Asha for Education                                                                                                                                        


                                                                                  TM

Asha for Education

Asha For Education

P.O.BOX 641741, San Jose, CA 95164

 www.ashanet.org

Please attach additional sheets wherever necessary.  Thank you for your time and patience.
Name of the organization                   SOWBHAGYA EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Date of Establishment                        9th  November 1992

Location



 234, Sri Kapaleeswarar Nagar, 

 Neelangarai, Chennai- 600 041.

Description of area

            Coastal Panchayat area.  Heavily populated with  

                                                                        Fishermen and Construction Workers.

Contact Person(s) 

            1) Mrs.Jayalakshmi Rajagopal   2) Mrs.Uma Krishnan Kutty
Address 


      
234, Sri Kapaleeswarar Nagar,

                                                                        Neelangarai, Chennai – 600 041.

Phone number 

            011-91-44-24490842, 011-91-44-24490169

Number of children currently enrolled in the project     Boys 30 Girls 27   Total 57                                          

Current Girl/Boy ratio                     10:9

Current Teacher/student ratio
1:19

Over all school attendance percentage    between 85 % and 95 %


Medium of instruction
                        Tamil

Below are some general questions regarding the project.  Since your is valuable to us, please make your answers as detailed as possible.

Details on the additional coaching



The students sponsored by the Trust are given special training in English, Tamil, Computer Science, Mathematics, Biology, Commerce, Science and Social Studies by Teachers appointed by the Trust.  Computer Education is also imparted to the students.  Sincere effort is put in to improve the academic performance of each and every sponsored student.  Thus progress is monitored regularly.

Long –term goals of the project (mention any changes you foresee) 


To provide and impart financial assistance to all needy and deserving students.  To ensure that each and every underprivileged child in the Neelankarai area and surrounding communities is given proper education and find employment.  We take the students in Class 6 and support them through college.
Description of current trust activities



The sponsored students are provided with three sets of Uniforms every alternate year, School tuition fees, notebooks, text books and Stationery.  Evening tuitions are conducted daily for all the students. The hours are 5 – 7 pm and 7 – 9 pm for the different classes. There are three teachers who conduct the evening classes.  

The  progress of the students is monitored regularly.  They are provided with special classes and tuition.  The annual distribution function for the academic year 2004 – 2005 was held on June 6,2004.  During the function all the Trust students for the 2004 – 2005 were given all study materials, School Fees, Uniforms, etc. We have sent a CD of the function to Asha SV.

Description of current facilities: computer, buildings etc.  How do you need to improve these facilities?

The trust has no buildings and no infrastructural equipment. Volunteers provide the workspace for conducting the tuition classes and for all other trust activities like meetings etc.  The Trust has been gifted with a Computer, from donors in the Neelankarai community.  Computer Science students use this computer for their practice sessions.
How do you think the children have improved in the last year?  Please include progress reports of all the children, attendance reports and general comments about overall growth of each child.


Their performance has been satisfactory and encouraging.  For 2003-2004, Progress reports of all the children, 10th and 12 std State Board examination results, attendance reports and general comments about overall growth of each child has been already sent.  Workbook prepared by Asha for Education, Silicon Valley have been written by the Trust students individually and already it has been sent to Asha.  The parents are very keen to give them higher Education instead of sending them for jobs.  For 2004-2005, the Bio-Data for newly admitted students has been sent to Asha.

7 students have entered college this year.
What are the problems you have faced in the last year?

Sudden demise of A.Bhuvaneswari of XI Standard, is shocking news to Sowbhagya Educational Trust.  Bhuvaneshwari wanted to become a Collector.  We felt very sorry for her and condolence message was passed on to her family.  Another Boy Bharathiraja has broken his leg during Half-Yearly Examination.  After three months treatment, he has written X Standard Board Examination, coming by Auto from his house to school.  Suresh Madasamy of IX Standard, during Annual Examination underwent emergency Appendicitis Operation.  The Doctor Certificate has been submitted to School.    Financial crisis and family crisis seems to be the main problem faced by the children.  

In addition, the students from rural areas have to be given special coaching in the TNCPEE entrance exam and the 12 std state board exam for getting admission in better Institutions. This coaching is typically taken for 1 year in the 12th and is offered by several coaching institutions like Excel, Brilliant etc. However, these coaching classes are in English and we are unable to send our 12th std students for these classes. Also, all higher education is conducted in English – and our college students (esp Engineering and Computer Science) face language problems because of this. So we send the students to special coaching classes in English, but this is not sufficient.
Do you need additional funds from Asha? If yes, for what purposes?

The trust is solely dependent on Asha for support. If Asha can contribute towards a corpus fund, the financial position of the Trust would be more stable.  

