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Ananda Bharathi conducts nonformal classes for girls in Tarnaka, a middle-class neighborhood in Secunderabad. Most students are domestic workers and live in a nearby slum. Currently there are 30 students between 5 and 16 years of age. 

To learn more about Ananda Bharathi visit www.ashanet.org and click on projects or go to www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=339
Sreekumar is our main contact and he has been coordinating the work at Ananda Bharathi. Janaki Iyer started the school and turned over the day-to-day operations to Sreekumar.  There were 4 teachers (Sailaja, Anuradha, Radha, Madhavi) and 20 students. Sailaja is the senior teacher.
We visited Ananda Bharathi in Jan 2006 and Ajitha visited them again in Mar 2006. Sreekumar met us at the school. They moved to a new facility in early 2006. Ajitha visited them in the new facility and it has more space. 

The students were preparing for Republic day (Jan 26th) celebration when we visited then in Jan 2006. Students sang in Hindi and then Telugu. Then the students split up into 3 classes so each class has only 10 students or less.

Students

· The school formally teaches them up to 6th class. For 7th to 10th class they enroll them in a local high school. However, Ananda Bharathi helps them even after the 6th class. When Ajitha visited one of the students was studying for the 10th class exams. 

· A good percentage of the students have been coming to the school regularly for 2 years or more. However, drop out rate is high, since parents move and parents want kids to make more money.

Teachers 

· 4 full time and 4 part-time teachers

· Some teachers do not take salary

· Teach Telugu and Hindi

· English teacher is there once a week. They teach English to Seniors

Financial Information

· Chartered accountant does it for free

· Need about 2,50,000 Rs. Per year

· About 1,00,000 Rs. From Interest from funding they have

· 50,000 – 70,000 Rs.Family trust (small donation)

· 1,00,000 – 1,50,000 Rs. – Need from Asha
What other benefits do the students get?

· Free bus passes for girls

· Give nutritional supplements

· Learn sewing

· Went to LV Prasad free eye camp.

· They give fruits in the afternoon.

· They take care of basic medical needs.

What help can Asha Irvine provide other than monetary?

· Networking in India

· Learning methods from other schools (special skills to teach the students)

· Need Volunteers to run around. Getting students to write the exams
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Students practicing songs for Republic Day.
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Juniors
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Seniors







