April 10, 2003

Mr.S.M.Krishna,

Chief Minister of Karnataka,

Government of Karnataka,

Vidhana Soudha,

Bangalore.

Dear Sir,

Sub :  To recommend the Resolution voiced out by the Children on



        Child Rights during the Makkala Masa Programme.

November 12th the day that was set aside as Child Rights Convention Day and December 10th Human Rights day clubbing these two events together in order to publishise the same a month long programme called as Makkala Masothsava was arranged from 12th November 2002 to December 10th 2002 at Dakshina Kannada and Udupi District.  To have a strong interaction / debate with the people, Valored and other NGO’s organized the above programme to discuss about Publicity of Child Rights, importance of Girl child education, Universal Primary education, Serva Shiksha Abhiyana, the importance of active participation of the Community in the school academics etc.  More than 34 programmes focusing on various issues were taken up and organized in the form of information technology workshop, exhibition, Jathas etc.  On various days, to highlight and bring out the roll of the parents, guardians, teachers, people representatives, school betterment committee, social worker and others.  We are indeed very proud and privileged to say that we were able to reach out to nearly twenty thousand people through these programmes.

Even though the Government of India had signed the Charter on Child Rights 10 years back it was of late that through our project activities we realized that there is still an overwhelming ignorance on child rights both at the Rural and urban level.  When we discussed these issues with the other activist and socialist they all expressed a strong need of organizing such a programme that will generate the public in voicing their opinion on Child rights and hence Makkala Masothsava programme took shape.

Here with we are submitting the resolutions and suggestions made by the public based on the issues of “implementation of child rights, result oriented education and participation of the community”. We humbly request you to go through these recommendations and would be grateful to you if these suggestions will be implement at the interest of the public.  Enclosed is a brief report on Makkala Masothsava programme schedule and the list of other co-organisers. The suggestions placed before you are very important from the children point of view and we hope you will set aside a little of your valuable time to materialize these issues which will make us feel that our efforts were after all worth the price.

Thanking you,






    Yours sincerely,

(Hameed Manjeshwar)






(Rennie D’Souza)

