
VTCL during lockdown 

1. All the teachers including the new recruits reported to the school in May. The recruitment of 

teachers was completed in March. 

2. The initial focus of the school was on the capacity development of teachers along with the 

academic preparations for the next year. 

3. The teachers also developed workbooks in EVS (5th std) and all subjects (10th std). 

SSLC Examinations & Continuing Education 

4. The state of Karnataka conducted SSLC examinations in the months of June – July. The school 

started a residential program for the students in 10th std in the last week of May. The program 

focused on revision for the board examinations. 

5. After considerable effort, all the students were gathered for the residential program and took 

the exams. 35 of 37 students passed the SSLC examinations. Of the 2 girls who failed in the 

SSLC, one of them cleared the exams in the supplementary exams. 

6. With consistent follow-up and financial support, it was ensured that all students enrolled for 

diverse courses for continuing education. 

CLCs and Vidyagama 

7. Community learning clubs (CLCs) were started in 10 tribal colonies, in August, from where 

maximum number of students come to VTCL. The program was a blend of the Vidyagama (run 

by the Education Dept) and the CLCs run by SVYM across the districts of Bengaluru, Dharwad 

and Mysuru. 

8. Through the CLCs, the teachers of VTCL could reach out to 155 students (1st – 7th std) studying 

in the school. Over 100 students of VTCL were out of the CLCs (coming from the other tribal 

colonies), while the CLCs also supported students from the respective tribal colonies going to 

other schools. 

9. For the students in High Schools, the Education Dept. conducted classes on television every 

day. This helped a limited number of students who had access to TV. To reach out to the 

students, the teachers also started online classes along with sharing recorded sessions with 

the students. Students who did not have access to either a smartphone or data were also 

encouraged to come to school. 

10. Overall, these programs could not reach out to most of the students at the school as they 

come from nearly 60 tribal colonies. 

Re-opening of School 

11. The school was permitted to resume the classes for 8th – 10th std from 1st Jan. The school 

started the residential school only for 10th std and later extended it to 8th and 9th std. 

12. Even after consistent follow-up and multiple home visits, the school presently has only 153 

students out of the 176 students in 8th – 10th std. Students from families that migrated to 

Kodagu and boys who started working as daily-wage labourers form most of the students who 

are not back in school yet. 



13. The school was also reopened for 6th – 7th std in Feb. The school is presently functioning as a 

day-scholar school for the students in these grades from the nearby tribal areas. The CLCs 

were continued in 3 tribal colonies. 

14. The Education Dept. has announced that the academic year shall end in June and the SSLC 

examinations shall be conducted in June – July 2021. For the 10th std, the focus is now on the 

completion of syllabus for the examinations. However, for the other grades, the school has 

more flexibility in terms of the syllabus completion and the classroom methodologies. 

15. The students faced by the students esp. in the High School is the loss of ability to write / take 

notes and being able to concentrate for extended periods. 

Other updates 

16. Starting in mid-July, the salary of all the teachers were reduced to 50% or 70% based on the 

workload and the financial conditions of their families. Few staff were laid off after sufficient 

notice. The salaries were rolled back to 100% in phases over 6 months. The teachers under 

grant-in-aid continued to receive 100% salary from the Govt. 

17. As the academic year has been extended till June, the school shall be functional in the months 

of April & May. This shall add to the operational expenses for the next financial year as against 

nine functional months in an average year, the school shall be functional for eleven months. 


