Magu Madhura Kalike

Report of May – September 2003

Introduction

Magu Madhura Kalike an educational project is supported with the fellowship of ASHA for education. It functions in 15 schools of the Rayee cluster of Dakshina Kannada district and aims making primary education, effective. The project has been working since the last 5 months to supplement education to the life of the child. This is done by continuous contact with representatives of the community, parents, teachers and the department and by conducting supplementary programmes.

Attempts are made to make school child-friendly through creating awareness in the community on education and making them participate directly in the happenings of the school. Creating awareness in the community and in people’s representatives on issues such as children’s learning, health etc., is also on. In addition, the project is attempts to resolve problems related to the schools through discussions with the department and concerned authorities and by publicizing child rights and girl child education through other organizations, networks and the media.

Recent Developments in Education

Recently in the field of education, some changes regarding making school attractive to children have taken place. One of these is the school children decision’s midday meals This is a major programme implemented in the last few months. This programme is implemented in primary schools throughout Karnataka from 1st July, 2003. Activity based text books are implemented up to 7th standard and higher primary schools are extended to 8th standard. The 20 point learning programme is implemented to make school environment more creative. The Supreme Court upheld the Government’s decision making education up to 4th standard in mother tongue, compulsorily. Public examinations for 7th standard is cancelled in the present academic year.

Highly ambitious midday meal programme created many problems because of lack of preparation and lack of information disseminated to the people. Some voiced opposition to the programme and politicizations of the programme also took place. Impropriety in the beginning of the programme caused ill-health in some children. Another problem that came to light because of this programme was that untouchability was still rampant in our society. There was a big turmoil saying dalits should not cook in schools and some opposed the programme saying, they would not send their children to the school if dalits were cooking. All these incidents confirmed that the untouchability is still alive. Extending higher primary schools to 8th standard also created a mess because of lack of proper preparations. Normally teachers who teach 8th standard are B.Ed., qualified. But in higher primary there were no B.Ed qualified teachers and it created problems to the students.

Intervention
· Regular visit

1. Parents

2. Teachers

3. Members of SDMCs

4. Leaders of the community

· Teachers network

· Health awareness programmes

· Re-enrollment of children to school

· Networking and advocacy

Regular Visit
The project is functioning in 15 schools of Rayee cluster for the development of schools by constant contact and building rapport with parents, leaders of the community, teachers, the people’s representatives and youth organizations.

Parents/Community Leaders
The project is working through the Implementation Committee of the community school project which includes the local representatives of the people and the community.  Attention is given to educational development through constant contact with the community, representatives of the people, teachers and the department. It organized meetings involving parents, teachers, youth organizations and representatives of the people. It also conducted a dialogue on school development and quality education with the people. This helped to create awareness and interest in the community on education.  Eliyanadugodu school had a problem having only one teacher to teach 1st to 5th standard.  Now another teacher is appointed to the school after discussions with the community and representatives of the people. Gaadipalke school has only one teacher and we are attempting to appoint another teacher to the school.

Now parents and representatives of the people aretqckling issues related to the school.  The land dispute of Hennurpadav school is on the verge of being resolved. As discussed earlier (details are given in the last report) the land was surveyed in the presence of local members of Zilla Panchayath, Revenue Officer and BEO on 5th of May.  Because of the survey school accrued 1.18 acre of land instead of 1 acre. Opposing parties were convinced and requested the SDMC to withdraw the case. At present, the Deputy Commissioner of the district asked for a review of the case and ordered a re-survey.  Very soon the school will get the land.  This academic year the school has started 7th standard. There was no classroom for 7th standard but the villagers made some arrangement to provide a classroom.

Other than this Mallarupatna school also has a land problem and we have started a discussion about the problem.  Because of our continuous contact with the representatives of the community and people, parents and Gram Panchayaths have started to attend to issues related to children.

Teachers

In view of the fact that the teachers have an important role to play in making school attractive to the children and intimate to the community, we have worked towards  making the methodology of teaching within the class room activity based to increase its effectivity, and to make the teachers socially committed. Constant dialogues with teachers shows qualitative changes and now they are emphasizing activity based teaching methodology. They are more aware about child rights and changes in the education and started to their resourcefulness academically. 
At present teachers take notice of issues related to children. In two schools they conducted health awareness programmes. Competitions in schools are decreasing now and children’s interests are taken into consideration.

