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M. Shiamala Baby the Director of FORWORD & is the Program implementer of the project 

Asha for Quality Education- U Florida which was started in 2004-2005 in FORWORD’s 

working areas in Kanchipuram District of Tamil Nadu. At present it covers 425 first 

generation school going children and 150 higher education students.  
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‘They Speak’…Asha-U-Florida Students of FORWORD… 
 

Story No: 1-  A. Stella Mary Pulikoradu Asha Center: 

 

Stella Mary studying final year B.E Computer Science in Madha Institute of Engineering & 

Technology in Kundrathur thanks Asha for education and FORWORD for helping her dream 

into reality. 

Stella Mary and younger sister Arockia Monisha was born in interior village namely 

Veppangalam near Sankaran Koil, in Thirunelveli District of Tamil Nadu. Her mother Mary 

Rani and father Arockia Raj got inter caste marriage and migrated to Chennai in search of 

livelihood. They came to Pulikoradu and worked in a quarry as stone breakers. Father is an 

illiterate and mother had studied up to 9th standard. They lived in a small rented thatched 

hut with minimum income. Since Pulikoradu belong to social forestry area, all forms of 

poisonous insects and other animals proved to be continuous threats to them. Lot of 

migrant workers lived in this area.  

 Her father soon became an alcoholic addict and wasted all his earnings in drinking and 

used to physically abuse his wife and children. Her father used to disappear for days 

together and would return home once in a month and trouble the family. Stella’s childhood 

days were spent in great struggles, poverty and sickness. During the stone breaking 

activity, often workers met with accidents and lost their hands, legs or fingers. Because of 

this Government banned quarry work and her parents lost their livelihood opportunity. 

 Since there was no school in Pulikoradu children in this village opted to work in quarries 

from their early age. Sexual abuse of girl children, child labour and Child marriage was 

common in this community. Stella Mary had to walk a long distance of hazardous route to 

reach the Government school in Tambaram for education.  

 In 2002, FORWORD through their continuous intervention motivated the parents and 

enrolled their children in Government School. Asha for education was started in Pulikoradu 

and her mother Mary Rani was the first teacher. Stella Mary as a child was always 

fascinated to watch Street plays and other cultural activities organized by FORWORD. She 

and her sister joined Asha for Education in class 1 and studied till class 12. Besides 

education she also developed interpersonal, communication and leadership skills. She also 

helps class 10 and 12th standard students to score good marks in their board exams.  

 Through FORWORD, she received various educational support and now is in the final year 

of under graduation. Her sister Arockia Monisha is doing I year B.Com in Tagore Arts and 

Science college in Chromepet.    

Stella Mary says “I am a first generation graduate. I made best use of the opportunity that 

was provided to me by Asha for education of FORWORD. I feel proud that I am able to inspire 

many young girls in my community and in college. I dream to uplift my family and contribute 

my skills to educate other children. I am confident that only education can bring the desired 

change and make my dream come true”.   



 

The Study Activity Background of A. Stella Mary Pulikoradu Asha–U-Florida center of 

FORWORD 

 

 
                                                                              A. Stella Mary 

 

 

                     
 

                      

*************************************************************************************                   



 

  ‘They Speak’…Asha-U-Florida Students of FORWORD… 
 

Story No: 2-  D. Monisha Vilangadu Asha Center:  

Monisha – Vilangadu 

  “I am truly blessed. Children were not sent to school after 5th Standard in our village”.  

  Monisha hails from Vilangadu, Kanchipuram District of Tamil Nadu, India. Vilangadu is an 

interior village with no transport or school facility. Her parents Deenadhayalan and 

Anjalidevi are landless agricultural workers. They live in a small thatched hut. When 

Monisha was studying 5th Standard FORWORD adopted this village and started Asha for 

education supplementary center in 2005. 

FORWORD initially started working with women in the village by forming Self Help Groups 

and provided livelihood skills.  

Adults in this village were illiterate. Monisha was not allowed to go to school after 5 th 

Standard since she had to travel more than 7 kms for high school. She used to help her 

mother in household activities and in agriculture work. Knowing this, FORWORD gave 

assurance to her parents and enrolled her in high school. The first Asha center teacher in 

this village is Ms. Deepa. She studied 9th class and the only educated person in this village. 

