
School Visit – Shanti Sadhana Ashram 

Oct 26, 2021 

Upasha B.Phukan 

 

Day- long visits to the three Khetri schools offers us a glimpse into the daily 

activities of the children, both academics and extra curricular. 

The August 2021 visit by our President, Rajkamal Bhuyan and me was highly 

satisfactory as classes were going on in full swing in spite of the intermittent 

school closures due to the COVID 19 pandemic. Even during lockdown, the 

teachers kept up with home visits to keep the children involved as the past 

year, 2020 saw a considerable decline in the academics of the students. At 

times, classes were held outdoors maintaining distance and with other COVID 

protocols in place. With NCLP-Priyobondhu support, mid-day meals as well as 

breakfast (Jalpan) was introduced which proved to be a great incentive for the 

children and attendance improved. The distribution of sanitary napkins among 

the mothers by Priyobondhu was another motivating factor for the mothers to 

send their children to school. A holistic development of the children was 

observed as they were taught to wash their plates and clean up the place after 

lunch. Cleaning their classrooms, tidying their desks and maintaining small 

vegetable patches in the school premises guided by their teachers and 

Priyobondhu  volunteers  was a pleasing sight. In fact, the greens served to us 

during lunch at Dharbam was from the school’s kitchen garden. Both boys and 

girls participate in these activities and at Robingaon, girls were seen involved in 

creative work making woollen coasters, napkins etc. But these were senior 

girls. 

 

Observations made during our very recent visit on 26th October 2021 

undertaken by both President and myself along with two other ADI executive 

members to the three Khetri schools. 

• Attendance seemed to be pretty good at all 3 schools 



• Children at Robingaon School were uniformed whereas the other two 

schools are on the verge of receiving the same from Priyobondhu. 

(Uniforms do make a difference, both visual and otherwise) 

• Junior kids at Dharbam School looked comfortable seated on low chairs 

around low tables. A good number of 25 chairs, 10 low tables, 2 teachers 

table and chairs, 2 blackboards and 1 outdoor swing and a climber for 

children were donated which was arranged by our President. We are 

thinking of distributing these items between the two schools of 

Dharbam and Killing respectively. 

• Students looked healthy and cheerful but there seemed to be a need for 

more attention from the teachers towards academics. Teachers training, 

rather Counselling is of primary importance. Additional hand is required 

at Dharbam School. 

• Disappointed to note that the once lush vegetable patches disappeared 

completely due to damages by stray cattle and goats. On enquiring, we 

found that the fragile bamboo fences were uprooted and stolen and 

sometimes even damaged by cattle. An urgent need for strong and 

sturdy boundary fence especially in Dharbam and Killing is felt.  

• Robingaon School has much of its infrastructure in place. We sampled 

the mid day meal provided by Priyobondhu out there and found to be 

wholesome and nutritious. Three sewing machines were seen and 

vocational training is to be imparted with trainers on weekly visits from 

Guwahati. 

*A visit to Basistha School is planned for tomorrow, the 30th of October 

2021. 
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