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I have visited VTCL (Viveka Tribal Center for Learning) many times over the years.  I have spent time with 

teachers, interacted with students, sat in classes, given short talks, joined with VTTRC (DEd college) 

students in classes they handled as part of their own training, eaten lunch there, visited their gardens, 

and so on.   This time my visit was different – I was happy to participate in a book release function for a 

teachers’ handbook for using the Jenukuruba language in the Nali-Kali methodology for teaching classes 

I to III.  Jenukuruba language is spoken by the Jenukuruba tribe. 

Jenukuruba is one of the four forest tribes served by VTCL. 

The work of creating the dictionary was supported by a CSR grant by Oracle.  The book release function 

was held as part of the activities for the ‘budding teachers’ program, the intensive, immersive, in-person 

teacher education experience.  Joining me on stage where the chief guest, and Praveen, the head of 

Education programs at SVYM. 

Two distinguished guests were two former VTCL students from the Jenukuruba tribe.  Their happiness in 

the simple function and in holding the book, a concrete representation of their language, was a joy to 

behold.  They were felicitated as part of the function. 

We often discuss how alienating the standard curriculum is for tribal children.   SVYM has always tried to 

maintain a balance between opening up opportunities from the non-tribal world and helping the tribals 

maintain their ideals and outlook on life.  This book in the Jenukuruba language is one such effort.   

I was requested to give a speech, which I managed to do in Kannada, citing examples that formal schools 

are not the only place for ‘learning’ and ‘education;’ often children have skills and know more about 

some topics than us ‘outsiders’ who might be teaching them.  This is particularly obvious when teaching 

tribal children.   They know so much more about the area they live in and their way of life that we can 

ever know.   We should not think of ourselves as the 'know-all’ teachers who teach the ‘uneducated’ 

tribals. 



 

 


