

· watching election by children

· poster campaign on school enrolment

· supplementary manuals

· preparation of supplementary teaching materials

· consultation on national curriculum

· state and district level education forums 

· Network and Advocacy 

Regular Interaction

The Project is functioning in 15 schools of Rayi Cluster for the development of schools by constant contact with parents, leaders of the community, teachers, the peoples’ representatives and youth organisations.

Parents/Community Leaders:  

The Project is working through the implementation committee of the community school Project that includes the local representatives of the people and the Community and teachers and the department. Attention is given to education development through constant contact with the community, representatives of the people and the teachers and the departments.  It organized meetings involving parents, teachers, youth organizations and representatives of the people. Dialogues were taken place on school development, Importance of children’s enrollment in school (especially girl child) and quality education with the people.  This helped to create awareness and interest in the community on education. 

Because of these dialogues, representatives of the people and parents are serious on issues related to the school. The land dispute of the Hennur Padav School is solved and a building has been constructed on the site. Classes will commence in the building this academic year onwards. Representatives of the youth and women organizations show more and more interest on school and children’s education especially encourage girl children to go to school. Their participation in poster campaign on school enrollment was active and encouraging.

Health awareness programmes 

Even today awareness on health in rural areas is very less. People do not attend to their illness until it become serious. In spite of going to the doctors sometimes they go to Babas or Mantravadis. Children especially girl children neglected most regarding their health. This negligence not only affects their health but also affects attendance in the school and their learning. A health awareness programme has been organized in this regard in Kerebali School. Expert doctors guided children and their parents on child health.

Poster campaign on school enrollment

Last year a week long girl child school enrolment campaign was organized and objective of the campaign are, enrolling children to the school and bringing back school drop outs to the school, publicity on the importance of education of girl child, encouraging girl children to higher education. Through the campaign many children are enrolled to the school. Positive point of the campaign is government also organized school enrollment campaign and thus responded to our motive in the same year. 

Supplementary to this campaign, a poster campaign to create awareness on school enrollment was organized. Posters are printed and exhibited widely to encourage enroll children to the school. Government high schools organization supported this campaign and many children who are out of school are enrolled to the school. 

Manual for Supportive material

Preparing supplementary activity models to make primary education more effective, teaching method dearer to children and to bring localness to the curriculum are on progress. A manual is prepared through consultative meetings and workshops involving eminent educationists, and innovative people in the field of education. The work is in its final stage. 

The manual provides information on supplementary material to text books of 1st and 5th standards as well as bibliography of availability of resources. Discussions are on the way with the department of education regarding implementation of the manual. Simultaneously preparations are going on to conduct second level workshop. 

Process of preparing Flip chart on social science teaching 

Preparation of manual on supportive material to make class room activities effective is under progress. Based on this, efforts are going on to prepare a flip chart to make social science texts of 5th and 6th standards more attractive and critical. Common notion of the teachers regarding social science text books are it is a boring subject. They complain there are no supplementary materials available and none tried to make it attractive to the children. Teachers’ are right. Social science lessons have very less supplementary materials compared to other text books. The vacuum of Confusions prevailing on what kind of material should be developed made us to develop a flipchart to teach social science.  In addition, through social science lessons we can make children socially committed and concerned. Because of all these reasons social science texts should be given more attention. In this regard we are developing materials keeping in mind gender sensitivity, social justice, rights and responsibilities of children. Since these flipcharts are completely based on text books teachers need not bring text books to the classes. Instead they can use flipcharts to conduct classes. Through the flipcharts teachers can command   more respect from students. There is a plan to provide additional reading materials on related subjects. Because of financial constraints for the time being we are developing flipcharts only. 

Many educationists, subject experts (history, civics, political science, geography etc), gender experts, dalit leaders, advocates, artists participated in the workshop. 

Meetings: Conceptual discussions held on preparing teaching flipchart in the first meeting. It also covered issues such as necessity and nature of the flipchart. After close examination of the civics text book of 5th standard, necessary pictures and information will be included in the flipchart are discussed. 

Same team met second time to design supplementary information related to civics text book of 5th standard. Third and fourth meetings were held to discuss and design issues should be covered in the flipchart of history and civics text books of 6th standard. 

Consultative meeting: Subject experts, gender experts, educationists, social activists, teachers and principals of D Ed., colleges participated in the consultative meeting. Designs evolved in the earlier meetings are presented before the gathering. Their suggestions are incorporated, necessary changes are made and final decisions are taken on the nature of the flipcharts.  

Artists’ workshop: First round of artists’ workshop held to prepare pictures needed in the flipchart. Seven artists participated in the workshop; subject experts and experienced teachers participated in the workshop to guide them. In the workshop artists presented blue prints of the pictures. Changes are suggested on their presentation and another workshop was planned after two days to present final pictures. 

