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Please attach additional sheets wherever necessary.  Thank you for your time and patience.
Name of the organization       SOWBHAGYA EDUCATIONAL TRUST
Date of Establishment             9th November 1992
Location
                      234, Sri Kapaleeswarar Nagar, 
                                                Neelankarai, Chennai-600041
Description of area                 Coastal Panchayat area.  Heavily populated
                                               with Fisherfolk and Construction Workers. 

Contact Person(s) 
           
1) Mrs.Jayalakshmi Rajagopal   
                                                    2)Mrs. Maya Mohan

Address:-                                     234,Sri Kapaleeswarar Nagar,

                                                     Neelankarai, Chennai-600041.
Phone number 

               011-91-44-24490842

                                                      011-91-44-24491548  

Number of children currently enrolled in the project

                    High School  Diploma      Professional     College    Total

                                          Course       College

Boys                  09                   1                   2                6            18    
Girls                  19                    -                    -               10            29       
                    ---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Total                 28                    1                   2               16            47

                    ---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Current Girl/Boy ratio                     
29:18
Current Teacher/student ratio                4 teachers for 47 students.

                                                                  4:47
Over all school attendance percentage    
85%                                                                  

Medium of instruction              High School                      College

                                            English Medium 7      English Medium 18           

                                            Tamil Medium   22        

                                                                    -----
                                                                    29

                                                                                                        --------
Details of additional  coaching. 

Besides the daily coaching class which are held between 6-8.30 or 9 pm there will be additional tuition classes conducted Saturday and Sunday between 10 am and 1 p.m for exam preparation. Lots of revision tests will be conducted by the teachers. Special coaching for students appearing for the Board Exam(10+2 and 10th) will be given by the concerned teachers. Before the exam there will be tuition classes for all seven days in the week. During summer vacation the students are learning typewriting, short-term computer courses and spoken English.

         Once in three months, a meeting is held to discuss the student’s progress and review:
a. Any difficulties faced by the students.

b. Examine any problems encountered by the teachers and 

c. Advise action to be taken by teachers to improve the standard of the student’s performances.

Long –term goals of the project (mention any changes you foresee) 


We started our Sowbhagya Educational trust during 1992 with the aim of giving basic education and polytechnic education to children from the financially weaker sections of society. Neelankarai and surrounding areas are coastal towns with a population of fisher folk, construction workers and domestic workers. We sponsor children from the local panchayat school and provide for their education up till high school graduation. With Asha SV’s SAC program, we continue providing support for College and Professional Education to the students .  Before we received help from Asha, we used to sponsor 4 children a year and support them till they complete polytechnic. After we got help from Asha, starting in 2001, we sponsored 8 children every year and support them through school and college, polytechnic and professional courses like Engineering etc. We are able to notice good changes in the children. We also feel that the Computer Science and Information Technology graduates can be gainfully employed in Chennai and other Metropolitan Cities only if they have good command over English as it is essential to compete with the City Students. Really this is a very remarkable change in the society. From the year 2006 we are sponsoring 4 students in VI Std from Neelankarai, Panchayat Union School instead of 8 because the professional and college education are managed by Sowbhagya Educational Trust. We are running this trust since 1992 successfully.

All the Students are doing well. Quarterly, half yearly mark sheets and college semester results have already been sent. Special mention of the some of the students are as follows.
1. V.Dinesh Studying in his IX std (English Medium) has got above 90%. He Studied VI and VII standard in Tamil Medium. 

2. Like Dinesh, A.V.Sarathkumar is also joined English Medium in VIII. Now he is studying IX Std. and studying well.

3. T.Pavithra in IX std is studying well and she is also a good singer.

4. A.Rubini studying in IX std (English Medium) due to family circumstances has changed her school from Chennai  to Chidambaram Government High School. Her performance is also good.
M.Anithamary, who graduated in April 2009(B.E (ECE) is working as a Technology Assistant in AJUBA SOLUTIONS, a very well known BPO Company in Chennai. She has got 91% in her final semester and stood college First and she got first class with distinction. She was getting 84.75% in all the semesters. Today is her  convocation and it happens to be a Good Friday. Early morning she rang up and told the good news. I asked her to take a good convocation photo with convocation dress and requested her to give a copy to me and Asha, Silicon Valley. Really I do not know who is her sponsor. On behalf of Anita Mary and on my own behalf we are extending our sincere thanks to her sponsor and Asha, Silicon Valley. Shortly I will send her convocation photo. Kinldy convey this happy news to her sponsor and request her, whenever she finds an opportunity to visit Chennai, I will arrange for her to meet M. Anita Mary and her family. We are all very proud about her good nature, sincerity and intelligence. Now she is teaching our Trust college juniors. She wants to pursue her studies to M.E. We are also thinking of helping her for post graduation studies.

