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I spent most of my time with teachers, participating in the day long program where they worked with 

teachers in surrounding ashram schools.  This has been a very good initiative, thanks to funding by 

Oracle.  The sessions were lively, with active participation by teachers.  The main topic of the day was 

how to relate what children learn in school with the world they live in.  Pictures are here: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/wnFq7CASzeCBmrBf9 

I had several meetings with the leadership team on future plans for VTCL.  I have felt strongly for a while 

that we need to plan career paths that makes use of their strengths (which I feel other vocational 

training program had not done so far).   The kids are all creative in art, and we have tried selling greeting 

cards and so on at chapter events.  To make that a bigger business we would need to create a local 

support system with artists in the area.  Currently they don't have a great art teacher, so we have to 

start there. Some former students are studying in art instituitions in Mysore, perhaps we can get their 

help to  create a network. 

In this regard I had requested them to visit KSV, another Asha Boston project.  KSV incorporates music 

(and dance) in the curriculum from the beginning. The students study the standard curriculum, and also 

the performing arts (music and dance).  They do not use the typical excuse that there is no time for the 

regular curriculum and other programs.  They make it all happen, and many students who completed 

class X at the school are now in careers related to the performing arts.   A team from SVYM visited KSV 

and were very appreciative that KSV has stuck to their plan of incorporating the performing arts as part 

of the school till now.    

All this input has hopefully helped them think about the direction of VTCL.   One of things they are 

considering is more elaborate sports program, as the tribal children are typically very good at sports. 

There are career options like physical education teachers in government schools and other schools in 

the area. 

We also had some discussions on improving the quality of learning.  Various reforms are underway, 

more on this in the next visit. 

 