Election observation by children

Education is not just learning alphabet; it should include knowledge on various activities of the society. Through the knowledge children learn their civic sense and responsibility. In this regard a programme to watch election by children was organized. Objective of the programme were, creating social commitment and stemming leadership dreams in them through learning the election environment, voters expectations, candidates developmental projects, and feelings of the people. More than one hundred students studying in 6th and 7th standards in three schools of Rayee cluster participated in the watching election programme in recently held Grama Panchayat election. Most of the students participated in the programme are girl children. They visited polling booths and studied the process of voting, took permission from the officers and visited inside the booth and took note of the process, and observed the campaign, security arrangements, and other arrangements. In addition students interviewed voters, candidates, political leaders, and police officers. Voters are being asked about their expectations and candidates about their future projects if they won the election. Students drawn candidates’ attentions by asking them, what their schemes to improve education system are.

Students participated in the election watch programme prepared a detailed report about their observations and presented before teachers and other students of their respective schools. 

Consultation on national curriculum

National Council for Educational Research and Training reviewing the national school curriculum framework designed in 2000, and invited suggestions to incorporate in the new framework. A one day consultative meeting is organized to discuss present curriculum. Educationists, teachers, representatives from the department, academicians, socio-educational activists participated in the programme. Recommendations of the meeting are sent to NCERT, and NCERT positively responded through a letter, that the recommendations will be considered.

State and district level education forums 

Recently lots of changes are taking place in the field of education. Though, Karnataka state bringing lots of changes in primary education, discussions on pros and cons of the changes are very less. Many institutions working on education in Karnataka, but they are not initiating discussions or providing clear suggestions. A scrutiny of the changes is needed and educationists should raise their voice in this regard. In many places experiments are going on in the field of education. Since they are not documented its benefits are not spreading widely. To overcome these problems, an attempt is underway to create a state level forum of educationists, gender experts, socio-education activists, and other institutions working in the field of education. Its first meeting held in Mysore, hosted by Vivekananda Youth Movement, Heggadedevanakote. All participants in the meeting expressed their keen interest in the issue. Sri. Lingadevaru Halemane, Renowned educationist nominated as convener of the forum and myself as co-coordinator. Next meeting of the forum will be held in Bangalore. Attempts are going on to form a similar forum in district level also.

Networking and Advocacy

· Government Department:  Pressurising tactics are used to bring-out qualitative changes in the education sector through constant contacts with departments.  More contacts were building with departments of education, women and child development, health, revenue, field publicity and Grama Panchayats and City Corporation.  This helps to resolve problems related to schools.  These contacts helped to solve land dispute of schools and problem of lack of teachers in schools, enroll drop outs to school and create awareness on child labour. It also helped to enroll school drop-outs, and encourage parents and other concerned to give more attention to children. 

· NGOs: Work is under progress on education and child rights in collaboration with Valored, Deeds, CACLK, NGO Forum and other NGOs. Valored is a constant partner in most of my ventures related to education and its collaboration is available to most of the efforts towards child rights. Since Deeds has been working in Gender sensitivity and legal aspects, it is helping to work on these issues among teachers.  With the help of NGO Forum attempts are bring made to create awareness among other NGO’s about child rights and education. All the above have also helped in enrolling Girl children to school.  With the help of CACL, a girl child-labor was rescued from a government servant’s house.

· Memorandum: To encourage education of backward and dalit children government of Karnataka is running residential and ashram schools in the state. Teachers and principals are appointed to these schools on contract basis. Hence their full service will not be available to the children. Lack of sufficient number of teachers in the schools is also a serious lacuna in children’s learning. Principal is not available throughout the year and children suffer because they could not get their certificates necessary to continue their education. Another problem in these schools were untrained and retired teachers appointed by the government. A memorandum is submitted to the chief minister to solve the problem; chief minister responded immediately by forwarded a letter to the department of education is to take necessary action. A copy of the letter is sent to Magu Madhura Kalike.
Another memorandum is submitted to chief minister and minister for water resources to stop privatization of water. While numerous people are undergoing all kinds of hardship to get drinking water private companies are minting money by selling water. In the memorandum this issue is highlighted and requested the government to stop this contradiction. 

· Consultative meeting on school sanitation: department of rural development, government of Karnataka implementing a project to construct toilets to government schools and Anganavadis. A consultative meeting was held in Bangalore on the design of the toilets. On their invitation I participated in the meeting and rendered my suggestions. 

· Education fest: Karnataka unit of Bharata Jnana Vijnana Samiti celebrate an education fest every year. Fest held in Raichur this year and more than thousand teachers across the state participated in the fest. I participated in the fest as a resource person and presented a paper on SDMC. 

· Member of advisory board: Karnataka unit of Bharata Jnana Vijnana Samiti publishes a monthly journal on education called ‘teacher’. Recently its advisory board and editorial board were reconstituted and I was invited to join the advisory board. Advisory board includes renowned educationists and thinkers of the state.  