     Like Anita Mary, other students T.Michealrani B.E(EEE), A. Samuel Raj B.E(EEE) graduated in April 2009 with Ist Class. Michaelrani is working in Servo Electronics as a Trainee and Samuelraj has also joined in an electrical Co., as a Trainee.

             G.Praveen Kumar B.Tech(I.T) and K.Sundarapandian ,B.E(ECE),both are doing very well in their final year.

     P.Anbumani (Ist set 1993 and R.vijay II set 1994 both graduated in B.Tech(IT) are now working in IT companies and both are getting good names in their respective organization and both got promotion in their fields.

     All the graduated students who have passed from the Sowbhagya Educational Trust are having good contact with the Trust and all are attending and helping annual distribution function every year. This year it will be around June I or II week.

     B.Prabhu and R.Indumathy graduated in April 2009 (B.Sc (CS) with Ist class and both have got employment in Lazer networks. All the graduated students till now have settled down in good employment and getting good names in their companies. They also take care of their family very well. Most of them are first graduates in their families.

     This is a very tremendous nice change in this .area.

     During 2008-09, three engineering Students have graduated and two have graduated in B.Sc (CS).

     M.Nandakumar.B.Sc(CS), S.Chitra,B.Sc(Maths), M.Kavitha.B.Com.,K.Vinithagrace,B.com who are doing their final year graduation are studying well.

     During 2010-11, 4 girls and 4 boys will be joining in college if their performance are good. 10 plus 2 and 10th std., board exams results to be declared.

     Over the period, Education awareness for higher technical education has tremendously improved. But rural Tamil medium students are finding it very difficult to adjust in the Ist semester. Some of our students are studying in English medium. Information and Technology field is strong in India and our students are studying in B.E(CS,ECE,EEE), B.Sc (Bio-Tech), B.Sc (Electronics and communication) etc. All the students are studying very well and S.Vidya B.Sc(BioTech) Ist year, stood second in her college.

   . 

Description of current trust activities



The trust provides basic, higher, professional and technical education to financially weaker students from Neelankarai coastal villages. The children are supported from Class 6 till they complete their college education or polytechnic.  The families of the children are typically employed as fisher folk, construction workers, domestic workers and in trades like carpentry etc. We provide full tuition fees, textbooks, notebooks, stationery every year and 3 sets of uniforms are provided every alternate year to all the students. We provide tuition classes every weekday between 5 pm – 7 pm/8 pm and Saturday between 10 am – 1 pm. Sunday coaching between 10 am –1 pm, will be added during exam times. 

The tuition classes are instrumental for the progress of the children. 

The trustees also regularly mentor the children and know all the children and their families very well and provide counseling. 

We are conducting trust meetings once in a three months and teachers meeting with trustees once in a month.

Description of Current facilities: Computer, buildings etc. How do you need to improve these facilities?  
   The Trust does not own any land and building or any other kind of infrastructure. All classes and trust activities are conducted in the homes of volunteers. A local well wisher has donated one computer. This computer is a very old model and we want to buy a new computer. Since most of the students are studying computer science more computers will be helpful for their practice. 
How do you think the children have improved in the last year? Please include progress reports of all the children, attendance reports and general comments about overall growth of each child.

    The children have shown good improvement in the last year. All the students have passed in the annual examination and had been promoted to the next higher classes.