Who are the students graduating this year and what do they plan on doing?

1.        D.Poornima            B.Sc.(Comp.Sc.)  Admission granted in MGR and Janaki College 

2.        S.Satish Kumar      B.Sc.(Maths)                               
Status: Joined B.Sc Maths Meena Muthiah Arts and Science College        

3. D.Karthik   has joined 1st year B.Com, Jain College.                                                                    
4. D.Naveena              B.E(C.Sc./EEE/ECE)                      
   Status: Counseling session from Anna University on 13th July - expecting Engineering admission, hence, estimate Rs. 40,000

5.        A.Vinodh Kumar     B.Sc.(Physics): Vivekananda college.        


6.        S.Eswaran : Diploma in Automobile Engineering       

 7.        J.Janaki Raman      Diploma in Mechanical/Automobile Engineering                
How much longer do you foresee requiring Asha funding, and for what purposes?


Yes, Asha approved funding from 2001 to 2004 and it has been extended from 2004 to 2007.  It is quite impossible to assess the time we may require funding from Asha.  Asha has now become our main sponsor and we depend solely on Asha for our activities.  Therefore it is really difficult to give a time frame.  However since the question has been asked we tentatively say upto 2010.  This help has to be continued for 3 more years, 2007 – 2010.  Since we have increased the number of students from 23 to 57 and we are giving sponsorship from X to +1 and +2 and also Polytechnic.
Current expenditure details




For Current Expenditure details, the separate Auditor’s Report along with his comments has been sent to Asha.
Current total income of your project
Approximately Rs.30, 000/- from Interest Warrants along with Asha’s Contribution $7,183..
Please give us details on the sources and amounts of funding the project receives

1.  A Corpus fund of Rs. 3,97,000 has been collected from well wishers, donors and 

benefit programmes which earns an interest of Rs. 30,000/- per year approximately, which is likely to come down with the lowering of interest rates to 6% .

2. 4 years Sponsorship from Asha for Education for the years 2001, 2002, 2003 and  

2004.  The amounts received yearwise are as follows:

Year 2001 - $2374

Year 2002 - $4286

Year 2003 - $6308 + $875 ($7183)

Year 2004 - $7707
Percentage of funds currently sponsored by Asha.

Presently all the students of Sowbhagya Educational Trust are fully funded by Asha.

Current Student details
Bio-datas of students along with photograph and workbook     

                                                have been  already submitted to Asha Support a Child program.

Please attach a sheet with student information as follows:


Name

Age

Date of Birth

Class

Marks Obtained

Parents

Parents occupation

Future Career goal of the child

You may also attach these in a separate sheet in the separate biodatas that you provide for each child

Current Teacher’s details

Name 
             1.  Ms. V.Rajeswari
2. Ms.R.Sudha 
      3.Ms. Uma Mageswari

Qualification
      M.Com, DCA
     B.sc, (Physics)                SSLC

Salary                    Rs.1500/- per month  Rs.1500/- per month       Rs.1500/- per month



4. Ms. K.Rajeswari



    B.E., Project Co-ordinator


                Rs. 2000/- per month
Current Coaching Class timings
Evening 5 - 7 PM daily and 7 – 9 pm.

Is any additional coaching provided before the exams?   As stated earlier sponsored students are provided with special classes and tuition. Revision tests and Model Exams are conducted to improve the ability of the students.  During this summer vacation, our tuition teachers are conducting Spoken English Courses according to the syllabus given by Vivekananda College of Spoken English. We try to enroll the 12th std students in TNCPEE (Tamilnadu Professional Courses Entrance Examination) coaching. However, this 1 year coaching program is available only in English and since our students are in Tamil medium, we are not able to provide them with targeted professional colleges entrance exam coaching.

How would you rate the overall effectiveness of this project over the past year?

1.  The strength of the students sponsored has doubled from 23 to 57. In addition, 7 students entered college in July 2004.

2.  Students who complete their schooling are supported through college.

3. The awareness among parents to educate their children has increased tremendously.  They want their children to be literate and are approaching the Trust for help.

4. Children are striving harder to score more marks so that they can be selected for being sponsored by the Trust.

Is there any other feedback you would like to provide to Asha?

The feedback if any to Asha would be a heartfelt thank you.  You have assisted us 
to make dreams into reality for many young minds.  Education  is the only hope of  economically poor Children to compete in this fast paced world.  Asha has helped them  achieve their dreams.  They are able to prepare themselves for a bright and prosperous future.  

Since we have expanded our Trust with the help of Asha, to run the Trust continuously, our Trust needs to raise the Corpus Fund.  It will be a great help if Asha can help us raise our corpus trust.