· CACT (Campaign against child Traffic) month:  In order to avoid child trafficking and through that to avoid the torture that they come across and to educate them and create awareness in the community on the same CACT organized a months campaign across the district. I actively participated in the campaign. Attempts are made to create awareness in the community through seminars, workshops, and distribution of handbills. 
· Information for members of SDMC: Shri Vivekananda Youth Movement, Heggadedevana Kote organized a workshop to render information to members of SDMC. I participated in the workshop as a resource person and exchanged my view on necessity of SDMC forum, and strengthening of SDMC. 

· Material development workshop on HIV and health: Participated as a resource person in the information material development workshop to create awareness on HIV/aids and health in schools. 
· Media Support: Attempts are being made to inform community on education and other issues related to children through media. Media are playing an important role by supporting ventures on education and other issues related to children and bring it to the people’s knowledge. It was possible because of constant contacts with the media personnel. Recently media are emphasizing children and education.

· Discussion on proposed bills: NGO federation conducted a dialogue on bill on child rights, compulsory primary education and other bills government of Karnataka proposed to pass. Suggestions were made after examining the bills in the meeting. I participated in the meeting actively. 

Conclusion

In the last 6 months Magu Madhura Kalike have been actively involved in bringing about awareness in the community and teachers on Education and priority is given on advocacy and development of supplementary materials. 
These are the attempts to make primary education more effective. Developing concern over community education by teachers and qualitative changes in educational environment is needed now. Changes should occur in teaching system and policy level in this regard. 
Lots of changes taking place in education field today. But discussion on pro and cons of the changes are not taking place. No foresight on how these changes are beneficial to the children and community. Prior to any project critical evaluation is needed. Everyone who has concern over education should raise their voice on this issue. 
Networking will be appropriate in this regard. To develop social commitment and concern in children attempts are being made to make social science dearer and attractive. All these efforts help to make education context change qualitatively. 
State level forum where education thinkers sit together and discuss on educational issues will help raise their voice on issues related to education and communication in policy level. It will create supplementary environment to advocacy. The Department of education also responded qualitatively.

Last year Magu Madhura Kalike with the collaboration of other organizations conducted school enrollment week, whereas this year department itself conducted the same. This is recognition to our attempts. Department also extended its helping hand to poster campaign.

Major suggestions regarding curriculum framework are 

1. National Curriculum Framework has to be effectively implemented at the grass-root level: Right now the National Curriculum Framework that is be framed is good and if the same is implemented as it is there is sure to be a qualitative change in the education field. Although in the National Curriculum Framework items like gender sensitivity, social justice have been indicated, at the school level it has not been implemented effectively. Hence due important should be given to see that all aspects in the National Curriculum Framework have to be inculcated in the text book. The necessary guidelines as to how to implement the said Framework should also be drawn and at the same time monitoring methods have to be specified.
2. The controversial aspects in the National Curriculum Framework has to be deleted: When the National Curriculum Framework was introduced in the year 2000 it suggested that schools should teach Vedic mathematics and Sanskrit as part of composite course of Hindi. Both these aspects go very controversial. For the beginners these subjects are not necessary. This may be a big hindrance to the development of the child’s mother tongue. Hence it is necessary to delete the said item from the National Curriculum. 
3. The National Curriculum Framework of the school syllabus has to stress more on local as how to bring about an equilibrium in both the rural and urban: the present syllabus is mostly urban oriented and as such it leads to urban way of lifestyle, thereby the child loose its hold on the rural set-up. So the syllabus has to be drawn in such a way that equal importance is given both for urban and rural. 
4. The dangers of globalization have to highlight to motivate the children in being aware of the same: the curriculum does stress on globalization but the dangers and demerits have not narrated as such the children are ignorant about the same. Their whole outlook is canalized in dreaming globally and their thoughts are side tracked from the set-up. So much so the child loose interest in its native activities or developments encouraging more and more the global market, so the National Curriculum. Should review and frame necessary guidelines to bring out all the above said aspects.
5. The National Curriculum Framework has mentioned about IQ, EQ, SQ, along with this importance should also be given for CQ (comprehensive Quotient).
6. The National Curriculum has to reach the grass root level: once the National Curriculum is framed it rarely reaches the hands of the local level implementers as such what is framed in the National Curriculum Framework seems to be more only in book. What is important is it has to reach the lowest strata in the education system and this is possible only if the National Curriculum is made available in their local language, where in they will understand it much better and there by practical implementation is possible. At the cluster level, the parents and teachers can also get together and discus about the Curriculum in finding out the possibilities of implementation.
7. Competitive spirit should be developed but not competition: in the education field we see a lot of competition. This has an adverse effect on the children. It is important that the curriculum draws up such guidelines where in the child has a stage to develop its talents and competitive spirit but not competition. 
�  Recommendations are given end of this report.