She used to motivate all the children in this village to attend evening classes.  

  Monisha along with her peers enjoyed going to Asha for education center since they 

provide stationery items, slippers and evening snacks. Monisha also enjoyed the weekend 

classes- Drawing, singing and street plays.      

2015, this village was badly hit by the northeast monsoon which caused great flood. There 

was no electricity or support from external world. Through the representative of 

FORWORD they received mats, food materials, clothes and stationery items.   

  Monisha finished her higher secondary in 2015 and opted to do one year course in 

Assistant Nursing Midwifery in Jeevan school of Nursing, Chennai.   

  Through FORWORD support, she is studying two year diploma course in Nursing 

Midwifery in Luqman Ajmal Paramedical Institute, Madhuranthagam. 

 

Monisha aims to serve the sick and needy. “I am moulded to be confident and successful 

because of Asha for education and FORWORD. My family considered girl children should be 

married soon and their responsibilities are done. I feel extremely blessed for the educational 

and occupational support provided to uplift my family and society at large” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Study Activity Background of D. Monisha Vilangadu Asha- U- Florida center of FORWORD 
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  ‘They Speak’…Asha-U-Florida Students of FORWORD… 
 

Story No: 3-  E. Sridhar Thandarai Asha Center:  

 

E. Sridhar Says, “if there is a will there is always a way to succeed in life. FORWORD 

showed me the way to become successful in my life”. 

  Sridhar lives in Thandarai Village in Kanchipuram District of Tamil Nadu, India. It is a 

remote village. The traditional occupations of the people are agriculture and animal 

husbandry. Due to lack of rain and continuous droughts, lot of men left the village and 

migrated to other places for employment. Elders, women and children were left behind. 

Many of the women were either widows, deserted or suffer from chronic or mental 

sicknesses. Adults are illiterate. 

  His mother Ramani is agriculture coolie and father Elumalai works as a cook. He has two 

younger sisters. His father was an alcoholic and does not support his family.   

 Thandarai Village has only one Government Panchayat primary school. Children have to 

travel 10 Km for middle and higher secondary school hence parents stop children from 

schooling after primary. 

  In 2004, Asha for education evening school was started in Thandarai Village. All the 

children in this village were motivated to attend the classes. Through the financial support 

of FORWORD, Sridhar along with other children of asha, was sent to R.C. Higher Secondary 

School for higher education. He made best use of his opportunity and excelled well. 

  He was a regular attendee of evening classes. He would come first and help the teacher. He 

was made the leader of the evening class. He was always a kind hearted child. He would 

finish his homework and help the other children in his class.  

  He says he enjoys the Saturday classes. 1st Saturdays was about nature. He had planted 

more than fifty saplings in his village. Many of them are grown and now people enjoy the 

shade of the trees. Children also make posters and create awareness on harms of using 

plastic and making the village eco-friendly.    

  2nd and 4th Saturdays are play days. They used to play chess, carom, sing, draw, dance etc. 

Their individual talents are identified and groomed. 3rd Saturdays are social justice where 

children prepare placards, compose songs and express their wants. The children 

participate in rallies on issues like illiteracy, alcoholism, poverty, casteism, domestic 

violence, sexual abuse of adolescents girls, gender etc. All these enabled Sridhar to build his 

leadership qualities.   

  Sridhar was the topper in 10th and 12th Board exams in his school. He wished to study 

Engineering. Due to family situation, his father wanted him to support in his work as cook.        

FORWORD again helped him financially, enrolled him in B.E. Mechanical Engineering and 

paid his fees for all four years. This was a great support for Sridhar and his family. 



 

  Sridhar worked very hard and completed his college education and got employment in a 

private Concern as Intern Engineer. He is now able to support his family and educate his 

sisters. 

   Sridhar Says, “Support from FORWORD and Asha for education is the only reason for my life 

to change and become meaningful. I want to be a change maker in my village and support 

children who are less privileged”. Sridhar has been an active alumni member of Asha for 

education. 

The Study Activity Background of E. Sridhar Thandarai Asha- U- Florida center of FORWORD 
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  ‘They Speak’…Asha-U-Florida Students of FORWORD… 
 

Story No: 4-  P. Kasthuri Thandarai Pettai Asha Center: 

  

P. Kasthuri was a child labor and Asha for education helped her become Teacher.  

Kasthuri’s father Parthasarathy passed away when she was in 8th class. Mother Poovathal 

was uneducated and worked in the fields. They lived in Thandarai Pettai in Kanchipuram 

District. She has one younger brother Murugan. 

