
 
SAHYOG SITE VISIT  REPORT 
March 13th, 2002 by Santosh Kumar Singh (e-mail received on the 14th of March 2002) 
 
Hi, 
I could visit the project yesterday. 
 
The school is located in the locality called Muslim Society. It has 90 percent muslims. The whole 
area is a group of four communities including this with the population over 1 Lac. This is the 
second largest slum in Mumbai. The area is located right at the Airport and has been threatened 
by Demolition following September 11. The government has promised to relocate about 2000 
people in some new buildings in Goregaon. Their have been protest from the locals here about 
this  as the measures taken by the government are insufficient. The area other than Muslim 
society has mixed population of Hindus and Muslims from UP, BIHAR,MAHARASHTRA, 
ANDRAPRADESH,TAMIL NADU. 
 
The Sahyog School: 
The school had about  40 girls when the first enrolment was done 2 years ago. The strength 
decreased following demolition. The school has 2 types of student.About 16 girls are in the 
primary standard (between 4th and 7th std.) 
 
About 11 girls are preparing for the SSC examination conducted by National Open School- New 
Delhi. They have their Exam in October this year. They are following books by Eklavya and the 
books provided by the National Open School for the exams. They have to cover a lot as the 
syllabus is from class 8th. Therefore for e.g they have to cover 6 books for the mathematics 
exams. They conduct regular exams and keep proper record of the marks of each and every 
student. 
 
There is a high rate of dropouts after 4th as there is no school after that. There is one private 
school called Gulshan upto class 7th which charges heavy fee. The nearest schools are in 
Ghatkopar and Goregaon and it is not possible for the girls to travel that far. All the girls coming 
toSahyog are living close by and don't have to travel much. The school is running in three rooms 
of about 12 by 10 dimension. These rooms are taken on rent from the local people at the rate of 
500/- pm. The school runs between 1-5 pm (from mon-sat). The rooms look very ordinary for e.g 
they are not strongly built and you have to climb up using a ladder, which can break any time. 
Typical room, like what we saw when we (manali) went for the prerna visit in Bombay Central. 
 
There are 5 teachers Farzana,Shaida, Sameena, Gazala and Nazia. Farzana is the head teacher. 
All of them are studying either B.A or B.com. Gazala is married and has only done 12th. 
Following is the salary: 
Fultime-800/- 
Parttime-400/- 
Farzana-1000/- 
 
I forgot to ask how many of them are full time and part time. The money for the salary and the 
room rent is provided by CEHAT which comes under Anusandhan trust. The school is entirely 
run by the teachers and Neha andher friends come once a week to see the working or for the 
meeting with parents. Some of the teachers are doing tuition for the small children. 
 
Out of the girls studying here 2 are married and are below the age of 18. It is probable that many 
will be married in the coming year. The average age of the girls is 16.  After the marriage it will 
depend on the permission of the husbands and the family if they can continue their studies. The 



probability of girls dropping out after the marriage is high. Still the girls have very good relation 
among themselves and they convince the families to send the girls back to school. 
 
Sahyog charge 25/- pm as the fee. If somebody is not able to pay they can pay as and when they 
have the money. 
 
They have parent teacher meeting every 2 months. Mother's Committee is the group of the 
mothers of the girls who are studying here and they have regular meeting with the teachers, 
people from CEHAT and the students.  They discuss problems related to studies, health, 
marriage etc. This groups also tries to convince other families to send their children to the 
school. 
 
The biggest problem they are facing is of Space to run the school and the danger of Demolition. 
Neha told me that one local corporator has promised to build a building for this school. It will 
depend on the amount of interaction goes on between the locals  and the corporator. These 
people are always  looking for votes and make these promises which are rarely fulfilled. 
 
Neha told me that they want to start Fellowship program  for the girlswho are going for higher 
studies. The details of this has not been finalised. They also want to start Teacher Traning 
program. The books they are using for teaching Maths and Science are difficult to be understood 
by the teacher. A lot of time is being spent from the teacher's side before she can teach. Many 
girls have problems in English and mathematics. They can not opt for science for their SSC 
exam as they do not have any lab. 
For the primary level they are planning to start teaching science. This could only be possible by 
colaborating either with some BMC school or some institute. All the students are excited towars 
learning some of them want to become doctors. There was one girl who said she wanted to 
become a lawyer. They all have ambitious plans to study further and the only limitation are 
the facilities and the resistance from the families. 
 
Neha told me that she has already submitted project proposal including the detail of the  amount 
of funding requested. She has prepared very extensive survey of the area particularly related to 
girls. She will be forwarding the files to you and me soon. 
 
I think that there is a need to help this school. From my point of view they need help. 
Please tell me if you need some more information. I could only gather this much this time. 
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