
Site visit to Ananda Bharathi, Tarnaka, Hyderabad 

By Giri (Asha Hyderabad) on 25th April 2008 

 

I went to the address that was mentioned in the Asha projects page of Ananda Bharathi. I realized that this 

address is the home address of the secretary who runs this school. There was a maid there at that house and told 

me that there is nobody at home and now the secretary and others are the school. She then directed me to the 

school, which is about 10 minutes walk from there. I went to the school just at lunch time and I saw few people 

with children in informal dresses were having their lunch. I also saw there were two old people and got 

introduced to them. They both are the board member of Ananda Bharathi and they said it’s the last day of the 

school that day and they are having a get together party with children as well as couple of alumni who are 

attending that party. One who has studied there till 10th, did her 10+2 and diploma in physiotherapy and is now 

practicing. The other is doing her degree. They told that this was started by her friend several years back and 

there are few volunteers like them who are helping the organization continue to run. They said they initially had 

one time funding from CRY and they are using it as corpus fund even now. After few years, when one of the 

volunteers of Asha for Education in Irvine chapter came to know about this, proposed this project to her chapter 

and is being funded about 1000 to 1500 dollars per year. They have been getting this funding through one time 

FCRA clearance every time (this is what I understood) and they seems to be going through lot of documentation 

with the govt to get the small amount. They seem to be a bit disappointed with the effort that they had to put in 

for this small amount. I saw a few girls who started playing hide and seek, blind fold game, one leg game and 

foot ball out side their house and in within their compound wall. The girls before started playing, while coming 

outside after having lunch, greeted me on their own and called me "Anna" (brother). I was really amazed by the 

way they got introduced and being so bold especially with a stranger. Even the two old people said the same that 

they train the children such a way that they are bold and playful.  

 

 
Girls playing one leg game 

 



 
Girls playing hide and seek 

 

 
Football time 

 



 
Group photo after football, don’t look tired at all! 

 

  
Enough of games! 

 

I was invited for lunch along with them, but I have already had one (I would have loved to have lunch with 

them). They offered me a sweet and banana. I asked if they have such lunch daily as part of their school. They 

said no but since this is like their get together they are having this lunch. But on the regular school days the 

children are usually given some kind of nutritional supplement like a fruit or soaked beans etc. I started asking 



general questions about their functioning, teaching methodology, girls background, etc. The school now has 30 

girl children of varying ages from 8 to 17, who are equivalent to 3rd std to 10+2. All the girls are first generation 

literates and they also help their parent's profession like being a daily wage worker or maid servants etc. So they 

had to fix their school timings as 2 PM to 5 PM after consulting their parents. This is the only time that they get 

to read, write and learn. So, the teaching methodology is very informal and they finally relate what they are 

teaching to the formal lessons in the regular text books but is not compulsion. They took an example that they 

start taking example like water and ask the students itself asking them to tell about water, asking them to 

describe its characteristics, uses etc. So, this way the classes are highly interactive and they try to cover each and 

every aspect of the same subject like chemistry (water composition), geography, science including the language 

itself like Hindi, Telugu and English etc. I think this is the best way of teaching the kids, where they can relate 

things that they study with their daily life. This also seems to have proven that they became very sharp and 

intelligent. They may not be so bookish and may not answer all the questions from a book, but can analyze and 

try to get to the answer. There are only few teachers (did not ask how many exactly), but seems to be about 4 to 

5 and all are volunteers only working or having their own business somewhere else. They are not specially 

trained for this kind of teaching methodology but they have learnt these themselves after started teaching 

children who did not even knew 'ABC's. They prepare themselves before coming to the class and go the way the 

class flows. They finally come to text books once they feel that they have discussed enough and go through the 

text books and relate the same to what they have discussed earlier. They may not complete the entire text book 

for the academic year as the time is not enough. But the teachers are confident that they will pass if they go to 

regular schools and many of their students have proved the same. The children are also taught some vocational 

courses like weaving, stitching and tailoring. They do have 5 sewing machines. 

I have been invited to see their premises class rooms etc. And then they invited to play a small game. A person 

who gets out (first one will be selected) will take a paper stick and comes a person to hit him/her till he/she takes 

some other persons name and point to that person. If he/she do not take a name and point, he/she will be out and 

will be hit by the paper stick. I loved this playing this game with them as I do not know anybody's name, but 

they all are taking my name as "Giri Anna" and by the time he/she comes to me, I had to take somebody's name 

but I could not point them properly. But they did allow me even if I could not point, but I had to take 

somebody's name. I tried with all sorts of girl's names and there were somebody or the other with some common 

names like Lakshmi, Sharada etc. There were actually two or more who shared the same names and they asked 

me select whether it’s the elder or younger ones. It was fun. After the game, the children were given their 

examination papers corrected. Some children were disappointed with their marks and some were trying to 

compare with others etc. They really got busier and then finally I had to leave. I spent 4 hours with them and I 

really had great time. I wish I had more time to spend there.  

My visit went well and I really recommend to continue to fund them and if possible to get more requirements. I 

did ask them if they need anything else apart from whatever they are being supported for. They were little 

hesitant to say anything at that time, but we can ourselves ask them and see if they need anything else like 

playing material, teaching material, books etc. They do seem to have a library, but I think there are not enough 

books. It also looks like the children do not do any reading at home, so may not make any sense to get more 

books for the library. It seems that children are also involved some making of soft toys and they put them in 

exhibition and also sale them. They do this once in a year. I asked them inform me of their events from now on 

so that I could share the same amongst Asha Hyderabad volunteers. I also offered that I will try to get Asha 

Hyderabad's involvement as much as possible with them. They also have a website now: 

http://www.anandabharathi.org 

 



 
Board members, the one on the left is also a teacher there 

 

 
One of the class rooms, we can also see three sewing machines 

 



 
Group photo 

 

 
One teacher in front of the library (one rack with books) 

 



 
One more class room 

 

 
Play material and the items made by children and stacked benches 

 



 
Teachers and alumni 

 

 
The group 

 



 
Some of the items made by the children are being displayed and stored here 

 

 
Small group 

 



 
Students got busier after they got their exam papers corrected 

 

 
More items made by children in the display 

 



 
 

 


