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Name of the organization
Sowbhagya Educational Trust
Date of Establishment
9th  November 1992
Location
234 Kapaleeswarar Nagar, 

Neelangarai,Chennai- 600 041.

Description of area
Coastal area under the Neelankarai Panchayat. The trust provides education to the children from economically and socially underprivileged families typically employed in fishing, construction and domestic work in the local Neelankarai area.
Contact Person(s) 
          
Mrs.Jayalakshmi Rajagopal   

Mrs.Maya Mohan

Address
234, Sri Kapaleeswarar Nagar,

Neelangarai, Chennai – 600 041.
Phone number
011-91-44-24490842

011-91-44-24491548  

Number of children currently enrolled in the project

                    High School       Polytechnic     College    Total

Boys                 17                       2                     5         24

Girls                 26                       1                     9         36

                    -----------------------------------------------------------------

Total                43                        3                      14       60

Current Girl/Boy ratio
24:36

Current Teacher/student ratio
4 teachers for 60 students.

1:15 

Over all school attendance percentage
Between 85 and 95

Medium of instruction
School

Tamil

College
English
This year, 5 students are enrolled in an English medium school.
Long –term goals of the project (mention any changes you foresee) 

We started our Sowbhagya Educational trust in 1992 with the aim of giving basic education and polytechnic education to children from the financially weaker sections of society. Neelankarai and surrounding areas are coastal towns with a heavy population of fisher folk, construction workers and domestic workers. We sponsor children from the local Neelankarai Panchayat school and provide for their education from Class 6 till they complete their graduate studies or polytechnic education. We help the students find gainful employment once they graduate from college.
Description of current trust activities
The trust provides basic, higher, professional and technical education to financially underprivileged students from Neelankarai coastal villages. The children are supported from Class 6 till they complete their college education or polytechnic.  The families of the children are typically employed as fisher folk, construction workers, domestic workers and in trades like carpentry, plumbing etc. We provide tuition fees, textbooks, notebooks, stationery every year. We also provide three sets of uniforms every alternate year. Tuition classes are conducted every weekday between 5 pm – 7 pm/8 pm and Saturday between 10 am – 1 pm. Sunday coaching between 10 am –1 pm, will be added during exam times. We have appointed a tuition teacher (Ms. Sheila Bose) exclusively for teaching English. She has 20 years of experience teaching English in a local English medium school. Due to her coaching, our students have also improved in their English.
Description of Current facilities: Computer,buildings etc. How do you need to improve these facilities?

The Trust does not own any land and building or any other kind of infrastructure. All classes and trust activities are conducted in the homes of volunteers. A local well wisher has donated one computer.  The trust is run by volunteers.
How do you think the children have improved in the last year? Please include progress reports of all the children, attendance reports and general comments about overall growth of each child.

The children have shown good improvement in the last year. All the students have passed in the annual examination and have been promoted to the next higher classes. We are regularly sending quarterly, halfyearly and annual board exam results to Asha. In general most of the students are attending school and tuition regularly and are good in their studies. Only very few students are not studying well, they need extra concentration and mentoring. Around 75-80% of the students are studying well. 

Extra Curricular activities

Sports Day

The students also participate in extra curricular activities. We conducted the Sports day this year. The students enjoyed themselves participating in several track and field events, with the younger ones taking part in fun events such as lemon and spoon races and sack races.

Birla Plenatarium

As a part of their extra curricular educational activity, we took all the students from VI th Std., through the VIII th Std., to the Birla Planetarium. The students were delighted to see the sky through the telescopes and view the exhibits on the solar system.

The following school students have done especially well academically:
1. V.Dinesh doing his VII standard got above 90%. He always gets Ist rank .He is going to join English medium. He is a hardworking boy.

2. Like Dinesh, A.V.Sarathkumar is also doing well. He stood Ist in his section.

3. T.Pavithra and A.Rubini are doing their VIIth Std. They are good in their studies.

4. A.Mohana(VIIIth std),V.Sujatha (IXth std),M.Umamaheswari (IXth std) stood IInd rank in their section.

5. V.Dhatchayani(X),S.Vijayakumar(X)  stood III rd rank in their section.

During 2008-09, T.Pavithra, A.Rubini, V.Dinesh, A.V.Sarathkumar and A.Mohana are joining English Medium. We have provided special coaching in English Medium for these students during their summer vacation so that they find it easier when they start school. 