Workshop on Health Awareness 

More information is needed on child health and hence a one day health awareness workshop was held at Rayee Gram Panchayath to create health awareness in the representatives of the people and women organizations.  Prior to this a discussion with members of Gram Panchayath was held and the Gram Panchayath took the leadership of the workshop. It helped to convince Gram Panchayath members about its responsibility of child health. Child specialists and officials of district health training centre gave comprehensive information on common illnesses of children, noticeable aspects, precautionary measures, need to renounce contempt on girl child health, responsibility of the community in improving child health, role of primary health centres in improving child health. More than 130 people including parents, representative of women organizations, Anganwady teachers, representatives of the people, teachers and nurses participated in the workshop. A documentary on teenage education is screened in the occasion.

Health information programmes are conducted in Koila and Hennurpadav schools with the co-operation of departments of field publicity, Government of India.  Cartoon films are screened on cleanliness, environmental sanitation, girl child education and gender equality.  A dialogue with children is also held.

Screening of documentaries on child health, dowry, girl child education, women empowerment and a discussion is held for the members of Madangody Mahila Mandala.

Teachers Network
We are attempting to make teachers resourceful conceptually and academically through creating a teachers network.  The network is created to show needs, problems, experiments and new methods followed by teachers and resolve their problems and to design necessary trainings as per their requirements.  The teachers in the network have come together to discuss the scope and possibilities of evolving methods and materials suitable for the activity based teaching process in the classrooms.  They decided to conduct a workshop on evolving materials in the last week of May.  They have concluded that the present classrooms especially of the first standard are unattractive.  Therefore classrooms of first standard should be made attractive to the children. Teachers are now engaged in decorating their classrooms.  They come together once in a month to discuss on making teaching more effective and conduct necessary trainings (both academic and conceptual issues).  This has been equipping teachers academically and conceptually to evolve proper materials as per changing texts and to implement child centered education effectively.  Teachers in the network meet half a day in one Saturday of  every month to discuss and decide to conduct necessary trainings.

Teachers Workshop
A workshop was held at Siddakatte school to prepare materials to make classrooms more attractive on 30th May.  Teachers of 8 schools participated in the workshop.  On 31st May another workshop was held at Hennurpadav school to prepare classroom decorating materials.  Children, teachers and representatives of the community participated in the workshop.  Many innovative materials which are supplementary to texts and interesting to children are prepared in the workshop and decorated the classrooms.  Teachers opine that, this not only makes classrooms attractive but also complementary to children’s learning.

The teachers network conducted workshops on activity-based science teaching and on  educational excursions. Three phases of four phased special training planned  on issues related to social science are over.

Re-enrolment of children to school
Three children are enrolled to 8th standard who had dropped out after passing 7th standard because of economic reasons.  Among these two boys were working in a local hotel (Dinakara and Nagaraja).  We visited  their houses, learned their problems and convinced their families to send them to school.  Arrangements are being made to provide school fees, uniform, reading and writing books, bag etc., for three years.  Another girl Suneetha obtained 75% marks in 7th standard.  She could not go to school though she wanted to.  Her parents were not aware of fees concessions, free text books and uniforms.  We readmitted the girl to school and availed her facilities from the department.  Arrangements are made to provide the balance amount of fees, writing books etc.  Attempts are continuing to take dropout children back to school.

Workshop on evolving gender sensitive teaching model
All laws related to education speak of   bringing about  gender equality in education.  Still it has not been achieved and education of girl child is still backward.  Gender equality remained only in name and has never been given real consideration.  Gender discrimination is widespread in text books and school environment.  Of the 6 pictures in a text book if three are of girls  it is no indication of gender.   What values these reflect is also of importance.  Therefore all these aspects should be considered  sensitively.  Teachers too should be gender sensitive, and teach gender sensitively.  In this regard teachers require gender sensitive teaching materials.  Similarly the school environment should be made girl friendly.  Teachers  need proper guidance to achieve gender sensitivity.

A state level workshop was organized in this respect with the collaboration of DEEDS and VALORED  Around 25 people from various parts of the state participated in the workshop.  Comprehensive discussions were held in the workshop on nature of gender in present text books, gender discrimination in school environment and on changes required.  A draft was prepared to evolve gender sensitive teaching material model and check lists were created.  Based on this a model l was prepared.  This will be sent now to some educationists. After receiving feedback of their expert opinions a one day consultation meeting will be held in the first week of November. The final model as an outcome of this will be  submitted to the Government.

Information collection on the nature of gender in schools
Informations are collected in schools of Rayee cluster to conduct information workshop and supplementary to evolve gender sensitive teaching model by noticing the status of gender equality in schools.   It revealed the fact that gender discrimination is prevalent in curricular and extra curricular activities in schools.

