
Virtual Site Visit to Bharathi Trust – Kuvempu 

Date: March 11, 2023 

Asha volunteers: Sai Gopisetty, Reeti Rouse-Katoch, Ramesh Balasubramanian 

Video recording: https://youtu.be/z9og8NjbL9E  

 

Summary of Conference calls with Kuvempu staff in 2022: 

(* denotes Asha volunteers; Geetha Devi and Prakash DV are project coordinators) 

Feb 06, 2022, Sai Gopisetty*, Dr. Geetha Devi, Prakash DV 

Feb 13, 2022, Sai Gopisetty*, Dr. Geetha Devi 

May 20, 2022, Sai Gopisetty*, Dr. Geetha Devi, Prakash DV 

Apr 24, 2022, Sai Gopisetty*, Dr. Geetha Devi 

Jul 3, 2022, Jul 17, 2022, Jul 24, 2022, Aug 7, 2022, Viraja Gopisetty*, Deepshika Jois*, Sai Gopisetty*, Dr. 

Geetha Devi, Sondekola Students Robotics Camp 

Oct 30, 2022, Sai Gopisetty*, Dr. Geetha, Prakash DV 

 

3/11/2023 

A virtual site visit was conducted at Hullur Vidya Kendra located in Chitradurga District of Karnataka. 

(https://goo.gl/maps/iGNUVkC4qMpXQz4P7)  

Overview 

The overall strength of this Vidya Kendra (evening tuition center) is around 110. Regular class meetings 

were replaced by inviting students and teachers from other centers for today’s virtual meeting with 

Asha volunteers. We interacted with teachers, students, vocational training participants, education 

grant beneficiaries, as well as some parents. The school is surrounded by trees planted by Kuvempu 

students and staff 19 years back and give a nice backdrop and a reminder of what small acts in the past 

can lead to. Here are some highlights from the virtual visit. 

 

Morarji School and Entrance Exam 

Some students are attending an entrance exam to a State run residential schools known as Morarji Desai 

Residential Schools for Minorities. These schools provide free tuition, uniform, and residence, and a 

nominal boarding fee for minority students. The quality of the schools is much better than regular govt. 

schools. There are 5-8 schools per district. There are admission test to get into the 6th grade or the 11th 

grade by a common entrance exam. Many of the Kuvempu Vidya Kendra (VK) students have taken 

advantage of this opportunity. Today 5 of the Hollur VK students are taking the exam. 

https://youtu.be/z9og8NjbL9E
https://goo.gl/maps/iGNUVkC4qMpXQz4P7


 

Teachers 

We talked to Subith, Swetha, Shashikala, and Swetha who are teachers at the Hullur Vidya Kendra. There 

are two additional teachers with a total of 6 handling over 100 students.LKG-1st: Swetha; 1-3: Archana; 

3-4 Subith; 5-7: Priyanka and Shashikala.   

Subith is a former VK student and a BA graduate. During day time, he teaches at a private school as a 

support staff (GK, basic computers). At the Vidya Kendras, he teaches 3rd and 4th class students in Maths, 

English, and Kannada. He uses phonics for English teaching based on a training session he received a few 

years back. He also conducts a cultural activity on Friday and once a week a drawing class. Priyanka is 

currently in her final year of B.Sc. in CBZ (Chemistry, Botany, Zoology) and is also a returning VK student. 

She attends college from 7 am to 4 pm and comes straight to the Vidya Kendra for the evening tuition. 

Swetha is a second year B.Com student. Shashikala is pursuing M.Com and a Vidya Kendra graduate. She 

started yoga classes a few months back based on her training in high school. She provided feedback that 

the there is fear of English among students and it will be good to have focused training sessions on 

English for both students and teachers. Hullur Govt. school teaching is very poor. Govt. School teachers 

are more engaged in administrative activities than actual teaching. The presence of Vidya Kendras is 

making a real difference to the low income group students that don’t have any other recourse. 

Shruti is a teacher at Sondekola. She married a year back but is still helping with the school. She teaches 

twenty three 5th-7th class students and is considered one of the best teachers. She is requesting a 

projector and screen for the Sondekola and Nagarhatta centers to be used at the Govt. School for online 

learning.  

Ratnamma is the teacher at Eachgatta. She also serves as the village ANC and is a health worker. There 

are more students going to English medium schools in her village and the attendance in her center has 

been dropping due to lack of a good English teacher. Ratnamma is not good with English. There is Govt. 

school teacher that is capable but is not helping the Vidya Kendra.  

Students 

We spoke with Deekshita a 5th class student and Vinutha, and 7th class student in Hullur. Sanjar a 7th 

class student and Naitanya, a 6th class student, Tarakeshwari, 6th class, Spandana, 6th class at Sondekola;  

Ankita (7th), Triveni (6th), Rupa (6th) from the Tekalvatti Center. Vikram (6th) and Manoj (7th) from 

Nagarhatta Center. Rashmi (8th), Veeresh (7th) from the Eachgatta Center. Akash (6th), Divya (6th) from 

Nandanahosur Gollarahatti Center.  

 

Education Grant Beneficiaries 

Every year there are around 150-200 students from primary classes to professional degrees that are 

supported by grants – either material, fees, books, travel, and sometimes residence, so the students can 

pursue their goals of staying in the education system and completing higher education. We talked to 

Pavana, who just completed 11th class exams. She is expecting 90% marks and thanks Dr. Geetha and 

Kuvempu trust for the books and fees support. She wants to enter medicine and is also getting NEET 

training at the college. She is currently scoring 475/700 in her practice tests, so still some way to go. 



Tailoring Center 

We met 5 girl students out of the current batch of 14 students. They come from Bommenahalli, which is 

16-18 Km from Shivagana where the tailoring classes take place. Their village is not connected to the 

main road which is 8-10 Km to reach. Either they have to hitch a rid on a bike or walk for 2-3 hrs to each 

the main road. One of the students is 9th class drop out, two are PUC drop outs. One belongs to the Govi 

community which discourages girls/women from pursuing higher education. One student Shruti is 

looking for independence from her drunk husband to help her family (parents and 2 children aged 8 and 

19) economically. She learnt to stitch a blouse, gown, and long frock in the two months at the center. 

Bindu is another student who wants to support her mother financially before getting married. Almost all 

the tailoring students are looking for some support from the organization to buy a sewing machine after 

graduation. 

 

Parents 

We  talked parents for three Vidya Kendra students. They are very happy with the Vidya Kendras as the 

Govt. Schools are not very effective and their children need additional help.  

 

Follow up 

Looking for training sessions for teachers in English. Request is for in-person training as online is very 

difficult to relate to. A 10-15 day visit by anyone will be very welcome. Or if select teachers can be sent 

to a training class in another town, that can be arranged. There were a couple of training sessions in the 

past. One by an Asha volunteers settled in Bangalore (Jayashree and Reshmi) and another in Dharvad at 

a Govt. school. The project staff don’t have good connections now with potential trainers. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

7/3/2022-8/7/2022 Virtual Robotics Workshop 

• Two students from the Novi High School, Viraja Gopisetty and Deepshika Jois ran four 

workshops on basics of robotics for a set of six students form Sondekola Center. The students 

raised funds for a computer and a FIRST Lego League robotics kit and sent it to the center prior 

to the workshops. Each class focused on specific items on robotics – including an overview of 

what a robot is, its construction, sensors and actuation, and programming. Presentation was 

made in English and Kannada. 





 



 

 

 

  

 