Special Mention of College students

D.Naveena ,engineering student is doing her final year in B.E(C.S). Her father is a driver. She stood IInd in her college in the 6th semester. She is getting more than 70% marks in all her semesters.

M.Anithamary is doing IIInd year B.E(E.C.E). She obtained 84.75% in her semester exams and she has stood college Ist for the past 3 semesters. She is doing special computer course in C., C++ and Java in S.S.I. Institute of Compuer Education in Chennai.

April 2008 Class XII TamilNadu State Board Exam Results 
The Sowbhgaya students have done well in their Class XII Tamilnadu State Board examinations.

Vidhya S  has  obtained an overall % of 79%  - her strongest subjects are Mathematics with a 90% and Tamil with a 96%.

R.V. Kaleeswari has  obtained an overall % of 73%  - her strongest subjects are Mathematics with a 85% and Tamil with a 91%.

Bhuvaneshwari R has  obtained an overall % of 74% - her strongest subjects are Mathematics with a 89% and Tamil with a 91%.

Kalpana P has  obtained an overall % of 73%  - her strongest subjects are Mathematics with a 89%  and Tamil with 87%.

Santhosh has  obtained an overall % of 55% - his strongest subjects are Tamil with a 81% and Biology with 66%.

Mohan B. has  obtained an overall % of 79%  - his strongest subjects are Tamil with a 87% and Commerce with 87%.

June 2008 College entrants

All the above mentioned 6 high school graduates from Sowbhagya have joined college in June 2008.

Bhuvaneshwari           BSc Computer Science
S. Vidhya                  BSc Bio Technology 
P. Kalpana                BSc Electronics and Communications Science
R.V. Kaleeswari         BSc Computer Science 
Mohan                       B. Com 
Santhosh                   BSc Computer Science

Current College students

Our current (2007 2008) college students are as follows.

D.Naveena

 
IV year
B.E(CS)

A.Samuelraj


III year
B.E(EEE)

M.Anithamary


III year
B.E(ECE)

M.Michealrani


III year
B.E(EEE)

G.Praveenkumar

II year
B.E(IT)

K.Sundarapandian

II year
B.E(ECE)

S.Sumitra


IIIYear
B.Sc(CS)

A.Savithri


IIIyear
B.Com

R.Indumathi


IIyear

B.Sc(CS)

B.Prabhu


II year
B.Sc(CS)

M.Nandakumar

Ist year
B.Sc(CS)

S.Chitra


Ist year
B.Sc(Maths)

M.Kavitha


Ist year
B.Com

K.Vinithagrace


Ist year
B.Com 

April 2008 college graduates

Six students have graduated from college in May 2008:

1.
V.Logesh

Diploma in Electronics and Communication Engineering
2.
G.Sureshmadasamy
Diploma in Electronics and Communication Engineering

3.
C.Vasuki

Diploma in Electronics and Communication Engineering

4.
D.Naveena
Bachelors of Engineering  in Computer Science

Mohammad Sathak College of Engineering.

5
S.Sumitra
Bachelors of Science(Computer Science)
Mohammad Sathak College of Arts and Science

6.
A.Savithri
Bachelors of Commerce

Chellammal Women’s college
Sowbhagya graduates Employment Details

Sowbhagya graduates have been very successful in finding good jobs. 
The following are the employment details of the Sowbhagya graduates.

	Sowbhagya Educational Trust Graduates

	1
	Name
	S.Easwaran

	 
	Degree
	Diploma in Automobile Engineering

	 
	Address
	3/252 Sengai Amman Kovil Street

	 
	 
	Neelangarai,Chennai-41

	 
	Company Name
	Murali Mechanic Works,Neelangarai

	 
	Designation
	C.N.C Machine Operator

	 
	Date of Joining
	5th March 2007

	 
	Salary per month
	Rs 3500

	2
	Name
	B.Kalaiselvi

	 
	Degree
	Diploma in Medical Lab Technology

	 
	Company Name
	Life Help Centre branch (Mahabalipuram)

	 
	Designation
	Lab Technician

	 
	Date of Joining
	27th February 2007

	 
	Salary per month
	Rs 3500

	3
	Name
	A.Nageswari

	 
	Degree
	Diploma in Medical Lab Technology

	 
	Company Name
	Wiz Tech E solutions,

	 
	 
	Giri Road,T.Nagar,Chennai.