Co-ordinator, Makkala Masothsava





Director, Valored
Resolutions Adopted on the Occasion of Makkala Masothsava

1. Child Rights

1.1 Undertake programmes to create general awareness among people with regard to child rights. In a special way  all teachers of all schools, members of the School Development and Monitoring Committee (SDMC), parents, anganwadi workers, volunteers of the continuing education, midwives, people’s representatives, doctors and other professionals should be given information on children’s rights.. There should be wide propaganda created  on the rights of the child. To do this we should make the utmost use of the Media.
There should be a survey made at the grassroot level on violation of child rights and on child labour. This survey should be undertaken under the joint leadership of the village panchayat and the local community organizations. Based on the findings of this survey the root cause of child labour should be found out and a total eradication of child labour and a permanent, suitable alternate system  should be sought for. To implement this in the area of their jurisdiction it should be the joint effort of NGOs, gram panchayat and the local community organizations.
In an attempt to amend child labour laws domestic labour too should be considered as child labour. Child labour cannot be divided into hazardous and non hazardous work. Any work done by children including domestic work should be considered as hazardous.
1.2 For no reason should children be made to take part in competitions. Instead they should be helped to grow in their competence.  Beside competitions have a negative effect on the creativity of the children. Hence children should be provided with opportunities to give free expression and develop their talents. Children’s rallies should be conducted at the school and village level with the cooperation of Government departments, NGOs and local people too should provide opportunities to the children to  freely express their talents in a creative way
2. Education
2.1 The School Development and Monitoring Committee (SDMC) should include 
children’s representatives, selected in consultation with the students. These children 
should be given prior training.  They should compulsorily be made to participate in 
the meetings and the Committee should give due respect and recognition to 
whatever they 
say.
2.2 The Samudayadatta Shale (community based programmes in schools) programmes 
should 
be conducted systematically and it should be made compulsory that there 
should be meetings/programmes held at least once in two months–6 times a year. 
The 
Samudayadatta shale should not just be restricted in demanding children’s progress 
reports, but instead it should be a forum where the all round progress of the school  
and a positive approach to education is discussed. The time scheduled for the 
meetings/programmes should be convenient to the local people and recognition 
should be given to whatever is discussed or resolved therein. There should be a 
change in the 
present system of monitoring the Samudayadatta shale programme. 
Instead of having the high school and college teachers supervising it, the task of 
supervision should be 
transferred to a team consisting of representatives of the 
Panchayat, SDMC and local community organizations.
2.3 According to the suggestions indicated in the mid-term Report of Dr.Rajaramanna,  a ‘gram panchayat education committee’ should be created  at the gram panchayat level  and  the members should be given training pertaining to  overall as well as specific topics. It would be possible for these education committees to activate the SDMCs in the process of supervising them...
2.4 Aided schools like the government schools should create SDMCs and School       Betterment Committees and relegate charge of monitoring the same to the Panchayat Education Committees.
2.5 In the Panchayat’s action plan, a system of reserving a separate fund for development of education should be brought about. A minimum of at least 10% of the total fund should be set aside for this purpose. The gram panchayat should have all the particulars of the schools that come under its jurisdiction. With the help of the SDMCs a ten year action plan should be made in every school and In like manner on the agenda of the Gram Sabha (village assembly), education, should be an important matter for discussion. At this meeting all heads of schools which fall within the jurisdiction of the Panchayat should be present and share with the public their experiences and get the needed information. It should be possible at this meeting to discuss the educational/school day to day transactions.
2.6 The funds allotted for school development should come directly into the account of  the SDMC.  It should be so arranged that school construction work if any is done by the SDMC members.  The gram panchayat should supervise the same.
2.7 School education should be such that it enables mental and social growth of the children. While preparing the curriculum special attention should be paid to see that it meets the mental and social needs of the adolescent.. Government departments should make arrangements to give training to those who manage Middle and Secondary schools to appropriately equip them to handle the growing problems of the adolescents.
2.8 The annual school Day should not be set aside only for cultural programmes. Instead it should give an opportunity for children’s creativity and for exhibiting what the teachers and children have jointly prepared by way of science   experiments and materials and thereby inform the public about the on goings in the school and evoke in them a personal interest.
2.9 Shortcomings and wants that are prevalent in the ashrama schools meant for the children of Dalits and backward classes should be immediately remedied. In a majority of the Ashram schools there are no adequate /qualified teachers. The teachers there, are either retired teachers or teachers who are not trained. Even though like other schools the Ashrama schools too have text books, due to lack of trained teachers the children do not get proper education. Hence trained teachers registered at present with the education department should be appointed for these ashrama schools and adequate and necessary teaching aids too should be provided. It is important that like all other schools the Department of Public Instruction should shoulder the total educational responsibility also of the ashrama school .
3.  Health
3.1 The Public should be made aware of all programmes and projects available with regard to health in general and children’s health in particular. Information necessary regarding children’s health, psychological needs, and management of adolescent’s problems should be given to the parents. This could be done at the local level through programmes conducted by the Primary Health Centres (PHCs) and through providing the people with related information materials. Through health related exhibitions during the samudayadatta shale programmes, village fares, and other such functions reaching out to many people is possible.
3.2 Since HIV, AIDS are having a bad impact on the children extensive awareness    should be given on this subject. This knowledge can be made available even to the common man by conducting awareness programmes at the village level. Before marriage, taking a test for HIV should be made compulsory  through collecting people’s opinion on the matter and subsequently framing a new law in this regard
3.3 At present children’s health check up in schools is conducted in December. This should rather be conducted at the beginning of the academic year. In doing so the teachers could better understand the children and do a follow up on health problems if any.. The manner in which the health checkup is conducted too has to be changed radically. Since one single doctor checks up more than a hundred children a day it is impossible to give sufficient attention to the ailing child. Hence at different stages of the checkup they should be the involvement of various Specialists. Each child should have the possibility of a thorough checkup. This the government department could do in cooperation with medical colleges and other organizations. Each child should compulsorily have a Health Record Card and there should be a follow up of the same. The teachers should be trained to identify diseases and this training should be extended to the anganwadi workers also. All government departments concerned with children, mainly, Health, Women and Child Development, Education, Social Welfare etc could work jointly at an Integrated Approach towards promoting  better health for children
3.4 The advertisements dominating our lives, promoting food harmful to children’s health should be controlled. Creating awareness among people about such food is necessary. Even though some foodstuffs are declared harmful for children’s health the publicity given to these through advertisements is quite attractive to children. With regard to this phenomena suggestions should be sought from specialists, doctors and those who have concern for children as to how to make use of various organizations and means available in the existing system through which the government can undertake to inform the Public about such matters. 
3.5 A complete study at the village level on children’s health should be undertaken. Based on this report the PHC could have a complete knowledge of the health situation of the children and undertake health programmes for them accordingly. The opinion about the PHC is that they do not run in a wholesome way. and this affects children’s health. Hence it is necessary that the PHCs function well. It is important that the Panchayats supervise the PHCs so that they could be really effective.
4. Gender Sensitivity 
4.1 All working in Government departments, and in social situations should be given a specialised training on gender discrimination and be informed about all facilities and programmes and projects available for women.
4.2 The minimum marriageable age should compulsorily be 21, both for the boy and the girl. The present minimum age which is 21 for the boy and 18 for the girl should be changed. Through this change it should be made convenient for the girl to study further. The law prohibiting child marriage should be strictly implemented. Both the boy and the girl should produce their birth certificates. If the certificates are proved false there should be a provision for all those involved in producing the certificate to be punished severely.
4.3 The Prenatal Diagnostic Test (PNDT) Act should be strictly implemented. Whoever violates this act and misuses the investigation and uses it for female feticides for whatever reason should be brought to book. The health department and the department of women and child development should assume total responsibility of laboratories which offer the facilities of prenatal diagnosis. There should be constant supervision of the same and at least once in three months these departments should submit their report on investigations done in each Lab, to the government. These reports should be available to the public for their perusal To monitor these reports the government departments concerned should form a committee consisting of representatives of community women’s organizations, NGOs and specialists in Law.
4.4 Our total social situation should be woman-friendly. The government should provide the atmosphere for this. In this direction, the school, the PHCs and other institutions should provide a congenial environment for the girl child. Every school should provide toilets and other basic facilities for the girl children. .The school syllabus should reflect gender equality and gender sensitivity. Attention should be paid that no gender discrimination is made in either text lessons, games or in any other matter. The PHC too should pay systematic heed to the needs of the growing girl child. 
Makkala Masotsava -Children’s  Month-long Celebration

