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January  
 
The first round of visits to 

the schools was before 

Sankranti vacations. During 

this round of visits the 

children were made learn 

about the various crops 

grown in the area. We got 

the children to collect 

different kinds of rice, 

ragi and other millets that 

are grown in the area and 

were displayed in the 

classroom. One group of 

children interviewed 

farmers in the village to 

know how paddy is grown. 

They documented the 

whole process from preparing the seedlings, transplanting to harvesting. 

 

Another group of children made a list of all the farm tools that are used in paddy cultivation. Some 

children were involved in making the farming calendar; thereby they learnt the Telugu names of the 

months and the ‘karthis’- which are important for the farming activities. What actually started as 

social studies activity lead to learning many other skills. 

 

The second round of visits was after Sankranti, a lot of discussion was generated about the 

festival. How was the festival celebrated? Who all took part in decorating the cattle and took them 

to the bonfire? What was cooked? This discussion was directed towards the science topic ‘the food 

we eat’. Younger children were asked to make a list and 

draw pictures of all the food items that were made for 

the festival. The older children were made into groups, 

each group worked on a selected area. One group 

wrote down the recipes for the food items. Another 

group worked on nutrient values of these food items, 

and classified them as energy giving foods 

(carbohydrates), body building foods (proteins) and 

body protecting foods (vitamins). The other group 

interacted with the people who prepare the school 

mid-day meal and made a list of the sources of 



carbohydrates – rice, wheat, 

proteins – dal, pulses and 

vitamins – egg, vegetables. 

They prepared a model food 

pyramid which suggests 

what kind of food to eat 

more and what kinds of food 

to eat less for a healthy 

body.  

 

Books issued by the mobile 

library during the previous 

visits were exchanged for 

new books.  

   

February  

 
We had a volunteer Edd Wellesly, an artist from England who was with us for a couple of months. 

While he was here we did a lot of art work in the schools. 

 

During the first round of visits Edd got the children to draw pictures using different media such as 

crayons, pastels, colour pencils, pencils and charcoal. He tried to show the peculiar qualities that 

each of these media can produce.  

 

Similarly he taught how to create different texture and shading. While working with the elder 

children Edd taught the techniques of perspective in drawing. 

 

During the second round of visits we got the children to make finger puppets. Children immediately 

remembered doing this the previous year, so they wanted to make their own characters and made 

up their own little plays based on the stories they have read. 

 

Class three and four children prepared self-portraits; a child lies down on an old newspaper while 

another marks an outline around the child with paint. They add with paint and brush the eyes, ears, 

nose and other external body parts and label them. Some children drew the internal organs such as 

the heart, lungs and intestines and labeled them.      

  

The children were shown pictures of people wearing 

different kinds of clothes from different parts of the 

country and pictures of people wearing professional 

uniform such as a policeman, a lawyer, bus driver and 

cricket player. Now the children added various kinds 

of costumes to their portraits. A lot of discussion was 

generated with this activity. Children wanted to know 

why people in one region wear a particular kind of 

dress, the influence of religion on dress, the dresses 

which suit particular climatic conditions, the dress 



which modern (young) 

people wear and the dress 

which traditional (older) 

people wear, and so on. 

 

While we were talking 

about the uniforms 

professional people wear, 

some children wanted to 

know why school children 

must wear a uniform. We 

even discussed about 

fashion trends, and how 

cinema influences this.  

 

 March 
 

Ravi had the opportunity 

of presenting his work and sharing his views on Activity Based Learning at an education conference 

organized by UNICEF-Bihar at Patna during the first week of March. The participants at the 

conference were officials from the Education Department, teachers’ union leaders and 

Headmasters. The speakers were from various NGO’s working on quality education from different 

parts of the country. 

 

On 5th and 6th Ravi was at Chitradurga in Karnataka to train the teachers at Kuvempu Trust in using 

activity based learning in teaching science and mathematics. 

 

Back home at the schools children were learning about the solar system. Since this is an extremely 

abstract concept we did various activities to make the children understand the concept. The 

children made paper models of the nine planets, it was difficult to maintain the relative sizes but 

we were able to solve this issue by comparing them to the sizes of fruit or objects that the 

children knew. For example if the Earth is the size of a grape then the Sun would be size of a 

bullock cart wheel and Saturn the size of an orange, and so on.  

 

What was more difficult to visualize was, the relative distances between the planets. To understand 

this we scaled down the planets and the sun, we 

assumed that the diameter of the Sun is one inch. 

Then we kept a stone to represent the Sun, another 

small stone was place at a distance of three and a half 

feet from the Sun to represent Mercury. Another 

stone ‘the Earth’ was place at a distance of about nine 

feet from the Sun, a tiny stone ‘Pluto’ was placed about 

three hundred feet away from the Sun!! 