	 
	Designation
	Data Conversion

	 
	Date of Joining
	1st November 2006

	 
	Salary per month
	Rs 2400

	4
	Name
	M.Subramani

	 
	Degree
	B.com

	 
	Company Name
	Green and Health Biomarketing Pvt Ltd.

	 
	Designation
	Development Officer

	 
	Date of Joining
	1st December 2006

	 
	Salary per month
	Rs 4000

	5
	Name
	P. Anbumani

	 
	Degree
	B.Tech in Information Technology

	 
	Company Name
	Solnet Technologies, Chennai

	 
	Designation
	Systems Administrator

	 
	Date of Joining
	2005

	 
	Salary per month
	Rs. 9000

	6
	Name
	J. Janakiraman

	 
	Degree
	Diploma in Automobile Engineering

	 
	Company
	MPL Ford, Chennai

	 
	Date of Joining
	June 2006

	 
	Salary per month
	Rs. 4000

	7
	Name
	A. Meenakshi

	 
	Degree
	Bachelors in Business Administration

	 
	Company
	Suresh and Saila Associates (Law Firm), Chennai

	 
	Date of Joining
	June 2006

	 
	Salary per month
	Rs. 1250 (subsequently left due to her mother falling sick)

	8
	Name
	R. Vijay

	 
	Degree
	B.Tech in Information Technology

	 
	Company
	Dax Networks, Neelankarai, Chennai

	 
	Position
	System Administrator  / DBA 

	 
	Date of Joining
	October 5th 2007

	 
	Salary per month
	Rs. 5500

	9
	Name
	A.Vinoth Kumar

	 
	Degree
	B.Sc(physics)

	 
	Company
	Started Tuition Center for school students

	 
	
	Part Time Tuition teacher in Sowbhagya Educational Trust

	 
	Date of Joining
	June 15, 2007

	 
	Salary
	Rs.2000 Sowbhagya

	 
	
	Rs.7000 from Private Tuition Center

	10
	Name
	M.Bharathiraja

	 
	Degree
	Diploma in Computer Engineering

	 
	Company name
	Cenza Software Solutions

	 
	Designation
	Project aligner

	 
	Date of joining
	December 2006

	 
	Salary
	Rs.1800 as stipend for first 3 months

	11
	Name
	C.Karthick

	 
	Degree
	Bachelors in Commerce

	 
	Company name
	e4e Business Solutions India Private Ltd., Chennai

	 
	Designation
	Customer Support Representative

	 
	Date of joining
	Feb 20 2008

	 
	Salary
	Rs. 4500 per month


Sponsor Visits

Ms.Puja Manglani is a sponsor of two students from the Sowbhagya Educational Trust. She sponsored Bharathiraja’s education from 2003 to 2007. Once Bharathiraja graduated (with a diploma in Computer Science) she started sponsoring B.Mohan. Mohan has passed his XIIth Std., with 75% and he has scored the highest among our Trust students. He is with us from his VI std. Ms Manglani has worked with CRY, India. CRY US and currently a Vibha Volunteer. She visited Sowbhagya Educational Trust on Nov 5,2007. She took the initiative to see her sponsored students. We appreciate her real interest in the wellbeing of her sponsored students. She met Bharathiraja and his mother and spent more than 2 hours with them. She also met other students of the trust and discussed their education, extra curricular activities etc. She saw all the records that we are maintaining for the trust. 

Ms. Sirisha Machiraju (an Asha SV volunteer) sponsors 2 students from our trust – Vinitha Grace and S. DurgaDevi. Ms. Sirisha sponsored Vinitha throughout her school education and now plans to sponsor Durgadevi as well till she completes her schooling.  She visited the trust and met with Vinitha.  Ms. Sirisha’s site visit report will be available shortly.

What are the problems you have faced in the last year?