 After the demise of her father, the family was completely broken and did not have hope to 

live. Kasthuri was asked to quit her schooling and accompany her mother for work. 

Kasthuri continued to work in the fields for over a year. That’s when Asha for education 

was started in Thandarai Pettai village. Mothers in the village were given counseling and 

requested to enroll their children in evening classes. Women in the village were also given 

livelihood training like tailoring, house hold items making etc.  

  36 children were enrolled. One among them was Kasthuri. She always had the desire to 

learn and achieve big in life. Kasthuri was enrolled in main stream school and FORWORD 

paid her fees and helped her complete her higher education. She was one among the topper 

in 12th class.  

  As desired, Kasthuri was enrolled in Diploma in Computer Application. She also mastered 

Tailoring. She passed with good grades. She is currently working as Teacher in a private 

school. She also works as a teacher in asha evening school at Thandarai Pettai. She dreams 

and works towards ‘no child labor’ in her community and village.  

 

Kasthuri says “serving dual roles – School Teacher in the morning and Educator in the asha 

evening class gives me happiness and satisfaction”. She wishes to serve the people in her 

village even after her marriage.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Study Activity Background of P. Kasthuri Thandarai Pettai Asha- U- Florida center of 

FORWORD 
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  ‘They Speak’…Asha-U-Florida Students of FORWORD… 
 

Story No: 5-   M. Venuprasanth Vilangadu Asha Center: 

 

M. Venuprasanth 

“I had a happy childhood and enjoyed going to school because of Asha for education and 

FORWORD”.  

Venuprasanth hail from Vilankadu, an interior Village in Kanchipuram District studying 

12th Standard in Government Higher secondary school, Elappakkam Village. His parents are 

Maari and Kanagavalli. They are agricultural workers. His younger brother Gopal is 

studying 5th Standard. They all live in thatched hut with minimum amenities. 

 Venuprasanth joined Asha for education center in 2005 since its inception. His parents are 

illiterate and cannot help him in studies at home. He regularly attended and enjoyed 

coming to evening classes.   

He was interested in Maths and urged to learn English. Asha for education helped and 

made him learn and pass in all his classes with good score. He also enjoyed Saturday 

classes and summer camps conducted by FORWORD. He learnt folk art, coloring and foot 

ball. His favorite activity was sapling plantation and maintaining them.   

 During floods in 2015, Venuprasanth and his family was severely affected. They did not 

have place to rest. Through FORWORD, his hut was rebuilt and basic requirements like mat, 

food grains, bed sheet, cooking utensils were provided.  

 He studies well and also helps other students in the Asha for education center. 

 

Venuprasanth says his dream of completing higher education have come true only because of 

Asha for education and FORWORD. “I am hopeful for a brighter future and will contribute my 

support back to the society I belong”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Study Activity Background of M. Venuprasanth Vilangadu Asha-U-Florida center of 

FORWORD 
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  ‘They Speak’…Asha-U-Florida Students of FORWORD… 
 

Story No: 6-   S. Tamil Selvi Ganapathipuram Asha Center: 

 

S. Tamil Selvi says, “My mother’s dream of seeing me educated has come true”.  Tamil Selvi 

has been studying in Asha for education evening classes since 3rd class in Ganapathipuram, 

Tambaram. Her father Sampath and mother Jayarakkini are from Thiruvannamalai District 

in Tamil Nadu, India. They migrated to Tambaram for employment. Her mother worked in 

an Export Processing Company and father worked as a painter.  

  Her father used often to fall sick. When examined by the doctors they confirmed that he 

has been affected by HIV/AIDS. Her mother struggled to take care of her dying husband and 

the children. Her father passed away when she was in class 7.  

FORWORD took responsibility to support Tamil Selvi and her sister till they finish their 

education.          

  Tamil Selvi studied in St. Joseph Higher Secondary School in East Tambaram. Asha for 

Education provided her with school uniforms, shoes, and books and needed study 

materials. She worked very hard and studied well.  