The Idea Takes Shape

We keep speaking about children. We undertake child-related programmes.  But when we ask ourselves are all these activities based on the rights of the child we have no answer. Ten years ago Indian had signed the charter on child rights(1992). Ten years have passed by There is an overwhelming ignorance on Child Rights.  With this background in mind Valored conceived of an idea, to bring about awareness in the minds of the people in order to create a suitable social environment for the children. Valored would undertake a children’s month-long celebration. The main objectives of the programme to build public awareness on child rights, to propagate the importance of girl child education, to propagate Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, and placing the importance of community participation in schools and child centered education.
It would not be sufficient nor possible if only Valored undertook such a wast activity.. Valored called upon all those organizations, government departments, media representatives who work for and are concerned about the cause of children, to join in a common discussion. The response and cooperation was tremendous and encouraging, and the month-long celebration took shape. Even though Valored Coordinated the entire celebration, more than  40 Organizations participated and worked harmoniously. More than 30 programmes (Excluding meetings -see annexure) were held within a duration of one month all through the long stretch from Kundapur to Sullia in Udupi and D.K.districts.

The Celebration is Flagged Off

12th November - The Programme is Launched in Udupi (Child Rights Convention Day)
The children celebration was flagged off on the Child Rights Convention Day which is on the 12th  of November, on the Ajjarkad Maidan of Udupi. As he inaugurated the function, the well known children’s film maker, Vadiraj said, “To serve the country one does not need to run around with the flag. It is sufficient if we give our children good education without making any gender discrimination, respecting their rights and thus shaping them into good citizens” .The Udupi Lok Sabha member, Vinay Kumar Sorake who participated as the Chief guest voiced out  saying, “children’s interests are multifaceted. If we review the method of education we are giving our children, it seems to be going against their interests. If we attempt to make our education cater to the needs and interests of the children it is possible to reap good results.” Sri Mahabaleshwar Rao, the renowned Educationist who was presiding at the function expressed that not only is competition  harmful to the child’s personality and creativity, Prathibhakaranji (a Govt. programme of competitions for children) is destructive and dangerous.

. 

Nandana Reddi of CWC, Merlyn Martis of DEEDS, Children’s representative Parvathi, and Shashidhar also participated as chief guests. From 10.00 a.m. the same day about 800 children, without any restriction or phobia of competitions took part in a variety of creative activities guided by 30 resource persons. Primary School teachers conducted science exhibitions and demonstrations.

20th November - Dalit Children and Children’s Rights. (World Child Rights’ Day)
A discussion was held on the topic, Dalit Children and Children’s Rights. While discussing on this topic the learned thinker, Sri Gangadhara Moorthi said,” In our present system of education Dalit children and more precisely dalit girls have not received any attention. Where the basic needs of the mothers are taken care of, changes in the education such as those not envisaged before are seen.” Speaking from the same platform Dr.Abhay Kumar said, “Today’s education system is like a iron ball, fed to the dalit children with their ashram schools and hostels having really no genuine support from the present defective education system”. Mr.Mukund, Pramila, and Pichchali Srinivas also participated

.