We are regularly sending quarterly, half yearly and annual board exam results to Asha. In general most of the students are attending school and tuition regularly and are good in their studies. Only very few students are not studying well, they need extra concentration and mentoring. Around 75-80% of the students are studying well.
     For college students we have provided semester results. All the professional and graduate students who have graduated during 2008-09 have got jobs. We are proud of their achievements. X and XII std for 2009-10 results have just been announced and we have sent them to Asha.  
What are the problems you have faced in the last year?
Fortunately our Sowbhagya Educational Trust did not face any problems. Students are attending classes and tuition classes regularly.  All the students from VII to IX  have passed out. As a matter of fact our XII Board exam results and X results were extremely good and the 2  Engineering students and 2 B.Sc (CS) students have got I class. One Engineering student has got  first class with distinction. 

Our present college students are as follows.
	Sl.

No     
	Name of the student
	Course
	College

	1.
	G.Praveenkumar
	IV year B.E(IT)
	Vel’s Srinivasa college of Engineering

	2.
	K.Sundarapandian
	IV year N.E(ECE)
	Vel’s Srinivasa College of Engineering

	3.
	M.Nandakumar
	III year B,.Sc(CS)
	Gurunanak College

	4.
	S.Chitra
	III year B.Sc(Maths)
	MGR Janaki women;s College

	5.
	M.Kavitha
	III year B.Com
	Queen Mary’s college

	6.
	K.Vinithagrace
	III year B.Com
	Queens Mary’s College

	7.
	R.Bhuvaneswari
	II year B.Sc(C.S)
	Hindustan College of Arts and Science

	8.
	R.V.Kaleeswari
	II year B.Sc (C.S)
	Mohammed Sathak college of Arts and Science    

	9.


	S.Vidya

Science
	II year B.Sc (Biotech)
	Mohammed Sathak college of Arts and 



	10.
	P.Kalpana
	II year B.Sc(EC)
	Mohammad Sathak College of Arts and Science

	11
	M.Santhosh
	
	

	12
	B.Mohan
	II year B.Sc (CS)
	Mohammad Sathak college of Arts and Science

	13
	V.Sharmila
	
	

	14
	V.Vincy
	II year B.Com
	Mohammad Sathak College of Arts and Science 

	15
	G.Chitra
	I year B.B.A
	MGR Janaki Women’s College

	16
	S.Kalaiarasan
	I year BCA
	Prince Venkateshwara Collee

	17
	H.Vinothkumar
	I year B.Com

I year B.Sc(EC)
I year B.Sc(EC)
	D.B. Jain College

Kumari Rani Meena Muthaiya College

Kumari Rani Meena Muthaiya College


 The following students are graduating this year. As soon as they finish their studies, they want to join in good job to their relevant fields.
	Sl.No
	  Name of the student
	Course
	College

	1.
	G.Praveenkumar
	B.Tech(IT)
	Vel’s Srinivasa College of Engg.

	2.
	K.Sundarapandian
	B.E(ECE)
	Vel’s Srinivasa College of Engg

	3.
	M.Nandakumar
	B.E(CS)
	Gurunanak College

	4.
	S.Chitra
	B.Sc(Maths)
	MGR Janaki women’s College

	5.
	M.Kavitha
	B.Com
	Queen Mary College

	6.
	K.Vinithagrace
	B.com
	Queen Mary College


How long do you foresee Asha to fund and for what purposes?

We require Asha to fund for at least 5 years because the present and the newly admitted college students will finish their studies within 5 years. We have been doing this project for the last 18 years. Asha is sponsoring our project from the year 2001 and with the help of Asha, Silicon Valley, we have increased the strength of the students and extended the studies from X to XII, polytechnic and professional courses like Engineering, automobile, Bio-technology etc. 

In 1992 we started with 4 students. So far more than 72 students have passed out with different qualifications(professionals, Arts and Science graduates, Diploma in different faculties) Etc. Out of which 7 students have graduated in Engineering. They are settled with good jobs. Two students are doing final year Engineering. 47 students are studying with us from VIII std to Engineering. Asha is doing enoromous service to the society by giving education to the financially weak students in coastal area. Asha means Hope. Really Asha is giving good hope for the future life of financially weak students in rural areas.

