
Asha-wide call on 3
rd

 June 2011 at 9 am PST. 

Call invite sent out on asha-projects. Call minutes and funding recommendations sent out for review 

subsequently on the same Y! groups. 

Call Attendees: Poornima, Nikit, Devaveena (Stanford), Padmanava (Central) 

 Q: Does drought qualify for Central funds? 

A: Asha previously has supprted tsunami, cyclone, flood relief measures. Drought is well-known disaster, 

and hence should qualify for consideration.  

 Q: The article about the Purulia drought is dated from a while ago. Is the drought situation still current? 

A: Yes, very much so. The current drought is the result of a couple years of low rainfall. Currently, the 

situation seems out of control, with water levels being the lowest they have ever been. 

 Q: Rain expected in Purulia in the next couple of weeks. Can they take measures to store this rainwater? 

How does rain impact the current plans? 

A: Put Somnath in contact with Devaveena’s dad who has been helping villages in WB with rainwater 

collection. Somnath will be contacted RE: their plans to implement rain water collection.  

Some concern was raised as to whether the predicted rain forecast is accurate, in which event, this 

question may not even be applicable.  

Also, these rainwater collection schemes take a few months to install and operate. Suggest that these 

schemes be implemented in parallel to the re-excavation of wells. 

  Our recommendations: 

1. Send half the amount, i.e. Rs. 2,03,500. Have another call in 2-3 weeks to see how funds are being 

utilized, and then revisit the question of whether the remaining Rs. 2,03,500 will benefit the cause. 

 2. Ask Somnath for pictures/videos of the re-excavation process, and with initial and final photos for 

documentation purposes.  

 3. Nikit from Asha Stanford will visit the wells in September.  

 4.Create an Asha Central web page for this particular project.  


