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Introduction:


Education is a basic human right to any individual, for her/ his wholistic development as a human being. Unfortunately, this basic right is denied to the majority, in the name of different man-made social structures like caste, creed and gender.


In today’s context of globalization or market economy, even education has become commercialized. This is a context, where our initiative “ Alternative Education to Deprived Children for sustainable Development” has been placed with 2 major objectives: 1. To make education reach out to the deprived children.


      2. To ensure education with quality to the participants of the project.


The project “ Alternative Education to Deprived Children for sustainable Development” is an ongoing project which in 2007-08, was taken up to 13 centres, catering to the educational needs of around 350 deprived Dalit children, in Kancheepuram District.


Promotion of regular school studies of the children and promotion of life-based values being two eyes of our efforts, care was taken towards achieving this end.


In 2007-08, the quality education programme among the deprived children of Dalit community in Kancheepuram District of Tamil Nadu was implemented. This project covers children from 4th standard to 9th standard to the tune of 313 children.

1.Excellence in studies:

It is empowering to know that all our children have passed except Sridhar from Kuddalore. Sridhar failed in 7th standard. Sridhar is a partially - mentally-challenged child with deficiency in speech. He is a regular attendant of the evening classes and his mother says that he has improved a lot after coming to Asha evening classes. She also feels that in this center, unlike in his regular school, he gets recognition, acceptance and love from his fellow students, while in the regular school,while in the regular school, he is always teased by his fellow students.

A Few stories of educational excellence:
Feed back of the students:

U.Muniyammal is a VII standard girl says:


“After coming to tuition I study well. I submit my homework well. Now I am happy”.

C.Ramachandran: I am Ramachandran; I study in 10th standard in R.C. High School, Thandalam. I was a student of asha school in Thandaraiputhuchery.I was weak and bad in English.Now I am good in English. In addition to it, I come to know about nature and the ways to safeguard it.

A.Meena: Studying 9th standard, Morappakkam School says:

· ‘Previously I was in 10th rank. Now comes in 5th rank.

· At home I could not study. Mother works as a construction worker. Father as coolie in Chennai.After coming to the Asha class, I find comfortable time to study. I enjoy studying’.

K.Deivanai: studying in 4th Standard in Kudalore Government primary School. Her father sick and is suffering from T.B, Mother works as a construction worker. 


Her brother Murugan studied up to 6th Standard and could not go to School. He discontinued long back and now is going for Coolie work, with his mother. Deivanai studies well and comes always in 1st rank. 

A.Meha Raj:


He is studying in 7th standard in R.C. High School in Thandalam. He stopped going to school because his teacher beat him. Asha teacher intervened and counseled the boy also. Now he is going to school and the concerned teacher treats him well.

E.Vijaya Kumar:


He is the son of a coolie. He is studying in 7th standard and gets 6th rank in his studies.

Arul Mozhi: studying in 7th standard. “I get motivation to study. Out of 53 students, previously I had no rank, but now I get 17th rank”.

M.Anjali: Studying in 6th standard. She previously did not take any rank. Now she gets 8th rank.

Deepa: Studying in standard 7th. “At home no atmosphere to learn. Previously used to pass only in1 or 2 subjets. Now I pass in all the subjects, I am happy”. Her parents are agricultural coolies.

Mani Kandan:


Studying in 7th standard. “I get motivation to study after coming to Asha School.  Previously I failed in many subjects. Now I pass in all subjects”.

Out of the 3 Years of our Asha Students, from Thandarai Puthuchery:

· 1.Thanush, 2.Raghu and 3.Ram Kumar are now doing +1, studying in Government Higher secondary School, Madhuranthagam.

· Bhubaneshwari studying +1, in Madhuranthagam Boys Higher Secondary School.

Sathya Nathan:


Our student Sathyanathan stopped with 9th class. He passed in standard 9th and stopped schooling. Now he works in a Bureau company on a daily wage of Rs.60/- and free bus fare. His mother is a coolie while father a drunkard. Sathyanathan is a talented painter and artist.We are trying to sensitize his parents to send him to school. 

Generally the feedback is:

“Normally we used to sit before T.V and watch serials. But now we run to evening school”.

“Do my home work regularly, which I never used to do previously”

Mother of Srinath from Gundumedu says, “My son is well disciplined now. Previously, he was uncontrollable and was a trouble maker”.

V.Ediyappan of Thandarai Puthucheri:


V.Ediyappan S/o Velu & Kamakshi. His parents are old as well as invalid. Her mother cannot walk straight but can only crawl. This boy is studying very well. Comes 1st rank in his class. He studies in R.C. School, Thandalam.