Information material
Information hand bills are printed and distributed to create awareness among people on the necessity of enrolling all children between 6 to 14 and to give information to the community on child health.

Articles advocating the importance of girl child education and the necessities of reviewing syllabus with gender perspectivity are translated from English to Kannada and distributed.

Articles are prepared complementing the workshop on evolving gender sensitive teaching model and necessity to consider school environment supplementary to girl child education and has been writing a column on girl child and child rights in an educational journal ‘Shikshana Mathukathe’ 

Networking and Advocacy
Government departments: Pressurizing tactics are using to bring out qualitative changes in the education sector through constant contacts with departments.  More contacts  were built with departments of education, women and child development, health, revenue, field publicity and gram panchayaths and city corporation.  This helps to resolve problems related to schools.  These contacts  helped to solve land dispute of Hennurpadav school, problem of lack of teachers in Manchakallu school, conducting child health awareness programme, enroll dropouts to school and create awareness on child labour.

NGOs: Work is under progress on child rights in collaboration with VALORED, DEEDS, NGO FORUM and other NGO’s. VALORED collaborate with most of the works.  Since Deeds has been working on gender sensitivity and legal aspects, it is helping to work on these issues among teachers.  With the help of NGO forum attempts are being made to create awareness among other NGO’s about child rights and education.  A child  domestic labourer, Mahesh was rescued from a house in Mangalore with the help of Childline and CACL-K.  He was tortured by branding his face with a hot iron pan.  A police complaint is lodged against the perpetrators of the crime. The incident has been brought to the notice of the public by the media.  At present Mahesh is in an observation home.

Supplementary Materials: Work is under progress in collaboration with VALORED and Suvidya in the direction of evolving supplementary activity model to the present text books to make teaching more intimate to children and to localize texts. The second consultation meetingwass held at Bangalore on 28th July involving prominent educationists. On the basis of discussions in the meeting an outline was evolved to prepare supplementary materials. The consultation meeting decided to conduct two separate workshops on material preparation in Mangalore and Koppal districts (considering language, culture etc., of South and North Karnataka) and work is under progress in this regard.  It helps to teach the syllabus effectively.  Schools of Rayee cluster are the main basis for material development.

On this occasion of consultation meeting, the necessity of holding such meetings was highlighted. Few opened that a network of educationists and educational activists to discuss about changes in education is essential(report of the meeting will be sent shortly) as it would provide a strong platform for policy advocacy.
Consultation Meeting:  Participated in two day consultation meeting held at Bangalore organized by Campaign Against Child Labour Karnataka on National Plan of Action for children. Recommendations are submitted to the Government after discussing problems in NPAC. Informations are given to the NGO representatives and students of social work on the situations of the children of migrant labourers in a training programme on child labour  and child rights conducted by Campaign Against Child Labour Karnataka.

Campaign against Child Labour: Participated in Child Labour Eradication Campaign organized by the department of Education and Eradication of Child Labour Scheme. Attempts are being made mainly to create awareness on girl child labour among people. As a member of district committee of Campaign Against Child Labour participated in all the programmes. Involved in campaign against child trafficking and requested the Deputy Commissioner to consider domestic child workers as child labour. As per the request the Deputy Commissioner ordered to consider domestic child labourers also as child labour in South Kanara district. We believe that it will help girl child education.

Follow up of Makkala Masothsava (a month long festival for promotion of child rights): Resolutions approved in the Makkala Masothsava organized in the months of November-December 2002 to publicize child rights and improve education has been submitted to the Government. The Government has accepted the resolutions and the Chief Minister responded to us by stating that, he has ordered  the department of women and child development to follow up the recommendations and take necessary actions. Attempts are being made to pressurize to implement these recommendations. 

Conclusion

In the last five months Magu Madhura Kalike   project is mainly involved  in bringing the community and teachers together. Through this, teachers are motivated to develop social responsibility and the community is stimulated to participate in education in general and school happenings in particular. Changes in this regard can be observed in change in their attitude. Parents, representatives of the community and local organizations have begun to take interest in issues related to schools. Members of SDMC are trying to obtain as many school facilities as possible and follow up actions are also under progress. Significant qualitative changes are also noticeable in teachers. They are acknowledged that thee is a lack of information in them and are coming forward to obtain more experience. They are attending training programmes on holidays including Sundays at their own cost and putting forward their request to organize such kind of programmes. Most significant is that the community and teachers accepted us in a good manner. 

More works are to be done at policy level for qualitative change in education. Magu Madhura Kalike has noticed that suitable workshops, discussions and documentation are to be conducted to get attention of the policy makers. 

