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The pandemic has been tough for all schools, and VTCL is no exception.    The staff put in enormous 

effort in the Community Learning Centers, where they visited tribal haadis (hamlets) regularly and 

worked with the children.    The Community Learning Centers are documented in this blog post: 

https://boston.ashanet.org/2020/12/20/community-learning-centers-during-covid/ 

Enrollment in 2021-2022 
A while back admissions had been going down, especially after they had to charge a small fee after the 

government pulled out some of its funding.   So we were worried about what would happen post-Covid.   

But admissions for the year 2021-2022 has hit a record 526.  They have had to close admissions. 

In discussing these reasons with Praveen (education head at SVYM), it appears that there are multiple 

reasons for this.   A renewed focus on academics (especially since Praveen took charge) has increased 

the confidence of the parents, and that is one reason.    Enrollment had been steadily increasing over 

the last 3 years (pre-pandemic), and has hit a record high this year. 

Below are some numbers for the year 2021-2022. 

Standard 

No of Students 

Boys Girls Total 

Montessori 20 10 30 

1st 9 9 18 

2nd 18 10 28 

3rd 16 16 32 

4th 25 25 50 

5th  18 18 36 

6th  32 31 63 

https://boston.ashanet.org/2020/12/20/community-learning-centers-during-covid/


7th  32 18 50 

8th  50 35 85 

9th  46 36 82 

10th  25 27 52 

Total 291 235 526 

M – 7th  170 137 307 

8th – 10th  121 98 219 

 

 

78% belong to indigenous tribes. 

 

All classes 6 and above are operating now.   Some photos of textbook and notebook distribution are 

below. 
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SSLC 2021 Results 

 

Special efforts are being taken to help students who have passed class X go to college, with special 

admission drives. 
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Drop Out Worries 
Some of the students from previous years have not come back yet.   Some boys who started working 

during the pandemic have not come back.  More girls have come back, but a few have been married and 

they haven’t come back.   We are exploring options on how we can help them. 

Out of School Children (OOSC) in VTCL 

Standard Long Absent Drop-Out Total OOSC 

8th   9 5 14 

9th  1 6 7 

10th   0 8 8 

 Total 10 19 29 
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Note on the Guru Manthan Series 
Several VTCL teachers participated in the Guru Manthan series for teachers organized by SVYM during 

the pandemic.  Guru Manthan was supported by Asha Boston, and was a series of online sessions with 

educationists for teachers primarily in Karnataka.   The goal was to provide teachers with multiple 

perspectives and resources and help them evolve as teachers.   Rather than telling them what to do, we 

wanted them to evolve on their own.  So many teacher training programs have the same challenges as 

the pedagogical methods followed in classrooms today - training sessions ask teachers to do specific 

things ("this is how you do joyful learning"), rather than encourage them to open their minds and think 

on their own.  In this session we wanted to provide access to a lot of ideas, and encourage them to 

fulfil their own potential, so that they can in turn help children fulfil their potential. 

Venkatalakshmamma, a teacher at VTCL was one of the teachers (from across Karnataka) who attended 

every single session.    She spoke at the final feedback and wrap-up session to share her thoughts of the 

impact this session had on her. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mj9-Jt1Riu0&list=PLRBFMon-yccRx6aFNEBRG8TsQEzrPZLTZ
https://youtu.be/r1kANXxgxTU