Rank Holders:
· Lokesh 9th Standard gets 1st rank, in R.C. Higher secondary School, Thandalam.

· Mani studying in 8th standard. Getting 1st Rank-studies in Morappakkam High school.

· Mano Bhaskar 9th studies in Morappakkam Higher secondary school is in 1st rank.

· Sasi Kala in standard 9th studying R.C.Higher secondary school Thandalam gets 1st rank.

· Ranjith kumar gets 1st rank. He studies in VIII th standard in Adi Dravidar welfare school in Thandarai Puthucheri.  

Motivated to learn:


Gopi and Parthibhan are brothers; they stay in their grandma’s house and were not attending to class regularly. Parents complained. After taking steps to motivate, they attend regular school as well as evening class regularly.

Parents Meetings:
Parents meetings were conducted on all 5th Saturdays. Parents committee consists of of 5 members each.. Dilli Rani said, “It is really empowering to monitor the education of our children.”The effect of remedial teaching  has made all the students pass. 

Salient features of the Quality education programme:
1.Nature and Children: 

This is the programme taken up by the children on every 1st Saturday. Children have developed a mindset to love and care for nature. As Arulmozhi from Kudalore said,” I was never serious about Nature before. Now I am surprised to know that Nature has life. I shared this knowledge with my parents. They were also surprised to know about it. It is a happy thing to realize that now I have developed love for nature and I will work on it, as I grow old”.


Asha children had planted around 500 saplings, during this year and had created two hundred kitchen gardens, in the tiny places, left at their huts. They had cultivated vegetables like bitter gourds, green chillies, greens etc. As Deivyanai from Vadakkupattu points out “it is my pleasure to take care of the tiny plants, at the backside of my house. I love them. When I see them I feel proud”


The objective of FORWORD in implementing this activity is to create an alternative team of children, who will turn to be adults with right values-value for human life and value for nature. Hence the students of asha quality education centers are moulded in this way and it is our belief that the right-values sowed in their minds will live with them in reconstructing right values in their adulthood. 

2.Social justice and children:


The right-based programmes, taken up by the children on 3rd Saturdays, in their respective areas, had helped the children to grow with value-based mind set. In today’s context of globalizations, where every things has got only money value,our children are motivated to see an alternative life beyond money- a life of life- promoting human relationships. Moral ethics are not only taught to the children but they are motivated to practise it and also to campaign for it. To quote Mano from Thandarai, “to think that poverty is an issue of injustice and not our rightful lot is surprising. With all my strength of education, I will fight it out, when I grow old”. In many centers, they had taken rallies in their areas and had tried to sensitize the adults. In one of the feedback…. 

Karuppan a community person from Kudalore said, “ The children’s rally had made me to think seriously, now I realize that as the children had raised slogans, India has got political freedom and not economical freedom. However I  work hard, I stay always in debt and I have no way to over come it”.

Chitra from the community in Mathur said, “As the children rightly points out, the new economic policies in India are life-killing and not life-saving”.I have understood it through the children”.

1.Programmes of Asha children with other notable agencies:


On 23.09.2007, an interaction programme was conducted among the students of SMK FOMRA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, Kelambakkam, Chennai, and the Asha students from Guduvanchery cluster. Around 40 Asha children participated in this programme and 5 students and 1 faculty member participated from SMK. It was part of the out reaching programme of the college and they chose FORWORD to conduct this programme. During this programme Asha children exhibited their talents in drawing, painting, oratory and in games.


Children were presented with prizes like calculators, dictionaries etc. It was a great day for the children. Kavitha from Kuthanoor “I am happy and in addition to it, the prize calculator I got will be useful to me for my studies.”

 What they say:


“I have attended a few children’s programme but never I have experienced such disciplined children with pleasant manners” – Archana B.Tech IT.


“Their smartness and alternativeness is commendable”  - Navatha.MCA.,


“Their talents in drawing, singing, understanding and playing the different games is excellent”  -Hymavathi .MCA.,


“ I am impressed by the decent behaviour of these children”  -Sharvani.MCA.,

2.Zenta with Asha children:


Around 35 IT personnels from Zenta an IT MNC, Chennai availed an opportunity to spend a day with the children and their parents, in Madambakkam. The children represented the clusters of Guduvancheri. Around two hundred children, including children of Asha for quality education could spend a happy day with the team of Zenta.


Different programmes were conducted like games, entertainments, information which made the children happy as well as informative. Prizes were distributed to the winners as well as to all the participants of the programme. Karthick and Sujana from the H.R. Department of Zenta had requested for this programme. Sujana said, “ I am amazed at the way in which, I could renew my vigor through this programme. It is just fantastic”.

