
Questions asked by Asha Zurich:
Sent to, Mrs. Bapat, Guru, Kirti, Shyam and baiju on 25th May 2006.

Dear Mrs. Bapat,

Sorry for the delay in replying to your mail.
I went through the reports that you have sent and also the finances.
I am personally very happy that out of the 54 children put in to regular schools last year, only 9
dropped out and the remaining 45 are still going to these schools. I think this is a great
achievement considering the fact that these children are kids of migrant laborers and sometimes
even they have to work. Also I am quite impressed by the activities conducted for the teachers to
help in their over all development and also to learn new teaching methods. Furthermore, I
strongly recommend to extend the facilities like regular medial check up and immunization to
other classes as well.  I am also happy to know that this girl "Asha Gaekwad" is doing well and
learning some vocational skills in Kolhapur.
I have few questions, which I have listed below.

1. First of all, I would like to know about this program called "Early Parenting" . What kind of
workshop this was? Asha Zurich would be glad to know the details of this program. If you have
some info material then please do send us.

2. You always mentioned that the children celebrate many festivals, and most of these are usually
Hindu festivals. Do you think the children from the other religion in the schools expect that their
festivals should also be celebrated?

3. You have mentioned that a session about "de-addiction" was conducted at BalajiNagar School.
Was this for the children or for teachers? And what was the purpose of this session? Also it would
be nice if you can elaborate on the "spoken english" course. Was this also for the kids or only for
teachers?

4. What is this  "book fairies group"? When was this started? and how does this idea work?

5. You also mentioned that there was a small workshop to learn some commonly used "kannada"
words. Was this because most of the children are coming from areas of Karnataka?

6. Is there a teacher for the class "Morwadi" or one of the teacher from the other classes is
handling this class?

7. Is your academic year from June to April??

8. What is T.M in your accounts? is it "teaching material" ??

9. Can you please give me the details of the expenditure of  Rs. 4251.00, in Nov-05 for children
trips ? In the report it says that children were taken to Circus. or have they been taken to some
other places also that you forgot to mention?

As I said above, I am extremely happy with the report and the finances. I will ask our tressurer to
send the II instalment of Rs. 1, 20, 439.00 soon.

Thanks and Regards,
Vishwa



Answer from Mrs. Bapat
Received on 27th May 2006

 Dear Vishwa,

 1)Early Parenting is a programme and a network which tries to address aspects of care and
development and rights of children below the age of 6 years with special focus on children below
3yrs.SmtMaya Gaitonde of Bala Mandir Trust -Chennai has spearheaded this network.Swadhar
became part of this network in Nov,2005.the network makes use of a calender which addresses
the various developmental stages of the child divided in to two parts-0-3 and 3-6 yrs.It covers -
Sense of self,Physical,relationships,understanding and communication.As is well known,the early
years are crucial for the development of the child.We wanted the teachers to understand this and
spread this message in the community.We have made a small beginning.

 2)All festivals including Christmas and Id are celebrated.

 3)It was found that there was a problem about ghutka use in this locality -both with the parents
and some children.Some MSW students conducted this session for the parents -some children
were also present.this message about the ill effects of ghutka are also spread by the teachers in
class.

 4)We have a reading class programme in the PMC area which covers 6 corporation schools since
2003-4.Two book fairies distribute story books to children of the 1 to 4 Std for 45mins in a
week.We have a collection of around 3,000 story books and have covered 2500 children this
year.We have a staff of 14 book fairies.

 5)Many children come from Karnataka.Specially in Phulenagar.

 6)Sorry -missed out typing Morwadi teachers name-Savita Mane.

 7)Yes -academic year is June to April.

 8)TM is teaching material.

 9)Classes were taken to nearby places -either park or garden or were taken for the Circus each
class spent around Rs.400/-

 With warm Regards
 Anjali