  “Every day returning from my school, I used to visit FORWORD Office and spend time in 

reading”. Tamil Selvi was always given motivation to focus on studies. 

  She scored 442/500 marks in 10th standard and 898/1200 marks in higher secondary 

examination.  

  Tamil Selvi has great interest and liking for mathematics. She joined B.Sc Mathematics in 

A.M. Jain College, Meenabakkam Chennai. Her sister Sophia is doing her III year B.A. English 

Literature in Quaid– E-Millath College, Chennai.  

  Her mother is happy that her dreams of educating her children have come true. Their 

neighbors and friends treat them with respect.   

 

Tamil Selvi thanks FORWORD and Asha for education for reconstructing human dignity and 

confidence in her. She wishes to contribute back to the society once she begins to earn.      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Study Activity Background of S. Tamil Selvi Ganapathipuram Asha-U-Florida center of 

FORWORD 
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‘They Speak’…Asha-U-Florida Students of FORWORD… 
 

Story No: 7-   V. Ettiyappan Thandarai Puthuchery Asha Center: 

“It is purely through the efforts of FORWORD and through Asha for Quality Education 

classes in Thandarai Puthuchery, I had come up in life not only in my economical position 

but also in my moral values. It is asha for education where I had found a relationship, a 

place to belong, social identity, human dignity and self confidence. I give this credit to the 

dear annas of Asha for Education who always remain as our models,” a proud Ettiyappan 

said.  

V. Ettiyappan is a Dalit student from Thandarai Puthuchery. This village is unreachable 

by public transportation facility. This is closer to a big lake and agricultural fields owned by 

upper caste people where dalits work as agricultural coolies. There is no school in this 

village. There is a primary school in Thandarai where the caste Hindus live.  

    Ettiyappan is the second and last son of their parents. He has an elder sister who is sick 

and uneducated. Ettiyappan comes from a very low economical status. His communities are 

landless agricultural coolies and led a humble living in small huts. Ettiyappan’s parents 

were invalid. His mother cannot stand & move. She was like a ball. His father was lame and 

walks with the help of stick. He came in touch with asha for quality Education classes 

Conducted in Thandarai Puthuchery in the year 2005, when it was started there. That time 

he was a small child studying in III standard.  

    “I came to Maheswari akka’s classes in the after school hours, out of anxiety and to get 

free eatables and stationeries from this center. That time I did not know the name of the 

programme. I started attending the evening center regularly. Later, I understood the name 

of the center as Asha Quality Education center run by FORWORD organization”, said a 

happy Ettiyappan, in his later days.  

    Ettiyappan lost his father when he was in his 9th standard. Since his elder sister was 

living with his grandmother in an another village, Ettiyappan has to take care of his mother 

who cannot move on her own. While serving her, he attended regularly his school and Asha 

evening center. During his 10th standard examination, his mother became sick and he was 

to take care of her completely. She died when he was in tenth standard. In this process he 

failed in the first attempt of his 10th Public Examination. He was disheartened and was in 

depression. He became an orphan.  

    FORWORD motivated him and empowered him to face the challenges in a positive way. 

FORWORD helped him to re-appear for tenth standard examinations. He did and passed. He 

wished to join Diploma in E.E.E. and hence FORWORD supported him to do his higher 

education in S.R.I. College of Engineering, Vandavasi, where he did his E.E.E. Diploma 

course successfully.  

     FORWORD took him as its ward and provided him with all his personal needs and 

educational needs. FORWORD closely monitored his physical, emotional and educational 

growth. He worked hard and successfully completed his course in April 2017. (2014-2017). 



 

He wrote his final examinations in April 2017 and got the job in May 2017 even before his 

results were out.  His results came in June 2017 and he passed in all the subjects. 

    After his education he joined in MSSL Company Walajabad as technician. From there he 

moved to PERFETTI VANMELLE INDIA PVT LTD Chennai for higher salary. Now he is the 

proud owner of a Motor Bike and is in the process of building his own house. Ettiyappan is 

in the habit of visiting asha evening center and supporting the children with stationery and 

snacks items.  

 

 “Now I have only one family and that is asha for education of FORWORD,” said 

Ettiyappan with smiles. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Study Activity Background of V. Ettiyappan Thandarai Puthuchery Asha-U-Florida 

center of FORWORD 
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