To quote P.Saranya from Madambakkam 8th standard “ it is a day of happiness for me. Nowadays, my parents are not sending me out, to participate in any of the programmes with my friends. But today, thanks to Asha Quality Education, I got an opportunity to mingle with friends & children from other areas and especially with ‘annas’ and ‘accas’ of IT sector.”

3.Asha Students in Pothigai of Doordharshan, the Television channel of the Government of India:


Doordharshan, the National Television channel of India, recorded a children’s programme of our asha quality education centre children from Irumpuliyoor centre. It was part of the recording of the activities of FORWORD among the deprived women and children, in Kancheepuram District. The teacher K.Manonmani was interviewed and she in her speech mentioned about the goal of FORWORD  -to create an alternative world of equal opportunities for the deprived children to enjoy - in conducting evening classes for the deprived children of Kancheepuram District. Children sang a song on the importance of education and the need for educating the female children.


This programme was telecasted on dates 05.05.2008 and 08.05.2008. The process of T.V recording has empowered the children as well as the teacher.

All such opportunities had helped to give self-confidence to the deprived children and had raised their social status and social recognition in the society.

a). Children’s Parliament:

The Children’s Parliament is being formed among the students to develop leadership skills, political clarity, and community spirit among the deprived children. The Children’s Parliament enables them to identify the problems among them and in the community, find solution and strategy to the problem and rectify. These experience makes this little ones to mould to take up greater tasks in life for the sake of community and in personal life. 

A training was given to the children on 25th of August to develop their leadership skills and motivate their involvement. This motivation enables them politically for the public life. They are also proud and courageous to fight against the injustice and for the rights of their fellow person. 



On 5th September, being the day of literacy (Birth Day of Former president of India Dr. Radhakrishnan) a cluster level programme was conducted for Madhuranthagam cluster children. 140 children participated in it Miniature form of parliament was conducted.


D.ManoBaskar, standard VIII, the speaker of the parliament conducted the proceedings. A.Meena from 9th standard the Prime Minister, M.Johnsy Rani  from 9th standard the Home Minister, S.Janaki Raman from 9th standard, the Education Minister A.Anbarasan from 9th standard, the Law Minister and R.Sobana from 8th standard the President along with other ministerial body, helped the discussions to take place. Out of this parliament, they identified the issues curtailing their right to education and prioritized the issue of 1 or 2 teachers in the Primary schools (for 5 classes), in the rural parts of Kancheepuram District. They had represented this matter to the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and to the Education Minister of Tamil Nadu.  

b). Nutritional Support:

The children are provided with the mixed cereals flour, biscuits and boiled milk to boost their health and to motivate them to come for the evening study. The provision of such eatables helps to balance their malnutrition factors. 

c). Scholarships:

The scholarships were distributed to 6 numbers of children in supporting their education financially. It was distributed to support their educational fees, Uniforms, notebooks and stationary. 

Names of the Children:

1. Vinoth   3rd year B.A.  Continuation of support.

2. Vincent 2nd year ITI Continuation of support.

3. M. Ezhilarasi   Plus 2 Madampakkam Old student of Asha.

4. R. Prabhu Plus 2 Madampakkam Old Student of Asha.

5. N. Raghu    9th Std.  Son of Navaneetham, a deserted Dalit woman from Thandarai Puthucheri, and a student of this centre.

6.Thatchanamurthy 9th Std, Son of Gangammal a young Dalit Deserted woman and a domestic worker from Tambaram.

  Apart from this, 20 children of the visually challenged were helped with Rs.500/ each to meet with the opening expenses of the school. 


K.Yamuna is from Irumpuliyur School and she is doing her 10th standard. She was a regular student of Asha evening school from Irumpuliyur. Her father is an alcoholic and never goes for work. Her mother is a heart patient. Originally she worked in an export garment company but now could not work, due to her sickness. Hence for livelihood, the family needs the labour of K.Yamuna and tried to stop her from going to school. But Asha teacher intervened and encouraged her to continue her education. She is helped with and now she has appeared for 10th public examination and needs to be helped for her higher secondary education too.

Conclusion:


Quality education to the deprived Dalit children has benefited the lives of its primary participants in an effective way and has made a deep impact in the lives of the secondary participants of the programme. In the context of today’s life where violence and money- based sensual pleasures, alone matters, FORWORD is trying to build up an ‘another world’ where social justice and peace can be experienced by its members, irrespective of all man- made divisions like caste, creed, religion, class and gender. Catch them when they are young is the underlying current in moulding these deprived children in their formative age and the impact made in them is so strong and deep, we hope that these children will bring about the visualized another world of our dream, in their bright tomorrow.

