
Site visit to Bharathi Trust – Kuvempu project, Dec 23-24, 2012 

Vidya Kendras  

Visited six Vidya Kendras (evening schools) spread out over at 10-15 km range. One of the items of focus on this visit was 

to observe the reading skills of students as this was set as an area for improvement over the last year. 

Hulluru: (30/30 present) Students at the Vidya Kendra are mostly from the SC community. Teachers were able to 

correctly assess the reading ability of students. Most of the students are average or below what I would expect as the 

reading ability for that grade. At least three fourth graders had difficulty in reading Kannada fluently. A sixth grader 

demonstrated fluent reading ability. Children were very enthusiastic – they put up an impromptu play and dance recital 

demonstrating they are not shy.  

Singapura: (25/30 present) Almost a third of the students are 3-4 years old. There is strong indifference between upper 

caste Lingayats and the SCs. Teachers are not doing a good job but local politics is preventing taking action as the 

parents are supporting the teachers. All five fifth graders were able to read Kannada prose but slowly. Tested some 

students in fractions and results were poor. 

Nagarhatta: The solar light supporting the center has stopped working three months before and classes are being held in 

candle light.  Most probably the battery needs replacement. Most students in the 4th-7th grades were able to read from 

Kannada text – not fluent but better than the first two schools visited. The teachers (Nagarajappa and ?) are doing a 

good job in imparting reading skills. This center was very good a few years back in Math. Now only one student could 

complete a fractional addition. Graduates of this center have gone on to complete higher education consistently due to 

the efforts of the teachers. 

Eachgatta: Met 5th grade students in their day school. The classroom had a Kannada books hanging on the walls all 

around the room. Asked students to pick up a random book and read. Overall students’ reading levels were very good. 

Tekalavatti Gollarahatti:  (41 of 58 present). Students are mostly from the Yadav community. Kannada reading 

performance was average but students have to improve on fluency. In Math, students were good at basic arithmetic 

(addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division) but not with fractions. 

Tekalvatti I: (25 present) Class is being conducted at teacher Siddha Raju’s house. Students in 5th-7th grades are able to 

read Kannada but only some are slow. A second grader reads much better for her level. There was some discussion on 

how to identify and encourage good performers. One way is to have reading competitions at each grade level.  

Shivaganga I: Lokesh is one of the teachers. Students are doing well overall in Kannada reading and basic math. 

In all centers, the usage of the library books was low. The library collection needs to be updated with more picture 

books. Currently the collection has more non-fiction books, and children are not as motivated to read them. 

Chitrahalli migrant laborer bridge school  

Classes are being held at the Eachgatta middle school in a unused room. Headmaster of the school has been very 

cooperative in letting students integrate into the mainstream school. There is one student admitted to 7th grade. Three 

students were joined in a privately run convent – Don Bosco in Chitradurga. They are completely sponsored due to their 

economic condition. 8 students were admitted to 3rd and 4th grades (in the elementary school in another location) but 

they are currently only attending the bridge school to up to speed for their level. Next year the five fourth graders will 

be admitted to the middle school at Eachgatta. Students who were there for more than 2 years are doing reasonably 

well in reading and basic math given that they were starting with almost not education. 



Students were highly motivated to use “Nali Kali”material published by the Karnataka State Govt. This material is based 

off a Montessori-like concept of learning and has many picture cards for learning Kannada and math. Have to investigate 

if this material can be made available to other Vidya Kendras – Dr. Geetha will follow up with the Dist. Level officer 

about this material.   

Computer Classes 

There are number of high school and PUC students enrolled. MS office, and Windows applications, as well as Tally, an 

accounting software is taught. Basic MS office course runs for 3 months and with Tally for 6 months. Students are 

charged a fee of Rs 500 for the class but not everyone is able to pay. Only Rs. 2000 was realized last six months. Students 

demonstrated Tally ledger creation and MS Powerpoint presentation but not confidently; lacking basic Excel skills. A 

professional sculptor is learning to use the computer to create his plans - just by using basic paint, he is able to sketch 

plans very well.  

Overall, computer students – average levels of learning. The teacher Raghu needs to do a better job. 

Vocational training 

Eight students were learning tailoring. The classes are going well. Most of the women claim that they have learned a lot. 

There is a nominal charge of Rs. 50/month that some can’t pay because of economic hardship. Women can readily stitch 

and sell products from home. Rs. 150 for a skirt + top for a two hour job. Students primarily learn stitching ladies 

garments. 

Teacher Kusuma (a single parent) get Rs. 1900/pm and needs more salary to support a larger family now. Also require 

some new replacement sewing machines.  

Govt school 

The Shivaganga Govt. Model higher primary school was running from 1935 but was on the verge of closure due to low 

enrollment (down to 33 in 2011). Most students are lured to low-cost private schools as the impression is that they are 

anyway better than the Govt. school. Kuempu stepped in to increase the enrollment as the children who would suffer 

are from the marginalized sections of the village. Kuvempu organization has the authority to manage the school now. 

Enrollment is up to 78 for grades 1-7 and in addition 48 in Kindergarten.   The Kindergarten teachers, Veda and Nazeema 

are well qualified (D.Ed/BA) and are doing an excellent job in preparing the Kindergarteners for the regular school. U KG 

– all children know the alphabet and LKG around 60%. Reviewed workbooks with the teachers and saw that the progress 

is being kept track off well. A lot of political issues are threatening to stop the Kindergarten activities next year.  

One teacher’s salary is supported by a private donor (Asha volunteer). Another local donor gave books for the first year. 

Hoping that this cost will get absorbed in to the Govt school next year.  
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