21st November - Releasing of the Cassette on Child Rights 

While releasing the audio cassette on children’s rights, Amrutha Someshwar said,  “Children are not machines. They should not be transformed into model articles manufactured in the factory. Every child has a mind and personality of his/her own. Hence we need an education which will help one to reflect, analyse and bring out the best in the child.” “Do not give the children a Bible, Geetha or Koran. Give them paint- brushes and colours. Do not give them guns to play with.  Give them flowers. Create an environment conducive to their growth in their own creativity,” he urged.

23rd November - Workshop on Child trafficking

The District Commissioner Sri A.K.Monappa who gave the inaugural address said that parents should feel with, understand and motivate the growing child till the age of 18. The government child welfare department which was concerned only with the child’s nutrition, now in the light of the Supreme Court verdict is working towards combating child lablour.  But it is regretting to note that, the Department has not been given the authority to control child trafficking. Vasudeva Sharma, Bhagavan Das, Merlyn Martis, Umashankar Periodi, were among other participants of the workshop. In the concluding session of this workshop on child trafficking many relevant remedies were discussed in depth

. 
24th November - Children’s Rally at Bantwal.

On this occasion about 350 children gathered and actively took part in a variety of creative activities. The District. Commissioner A.K.Monappa, Zilla panchayat vice president M.S. Mohammed, T. P. President K.Padmanabha Rai, Nagara Panchayat president Mrs. Juhra A Rehman. Thahsildar Krishnappa Pujari and others participated. About 15 resource person where there to guide the children.

2nd  December - Seminar of Child Health Care

The Seminar on child heath care was held at Mangalore. The Dt. Health officer, Sri Mohanraj who inaugurated this programme regretted that improving health care was  a problematic task since a very low budget, approximately amounting to just Re 1.30 per head was allotted to it. Smt. Ramila Shekhar, Shantharam Baliga exposed the problem. They resolved to frame an action plan.

7th December- Seminar on Primary Education and the prevailing system and situation of Learning. 

The seminar was held in Belthangadi, Educationist Dr. Sukumara Gowda who spoke on this occasion emphasised the fact that it is important to bear in mind that children have the right to learn in a way that is compatible to their nature. Dr Shashikala, Ashok Kamath participated in this seminar

.

8th December- Workshop on The Girl Child and Child Rights (SAARC Girl Child Day)
In her speech N.Gayathri strongly objected to the commonly accepted saying : Women are their own enemies. “Woman cannot be the enemy of another woman” she reiterated. “If today women are engulfed in exploitation it is the dominating Patriarchy system that is responsible. The values of Patriarchy tend to look down on any action of women with disrespect and disdain. Dr.Poornima and Merlyn Martis participated.. There was indeed a deep discussion  and a resolution to  prepare an action plan for the future 

Besides the above programmes, in the different parts of the two districts – Mangalore and Udupi, there were many other workshops held for teachers, parents. Anganwadi workers, peoples’ representatives, groups and organizations on Child Rights. Workshops were also conducted at the High School in Ullal for children on Child Rights, on Gender Sensitivity, and for teachers and parents on Child Psychology. In Kandavara, Siddakatte and Kundapur programmes were held for the Panchayat  members on Child Rights  and the role of education in the Panchayat system; .in Manchi and  Kukkaje of Bantwal, on Child Rights for SDMC members and teachers; and  in the Sharada  college of  Sullia on gender sensitivity for women students. Seminars and workshops were conducted for NGOs, other organizations, Mahila Mandalas, education institutions, and the Kannada Sahitya department. Besides this information on child rights was disseminated and awareness created through materials prepared on Child rights, by rallies and processions, through Pratibhakarangi and exhibitions. Through these programmes, through direct contact and through our circulars we have communicated with more than 20,000 people.
.

While planning the programmes and looking into the possibilities of implementing them the volunteers have shown tremendous commitment and cooperation. More than a hundred expert resource persons have actively helped  in different fields,  in sharing  with  us their ideas, preparing  papers for presentation and all have helped us  in the smooth running of “Makkala Masothsava’ the month long  children’s celebration. Without all this co -operation  this herculean task would have been impossible.

10th December - Rally (Human Rights Day)
It was indeed quite appropriate to wind up our month’s celebration in Mangalore. We concluded this great programme with a Rally on Human Rights. As the procession wound its way from Flag hill (Near St. Aloysius college) to our destination the participation was indeed encouraging. The goal of the celebration seems to have been achieved

Hameed Manjeshwar

(Co-ordinator Makkala Masothsava – 2002)