Fortunately our Sowbhagya Educational Trust did not face any problems. Students are attending classes and tuition classes regularly.  All the students from VI th std to IX th Std have been promoted to higher classes. The Polytechnic and college students have successfully graduated. This year all the students are continuing their studies without any break. The college graduates have found good jobs.
One problem we find is that students who graduate from rural tamil medium schools are finding it somewhat difficult to face interviews and viva voce in English. So we have appointed qualified teachers and are preparing the college graduates for participation in group discussions, viva voce, interviewing techniques etc.  This is also why we have enrolled 5 students in English Medium this year, so that they are better equipped to compete with city based students for jobs.
How long do you foresee Asha to fund and for what purposes?

We require Asha to fund us for at least 5 years because the present and the newly admitted college students will finish their studies within 5 years. We have been doing this project for the last 16 years. Asha is sponsoring our project from the year 2001. With Asha’s help, we have doubled the number of students sponsored, as well as provided support for Higher Education. Several Sowbhagya graduates have found good jobs with Asha’s support.
Current expenditure details:
Annual audited income and expenditure reports have been provided for 2007 2008. All the previous audited reports have been submitted to Asha.

Current total income of your project

A corpus fund is approximately Rs.4,00,000 has been collected from well wishers,donors and through benefit programs. This corpus earns an interest of Rs.30000/- per year approximately.
Academic year 2007-2008

For High School Education . USD 7710 from Asha SV

For College Education           USD 8275 from Asha SV
Tota USD                              USD 15985 from Asha SV

Academic year 2008-09

We have received a cheque of Rs.7,00,660.80 drawn on ICICI Bank dated 9th April 2008 for High School and Higher Education.

Please give us details on the sources and amounts of funding the project receives.

Since the year 2001,the trust is 100% supported by Asha.

Current students details

Please attach a sheet with student information as follows.

We have provided biodata for all the children to the Asha SV

Current Teachers Details
Name                           Qualification            
Salary per month

Mr.Vinothkumar           B.SC(Physics)           
Rs.2000 p.m

Ms. Shanmugapriya     M.Sc(IT)                   
 Rs.2000 p.m
(till May 2008)
Ms. Selvarani

M.A., M. Phil
 
Rs. 2000 p.m
(from May 2008)
Ms.Sheela Bose             M.A,B.Ed                 
Rs.2000 p.m
(English Teacher)

Mrs. Uma Maheswari   S.S.L.C                     
 Rs.3000 p.m
Mr. K.S.Venkatesh      M.Com.,Aiciwai          
 Rs.3000 p.m 
(Project Coordinator / Accountant)

Ms. Shanmugapriya has resigned her job from May Ist 2008 since she has started a job as a software professional. In her place we have appointed Ms. Selvarani, M.A., M.Phil, who is working as a Lecturer at Vael’s Srinivasa College of Engineering in the Marine Engg. Dept., She has been appointed by our Trust as a part time tuition teacher.
Is there any additional coaching provided before the exams?
Besides the daily coaching class which are held between 6-8.30 or 9 p.m additional tuition classes are conducted Saturday and Sunday between 10 a.m and 1 p.m closer to the exams. The teachers conduct several revision tests. The Maths / Science tuition teacher Mr. A.Vinothkumar has given special coaching for students appearing for the Board Exam. Before the exam there will be tuition classes for all seven days in the week. During the summer vacation the students are learning typewriting, short term computer courses and spoken English.
Meetings are held regularly to discuss progress and review any difficulties faced by the students and/ or the teachers. 
How would you rate the overall effectiveness of this project over the past year.
The students have shown good progress. All school students have passed their final examinations. Out of 43 High School Students, 75% of the students have got within the 5th rank in their classes. Six students have graduated with college degrees. Six students have graduated high school and entered college. 
D. Naveena became the second female Engineering graduate from the trust, after M. Sujatha last year. 11 graduates are now gainfully employed after graduating with college degrees from the trust. 
Is there any other feedback you would like to provided to Asha

We wish to convey our sincere thanks to Asha Silicon Valley for this educational service in the coastal villages of Neelankarai. We are proud that in association with Asha we were able to provide higher education in the Arts, Science and Engineering fields to financially underprivileged students hailing from a rural community.
The Sowbhagya students happen to be the first generation of graduates and Engineers and Professional degree holders in their families and communities.
With Thanks,

Yours Sincerely,

Mrs. Jayalakshmi Rajagopal

Founder and Managing Trustee

Sowbhagya Educational Trust

Neelankarai, Chennai-600041.

May 19th 2008