 

This activity gave class five children a challenge to do 

a lot of mathematical calculations.  



 

Doing this activity with 

the children definitely 

gave me an insight to 

space and size. How 

insignificant a human is 

compared to the solar 

system and when 

compared to the universe 

one is non-existent!!  

April  
 

April is the month of 

examinations; people are 

busy trying to evaluate 

measure, compare, 

quantify and what not to 

‘see’ how much children 

haven’t learnt (remembered) rather than look at what they have learnt and how they have learnt.  

 

During April there was only one round of school visits, it was not for doing activities but to collect 

the library books.  

 

The Education Facilitators worked with Ravi in preparing learning material for their respective 

schools. For mathematics, work-cards were prepared based on the text books. They are graded in 

such a way that a child can independently work with the cards. Cards are prepared to give practice 

in the basic computational skills.   

 

We planned out mathematics activities that have to be taken up during the following year. The two 

Education Facilitators were made to read and understand thoroughly the mathematics text books 

so that they do not have any difficulty while teaching. 

 

A lot of Telugu learning material was prepared. For each Telugu lesson in class four and five 

synonyms and antonyms cards were prepared. Similarly all the singular and plural words for all the 

lessons were prepared. On one side of the card is the singular word and on the other side is the 

plural word. The cards can be used in such a way that 

the child can independently learn without the teachers 

help.  

 

It was found that many of the children were not 

developing a good handwriting, so we prepared copy 

writing strips. On a strip of card we got teachers who 

have good hand writing to write a sentence and made 

copies of it. The copy writing strips were laminated so 

that they last for a long time. 

 



The library books were 

audited. The very badly 

damaged books were 

discarded and the slightly 

damaged books were 

repaired. 

 

May 
 

From 1st to 3rd May Ravi 

conducted an Art and 

Craft workshop at 

Kanakagiri in Karnataka. 

The workshop was 

organized by ‘Samuha’ a 

well known NGO working in 

Karnataka. At this 

particular project they 

are working with more than two thousand school going children. During summer vacations Samuha 

intended to organize art and craft camps at the village level for all these children. Ravi’s role was to 

train 20 children and 15 teachers who in turn would organize the village level camps. 

 

The first task was to teach 25 different art and craft activities. Second was to give them training 

on how to teach these skills to others and how to use art supplies judiciously. Next with the help of 

Samuha staff an action plan was prepared, so as fix the probable dates, villages and resource 

persons for the village camps. The final and most difficult was sorting out the art supplies and 

making them into 35 kits so that each participant takes his kit to the village camps.  

 

Ravi was invited to visit a few village camps as well but it was not just possible. 

 

From 4th to 6th May Ravi conducted another similar workshop at Devdurg another project of 

Samuha.  

 

From 27th to 31st May Ravi conducted an art and craft workshop for 60 children with disabilities at 

Chamrajnagar. This was organized by Mobility India an NGO based at Bangalore, working for people 

with disabilities. This was a very challenging 

opportunity because earlier I have never worked with 

such a large group of children and also there were 

children with different disabilities. A lot of care had 

to be taken in the selection of activities.  

 

The major learning at this workshop was that 

participation is more important than the product. It 

was amazing to see how the children were deeply 

involved in every activity. 

 



June 
 
 

On 11th and 12th Ravi was 

invited to meet Om 

Prakash Foundation 

members at Hyderabad. 

Om Prakash Foundation is 

an organization based in 

the US and working in 

many parts of the world. 

One of their activities 

‘Book Donation Project’ is 

to collect used books in 

the US and give them to 

deserving schools and 

libraries. Thanks to Sree 

our project coordinator 

who gave us the link to Om Prakash Foundation. The Foundation kindly donated 280 boxes of books 

much more than what we had requested for. The books were transported to Madanapalle by truck. 

  

It was very very nice that Willy, Gordon and Lilly from Om Prakash Foundation visited our project 

form 17th to 19th. We visited four of our schools, they were able to get to know more about the 

work we are doing. Since we now have more books than required for the library, I proposed to Willy 

and friends that these extra books could be given to new schools in the neighboring mandals. While 

they were here we went to four schools in Kurabalakota and Molakalacheruvu mandals and 

distributed books. It was made clear to the new schools that they will not be part of our regular 

mobile library but will be receiving these books as a onetime donation. The children were very happy 

to see these books with colorful picture and good quality print. The teachers received the books 

with a lot of enthusiasm because from this academic year the government has introduced English 

language as a subject from class one. 

 

Before we went ahead with distributing to other schools we had to do a lot of sorting work. The 

books were roughly graded into five groups according to their levels. The first group is only picture 

books and the books in the last group are suitable for high school children. We had to carefully 

remove certain books which were not relevant to school 

children. 

