
Site Visit Report

Sarada Vidyalayam, Sanurathri Foundation

I visited Sankurathri foundation on December 5th, 2002. I took an early train in

the morning at 6.00am from Visakhapatnam and reached Samalkot at 10.00am. From

samalkot, I took an auto and reached Sankurathri Foundation by 10.30 am. This was a

surprise visit and they did not know anything about my visit.

As soon as I landed I was in the wonderful campus of the Srikiran Institute of the

Opthamology. At the very front of the hospital campus is the Sarada Vidyalayam of

Sankurathri Foundation, the school Asha is partly funding. The site of the school itself

pleased me. The classes were going on outside under the trees like Shantiniketan or

Gurukulam schools. The school building is surrounded by a beautiful garden. I felt very

happy for the kids. The kids are from the local area whose parents are young farm

workers, carpenters and masons, who do not support or encourage education.

I went and looked for Dr. Chandrasekhar (coincidentally happens to be my name

too ☺), the project contact and founder of the school. I introduced myself to him and the

purpose of my visit. At that time he was busy; he introduced me to Mr. Ramarao, teacher-

come- adminstrator for the school to show around the school and also to inform me about

the school activities. Ramarao went through in detail the activities, the records, the rules

and regulations of the school etc and I will mention them, in brief, here.

The school currently has 92 students, with 49 girls and 43 boys. The students are

provided with uniform, 2 pairs of sandals, stationery and meals. Every week, they write a

proverb on black board of every classroom and explain to the students the essence of it.

The discipline of the kids was impeccable with all of them greeting me in unison and

reciting whatever is asked for. (The communication became very easy as they speak my

mother tongue).

The teachers, I felt, maintained very good discipline and punctuality. They have a

good administration, being taken care by two, of which, Ramarao is one. The teachers

have to inform one week before to the administration what they will cover in each class

of that week. Records shown to me revealed their exceptional sense of responsibility and

accountability. Apart from this, the teachers and school inculcate and encourage



creativeness in the students. Each classroom is filled with drawings of the students of the

class. The drawings included charts, diagrams etc. The kids are also taught how to make

useful things from waste. Kids made some beautiful toys from coconut shells, cans, wool,

plastics etc. They have a room for a lab to conduct small and simple experiments and a

room for computer learning.

The students have won several local inter school competitions both in quizzes and

creative skills. I was impressed with the records of the students who have given 7th

standard public exam. In the past 3 years, except for one, every student obtained first

class. Moreover the percentage of marks, on an average, obtained by the students is

above 75%. Handwriting of most of the students is impeccable.(I guess you guys cannot

read my writing if I had written by hand instead of using MS word ☺). The school

maintains a good student to teacher ratio.

They have classes till 7th, but presently they do not have plans for expanding both

due to money and spatial constraints. At about 12.00pm, Dr. Chandrasekhar came. He

went over some of the administrative details and showed me all the classrooms and

informed me about the needs and requirements. He informed me that he is trying to set up

a Coprus Fund for the school so that recurring expenses can be met from the interests.

For them to get 2 lakhs per annum on interest, they need to have $60,000 in corpus fund.

Currently they have raised $10,000 towards this, and they are working on raising the rest.

At about 12.30 pm, the kids sat for lunch. All the students sang, in unison, a

prayer and ate. They ate and after a short break, afternoon session started. After that I

thanked Dr. Chandrasekhra and Mr. Ramarao and left to catch my train back to

Vishakhapatnam.


