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Snapshot of Visit: 

 Visit Summary 

o Reached Allahabad on 13th February. Met Mr Lalit Uniyal and then met 

other members of Bhoomiheen at Allahabad 

o Left Allahabad at 5 am and reached Aau around 9 am  

o I went to Aau with Mr Ashok, who works at Bhoomiheen office in 

Allahabad. Nathubhai from Bhoomiheen school was always 

accompanying me 

o Visited each and every class. Spent 20-30 minutes on average from 

Class 0 to Class 10th. Visited all other facilities in the campus including 

computer room, video room, game room, teachers’ room, skill-training 

rooms, self-sustainability efforts. 

o Attended the cultural programme organized by students and later 

talked to the teachers for 30 minutes. 

o Left Aau around 6 pm and came back to Allahabad around 10 pm  

 Overall impression 

o This project is associated with Asha for last 18 years. Seattle Chapter 

has been supporting this school since the beginning.  

o Part of the school is supported by Government and part of it is run by 

Asha funds. The infrastructure is mostly built with Asha funds. 

o The school has very good campus with gardens, fields, orchards, good 

quality classrooms, Shaded auditoriums. 

o The students seem happy and teachers are from Attara town within 5 

km distance from Aau. The school is at the border of the village, 2 km 

from the Government schools of the village 

o Many students opted for this school for its good infrastructure, free 

education and the culture of teaching with utmost dedication from 

teachers,  

o The higher class (9-10) is run under NIOS and there are more girls in 

the higher classes (probably because the school is free in contrast to 

other schools). 

o There is scope of improvement in English and use of computers/tablets 

in teaching (with such good infrastructure) 

o More discussion needed 

 Who is the main coordinator for the work at Grassroot and 

planning for future? Mr Unyal travels very frequently to Aau. I 

met the headmaster of higher classes and headmistress for 

primary. They are locals. 

 If the Class 9-10 students opt for NIOS being aware of the 

limitations they will face in future. The partnership between 

school management and the Government. 
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Details: 

When I reached at around 9 am, I saw children were coming to school. Most of them 

were walking. Some of the older kids are coming by cycles. I also met the 

Headmaster of the school - Mr Phoolchandar Khushwara. He joined the school in 

1981 as Assistant teacher and became the Headmaster since 1997. He mentioned 

many of the students are from SC/ST and poverty-stricken families of Aau and other 

villages nearby. I have seen around 300 students all-total in the school. I have noted 

down some observation across classes 

 Class 0 - It is the KG wing. I found mostly girl students in this group. Students 

are sitting on the floor. They can say ABCD, differentiate between small-big 

etc, can recite small poems taught, can count 1-10 etc 

 Class 1 – In math, some of the students can tell tables up to 15. They have 

good addition skills for one digit numbers. All can say A to Z. They can write 

names in English and Hindi. 

 Class 2 - Their addition skills have expanded to 2-digit numbers. Most can say 

tables till 10. Some of them can say English words.  

 Class 3 - I found a stark difference in vocabulary and mathematical skills 

among boys and girls in this class (the gap reduces as I moved to higher 

classes). Most students know tables till 20. Their Hindi reading skills are very 

good. Depending on the standards, I have given boy students to multiply and 

girl students to add. (When I asked the teachers later, they were not able to 

give any reasons for this difference) 

 Class 4 – The differences among boys and girls are no longer noticed. Most 

can do simple multiplications (one digit with two digits). Boys on average have 

more vocabulary though. 

 Class 5 – Their mathematical skills have improved over class 4. Vocabulary is 

still pretty limited (mostly 2-3 words starting from common alphabets). Some 

3-4 students were a bit class apart from rest of the class in English. 

 Class 6 - Students have better vocabulary than Class 5 on average. They 

have good multiplication and division (one digit divider) skills. 

 Class 7 – Compared to Class 6, they have more vocabulary in English and 

some can form simple sentences. Their division skills have improved to 2 digit 

dividers.  

 Class 8 – They started to forget tables and sometimes have problems 

remembering a single digit multiplication without going through the full table.  

 Class 9 – Almost 80% students could read English with a decent pace among 

their taught sections 

 Class 10 - For an unseen passage, 50 pct students could read well, 25% 

could read with moderate speed and the rest were not doing so well.   



 

 

 



 

 

Primary School Students  

 



 

 

 

Class 6-10 Students 

 



Apart from going Class to Class, Ashok showed me the whole campus - the water 

pumping system, the backup generator, the water storage, the kitchen, the computer 

room, the musical instruments, the library, the game room, the audio-visual system 

for teaching; the rooms where students are trained for beautician classes (girls), 

knitting classes (girls), pump fixing (boys), sheet metal work (boys), radio (boys). 

Some of the workshops seemed to be used regularly, some occasionally. The 

classes are usually for the higher classes (8-10). I also spent time in the Computer 

room. There are some basic English CDs with pictures. The teachers mentioned that 

they have 3 different levels for weak students and CDs are used based on their 

levels. In beautician class room, senior students were using their skills on primary 

students for the cultural program ahead. 

 

Library 

 

Music Instruments 



 

Game Room 

 

Games for Primary Students 

 

Machines for Knitting Classes 



 

Sheet Metal Workshop 

 

Radio and TV Repair Classes 

 

Students in space reserved for Beautician Classes  

 

 



The mid day meal given to students was dal and rice that day. 

 

The computer lab is functional. One of the computer teachers seemed very good 

technically and may help in implementing more technical methods in teaching if 

needed in future. When I tried to visit, there is a power cut and they have to turn on 

the backup generator to show me the system.  

 



 

Computer Lab with Teachers 

The school has “Krishi” (farming) in its name. True to its name, the school has a 

good amount of land dedicated for farming. Some of the local villagers are using 

those lands and giving the school a percent of their profit from the farming. Also, 

organic vegetables from this land are used in midday meals. They have a room for 

mushroom farming as well. I saw a Solar panel that is used for showing to kids the 

use of solar energy. 

 

Mushroom Farming in a Room with Maintained Temperature 



 

Farming Lands in the Campus (Wheat etc) 

 

Trees in Campus 

There are no major requests from the teachers. Some of them mentioned teaching 

materials for English may help a bit more.   

 



Overall I felt the school building, teachers’ rooms and the auditorium are built very 

nicely giving children a very good environment to learn. 

 

Children after Class with School Buildings on the Background 

 

Other rooms with the trees on Campus 

 

The Open Auditorium 



The children presented 2-3 songs and 3 cultural dances. It was amazing. I 

thoroughly enjoyed the program. The Music teacher helped the children time to time. 

 

 

 

Children During and after the Program 



I have ended my visit with great memories of my interaction with kids and the cultural 

programme where the students sang, coordinated and danced very well.  

 

Me (Padmanava Sen) with Children 

 

Beautiful Smiles 