 

July 
 

Even though both the Education Facilitators were 

helping in sorting the books it did take many days. Ten 

schools each in Kurabalakota and Molakalacheruvu were 

selected for distribution of books. 

 



One round of visits were 

made for the regular 

schools, during this visit 

we did the topic fractions 

with class five students, 

when these children were 

in the previous class they 

had worked with our 

fraction kit to understand 

the concepts such as 

addition, subtraction and 

multiplication through 

concrete examples. 

 

This time we used the 

geo-board to understand 

the concept of division of 

fractions, first (i) a 

fraction by a whole number, (ii) a whole number by a fraction, and (iii) a bigger fraction by a smaller 

fraction 

 

i) We selected an easy example 1/3 divided by 4. For this I used the geo board. I selected a 

rectangle 4x3 area with a rubber band on the geo board and showed it as one whole. By using 

another rubber band I divided the rectangle into three equal parts, each part represented a third 

(4x1). Now we divided the third into four equal parts. Each of these parts is 1x1. There are 12 such 

parts in the whole rectangle, so each part is 1/12. 

 

ii) The example selected is 3 divided by ¼. Again we selected a rectangle 4x3 and divided it into 3 

equal parts (4x1) and said that each of these 4x1 rectangle is a whole. So, now we have 3 wholes. 

Each of these wholes have to be divided into four equal parts. Therefore we get a total of parts in 

the three units. In other words, how many ¼’s are there in 3? There are 12 ¼’s. 

 

iii) Similarly by using the geo board, in the example ½ ÷ ¼ we ask the question, how many ¼ s are 

there in ½ ? There are 2 ¼ s. In the example ½ ‚ 1/3’s, how many 1/3s are there in ½? There are 1 ½ 

thirds.  

 

We haven’t yet figured out a way of making children 

understand division of a smaller fraction by bigger 

fraction. 

 

August 
 

During the month we were able complete the 

distribution of books in twenty schools in the 

neighbouring mandals. 

 



September  
 

During the month two 

rounds of visits were 

made to the schools and 

during both the visits we 

did experiments to 

understand air pressure. 

Two holes are made in a 

rubber cork through 

which tubes are inserted 

one is longer than the 

other. A bottle is half 

filled with water and the 

cork fixed so that one 

tube is immersed in the 

water while the other is 

above. When air is blown 

in this tube water gushes out through the other tube.  

 

The second experiment was also to explain air pressure. Water is taken in a glass and one straw is 

placed in the water, the other straw is held horizontally near the top end of the first straw. When 

air is blown through this straw water is drawn upwards and is sprayed out.         

 

October 
 

During both the visits we did mathematics activities related ‘geometry. Children of class one and 

two were introduced to basic shapes by drawing and coloring and identifying shapes in the 

surrounding objects. Later they were given colored paper shapes with which they made collages, 

used crayons to draw shapes and figures.  

 

Children of classes 3, 4 and 5 made solid shape out of paper. They learnt to identify, name and 

relate solid shapes to surrounding objects. The children were given printed networks which were 

cut, folded and pasted to make solid shapes. Using these solid shapes they learnt the properties of 

solid shapes such as surface, edge and vertex. The sessions were more like art and craft activities 

rather than a mathematics class. 

 

November 
 

During the first round we did two experiments to 

understand the property of water we wanted to 

understand why boats float in water. In a bucket of 

water we dropped different objects made of clay, 

wood, metal stone and so on. We notice that some 

floated and some sunk. Many children agreed that  



metal is heavy in sinks. We 

took a metal bottle cap 

and it floated on water. 

One revelation was shape 

is important. Then we 

added marbles to the cap 

it was able to hold eight 

marbles without sinking. 

We did not introduce any 

science jargon such as 

specific gravity but did 

another experiment to 

understand how water 

behaves.  

 

Stones of different 

shapes and sizes were 

taken and string was tied 

around them such that there is a loop. Using a spring balance we measured each stone and noted 

that down. Now while weighing the stones with the spring balance the stones were lowered into 

water. We noticed that the weight of the stones decreased. We tried to relate this experiment 

with the previous. 

 

During the second visit the children learnt to make masks out of paper and card. Masks of people, 

kings, queens, animals and birds were made. Using these masks children made small skits and plays.  

 

December 
 

During the first visit a microscope was taken to the schools. The children were excited to observe 

minute things through a microscope. Children were amazed at observing the details of a leaf 

including its stomata, the fine fibers of a piece of string, the details of small insects such as ants 

and louse! How one hair looks like a rope. Some children observed the water they drink through the 

microscope. This lead us to a discussion on safe drinking water and cleanliness. In some schools 

where charcoal was available we made a quick demonstration of how one can make a simple but an 

effective water filter.  

 

The second visit was a sequel to the previous month’s second activity. Using paper craft techniques 

the children made simple animals out of card.    

 

       
 


