
The School

Sarada Vidyalayam (estd. 1992) is a co-ed higher elementary school running under the auspices of 
Sankurathri Foundation, in Kothuru (near Kakinada), Andhra Pradesh. It currently has 116 students 
attending grades 1-7, taught according to the A.P. state syllabus, Telugu medium. The school is located 
in the Sankurathri campus, which houses Srikiran Institute of Opthalmology, an eye-care hospital also a 
part of the Foundation. The school has a pukka building with 8 classrooms as well as accommodation 
for staff and activities. 

The classrooms are well lit and ventilated, with 
desks for all students. There are trees
on the school grounds as well,
 and in winter some of the classes are 
held outside under the cool shade of 
these huge trees. The students prefer learning 
in the outdoors – the quiet of the 
surroundings create a very calm and 
conducive ambience for learning. 

Students are taught the regular subjects – 
languages (telugu-hindi-english), 
mathematics, general science and social 
studies as prescribed by the state syllabus. All 
study material is provided by the school itself, 
including textbooks. After a lesson, the students are issued a homework with creative questions, which 
they have to answer in their own words as opposed to merely copying down the textbook material. 
Regular exams are conducted, and each classroom has a roster on display with marks for not just 
academic progress, but classroom behavior, respect towards teachers, neatness, handwriting and 
creativity. The emphasis here is not to just excel in studies, but in general decorum and discipline as 
well. 

Apart from the regular subjects, the children are 
exposed to several extracurricular activities. An 
activity room contains the handiwork of the 
students, where they are taught arts and crafts, 
using readily available material. Many of the 
pieces showcased employ the usage of seeds, 
coir, waste plastic and other inexpensive 
household items. This activity also teaches 
children the significance of objects they see 
daily, as well as the idea of recycling. The 
school also has a science lab displaying students' 
exhibits from district-level science fairs, as well 
as a computer. Students from grades 5 and up 
are familiarized with the usage of computer and 
taught operating basics. 



A nutritious lunch cooked on campus is provided 
every noon for all the students by the school. The 
students wash up prior to sitting down for lunch, 
and offer 'Brahmarpanam', before eating. It is a 
wonderful sight to see them treat food with the 
reverence that it truly deserves, and this is just one 
of the many unwritten moral values that are 
inherently taught at the school. 

Classes resume after lunch, and students are given 
milk during a 10 minute break two hours after 
lunch. The school ends at 3:40 PM after which 
students are dropped off at their homes in the 
Foundation's bus. 

The Students   

Almost all of the 116 students studying at this school come from the lower middle-class to poor 
segments of the community. Parents of many of the students are typically illiterate, and so these 
children have nil background in education. However, they show great promise and potential, as well as 
an endearing desire to learn, grow and succeed. Some of the students are exceptionally bright, and 
rewarding their talent motivates them further. Care is taken from the first grade onwards to shape up 
the children with good discipline, starting with their handwriting. Every student, and this is no 
exaggeration, has beautiful handwriting, very clear, legible and pleasing. This is not something that is 
regularly taught in other schools, and the teachers take special interest in training all the students to 
write neatly. But the neatness does not end there – the school provides uniforms to the children, and it 
it is the responsibility of the parents to wash the uniforms every week; keeping the hair to a decent 
length for boys and double-braids for girls is a must. 

The school has had very few cases where they had to take harsh disciplinary action against a student, 
and beating the student is strictly forbidden here. It is unusual and nice to see that the students actually 
prefer spending as much time as they can at the school. Everyone at the school works very hard to 
make the learning a fun experience for the students, and they are equally forthcoming in their efforts to 
help themselves. It is no wonder that students from this school have won prizes in local competitions 
with other schools. Currently the school has education up to 7th class, beyond which students are 
enrolled in A.P. Gurukul schools (in Bhupathipalem for boys and Tuni for girls). Some of the students 
who have matriculated from this school went on to reach great success in various competitive exams.  

The Staff    

Such a wonderful effort as this school would not have sustained had it not been for the selfless and 
dedicated inputs from many individuals. Dr. Chandra's role is vital; his sister Hema's role is pivotal. 
She has taken special interest in the school, bringing it to the stage it is, and continues to actively 
participate in several teaching activities. 

Of no less mention are the staff of the school, currently twelve of them, (four qualified, according to 
state regulations) who come from diverse backgrounds but have one common objective, of imparting 
and sharing knowledge. Many of the teachers have been associated with the school for a long time and 
are truly dedicated to the cause. They know each student personally since they are associated with the 



students all along, and take special interest in 
identifying the strengths and weaknesses of each. It 
is not easy to find such teachers, and appreciation 
of their efforts only helps in bringing out the best in 
them. Also, for the current strength of the school 
the faculty is just about sufficient, as the number 
continues to grow, so should the staff as well. As 
can be seen from Dr. Chandra's proposal, a sizable 
share of the budget goes towards teachers' 
remuneration. Sustenance of staff is vital for 
sustenance as well as progress of the school, and 
the Foundation's need for contribution towards 
faculty support is very genuine, pertinent and 
significant. 

In Conclusion

Sarada Vidyalayam is an honest effort, bringing the light of knowledge into many households; the 
school is not just about imparting education, it is about making good human beings out of the children. 
It is a privilege of the children to be educated in such an enlightening manner, it is a privilege of 
Sankurathri Foundation to be able to educate the people of tomorrow. It would be a privilege for ASHA 
to be able to provide the necessary support and encouragement for the Foundation.     
    

  