  Who are the students graduating this year and what do they plan on doing?
	Sl.No
	Name of the student
	Course
	College

	1.
	G.Praveenkumar
	B.Tech(IT)
	Vel’s Srinivasa College of Engg.

	2.
	K.Sundarapandian
	B.E(ECE)
	Vel’s Srinivasa College of Engg

	3.
	M.Nandakumar
	B.E(CS)
	Gurunanak College

	4.
	S.Chitra
	B.Sc(Maths)
	MGR Janaki women’s College

	5.
	M.Kavitha
	B.Com
	Queen Mary College

	6.
	K.Vinithagrace
	B.com
	Queen Mary College


Current expenditure details:

Annual audited income and expenditure reports will be provided separately around June 2010.

Current total income of your project

 A corpus fund is approximately Rs. 400000 has been collected from well wishers. donors and through benefit programmes which earns an interest of Rs.30000/- per year approximately.

Academic year 2009-2010
We have received a Cheque.of Rs. 6,49,493.94 (Rupees Six lakhs forty nine thousand and four hundred ninety three and paise ninety four only) dated 6th April 2009 for both high school and college education.
Academic year 2010-11
We have received an amount of Rs. 5,67,182.36 for the 1st installment of the 2010-2011 academic year from Asha Silicon Valley.
Please give us details on the sources and amounts of funding the project receives.

Since the year 2001, the trust is 100% supported by Asha.

Current details of the students
Please attach a sheet with student information as follows.

We have provided bio data for all the children to the Asha, S.V.

Current Teachers Details:

	Name
	Qualification
	Salay per month

	Mr.A.Vinothkumar
	B.SC(Physics)
	Rs.3000/- P.m

	Ms.K.Rajeswari
	B.E(ECE)
	Rs.3000/--P.m

	Ms.Sheela Bose
(English Teacher)
	M.A,B.Ed
	Rs.3000/-P.M

	Mrs.Uma Maheswari
	S.S.L.C
	Rs.3000/-P.M

	Mr.K.S.Venkatesh
	M.Com.,Aiciwai
	Rs.3000/- P.M


(Project coordinator)

Since his educational qualification is M.Com, he is also taking care of the accounting of both high school and college students.

How would you rate the overall effectiveness of this project over the past year?

The Students have shown good progress. Out of the 28 High School students 75% of the students have got within 5th rank and all are participating in extra curricular activities. We have stopped the new admission in VI from 2007-08. We want to complete the education of present students (47nos) till they finish their high school and college education. For this we need 8 years to complete the scheme. 

Is there any other feedback you would like to provide to Asha

Our Sincere thanks to Asha, Silicon Valley for this educational service in the coastal villages of Neelankarai in association with Sowbhagya Educational Trust. We are proud that in association with Asha we were able to give higher education up to graduation level as well professional degrees in Engineering, C.S, I.T., ECE and EEE to the rural students. They happen to be the first generation of graduates and Engineering and Professional degree holders in their families.

Asha’s ‘support a child’ programme is extremely good and useful. A good number of sponsors of the children are interacting with the children, sending them letters, greeting cards for birthdays and festivals, presents like story books, sending photographs etc., We are very happy to see the interest shown by the sponsors towards their wards.

Mrs Gowri Pandey and Mr. Pandey along with their two friends visited to Sowbhagya Educational Trust on 13th February 2010. She is the sponsor of Mohana, X Std(English Medium). They interacted with Mohana and talked with her brother and mother. Mrs.Gowri Pandey enquired about her studies and family background. Mohana sang one song. They also interacted with all the other students. The students gave small cultural programme. They met Anitha Mary and enquired about her job and family. They function went off with National Anthem. They also saw all our records like Mark register, students register, minutes book, attendance register etc. They saw the distribution function in DVD. Everybody was impressed and enjoyed the evening with us. They felt we must improve the standard of English. We are also taking active steps to improve the standard of English of the students. From VIII std the students have joined in the English Medium. We have also appointed one teacher exclusively for English. We are supplying VETA spoken English lessons to our students.

We would like to thank Asha, Silicon Vally for their continued support to our Trust. You have made a great and significant contribution to the Neelankarai Coastal community by providing education that helps students to find employment and support themselves and their families. 
Mrs. Jayalakshmi Rajagopal

Founder and Managing Trustee

Sowbhagya Educational Trust

Neelankarai, Chennai-600041.

April 10,2010