******* Thanks *******

	
	
	TOTAL NUMBER OF SCHOOLS:13
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	a) KUDALORE- 3 Schools
	
	
	
	
	

	a) KUDALORE
	IV th Std
	V th Std
	VI th Std
	VII th Std
	VIII th Std
	IX th Std
	Total Students

	Gender
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Clustre-1.
	1
	0
	2
	5
	1
	3
	2
	4
	2
	2
	3
	3
	11
	17

	Clustre-2.
	0
	4
	1
	2
	3
	1
	3
	0
	2
	0
	1
	2
	10
	9

	Clustre-3.
	3
	0
	5
	0
	0
	2
	3
	5
	2
	2
	0
	0
	13
	9

	Total Students
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	34
	35

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	b) THANDARAI PUDHUCHERI - 2 Schools.
	
	

	b)THANDARAI PUDHUCHERI
	IV th Std
	V th Std
	VI th Std
	VII th Std
	VIII th Std
	IX th Std
	Total Students

	Gender
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Clustre-1.
	0
	2
	2
	4
	1
	4
	3
	4
	2
	1
	1
	0
	9
	15

	Clustre-2.
	0
	0
	4
	2
	2
	1
	4
	6
	3
	3
	0
	1
	13
	13

	Total Students
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	22
	28

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	c) JOTHI NAGAR - School
	
	
	
	
	

	c) JOTHI NAGAR
	IV th Std
	V th Std
	VI th Std
	VII th Std
	VIII th Std
	IX th Std
	Total Students

	Gender
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Clustre-1.
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	3
	0
	3
	2
	1
	2
	14

	Total Students
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	14

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	d) MADAMBAKKAM
	
	
	

	d) MADAMBAKKAM
	IV th Std
	V th Std
	VI th Std
	VII th Std
	VIII th Std
	IX th Std
	Total Students

	Gender
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Clustre-1.
	3
	2
	2
	3
	5
	5
	5
	5
	2
	3
	0
	3
	17
	21

	Total Students
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	17
	21

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	e) GUNDUMEDU
	
	
	
	

	e) GUNDUMEDU
	IV th Std
	V th Std
	VI th Std
	VII th Std
	VIII th Std
	IX th Std
	Total Students

	Gender
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Clustre-1.
	2
	3
	0
	4
	1
	3
	2
	3
	1
	3
	2
	3
	8
	19

	Total Students
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	8
	19

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	f) KUTHANOOR
	
	
	
	

	f) KUTHANOOR
	IV th Std
	V th Std
	VI th Std
	VII th Std
	VIII th Std
	IX th Std
	Total Students

	Gender
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Clustre-1.
	2
	2
	1
	1
	0
	3
	5
	3
	2
	5
	3
	2
	13
	16

	Total Students
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	13
	16

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	g) IRUMPULIYUR
	
	
	
	

	g) IRUMPULIYUR
	IV th Std
	V th Std
	VI th Std
	VII th Std
	VIII th Std
	IX th Std
	Total Students

	Gender
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Clustre-1.
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	5
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	11

	Total Students
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	11

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	h) PULIKORADU
	
	
	
	

	h) PULIKORADU
	IV th Std
	V th Std
	VI th Std
	VII th Std
	VIII th Std
	IX th Std
	Total Students

	Gender
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Clustre-1.
	4
	0
	1
	5
	0
	2
	1
	0
	3
	4
	3
	2
	12
	13

	Total Students
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	12
	13

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I) OONAMALAI
	
	
	
	

	i) OONAMALAI
	IV th Std
	V th Std
	VI th Std
	VII th Std
	VIII th Std
	IX th Std
	Total Students

	Gender
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Clustre-1.
	4
	0
	1
	4
	1
	3
	0
	3
	1
	4
	0
	4
	7
	18

	Total Students
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7
	18

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	j) MATHUR
	
	
	
	
	

	j) MATHUR
	IV th Std
	V th Std
	VI th Std
	VII th Std
	VIII th Std
	IX th Std
	Total Students

	Gender
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Clustre-1.
	2
	1
	1
	1
	3
	1
	2
	0
	3
	3
	1
	3
	12
	9

	Total Students
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	12
	9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	129
	184

	OVER ALL TOTAL STUDENTS OF ASHA QUALITY EDUCATION IN 13 CLUSTRES
	
	313
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


