Activity Report of Slum Education Programme at Jogeshwari & Andheri

For May 2001 to April 2002.

The period from May 2001 to April 2002 was very challenging as the number of students increased more than 200. This includes a few drop-outs and also college going students, whom we supported to our best, teaching them regularly and helping them with books and stationeries. We noticed that the students were also very serious in their studies. But the biggest problem was ENGLISH.  All our students study in vernacular schools. They study in Urdu, Hindi, Gujarati and Marathi mediums. When they reach college, it is very difficult for them to study in English medium. In schools they do not study higher English. At homes and surroundings, English is neither spoken nor studied. Thus they are completely unfamiliar with English. This creates a lot of problems for them. I feel that we should give more attention to English learning. In fact, English is also becoming necessary for computer Education. Without minimum knowledge of English, Computer Education also becomes a problem.  In view of this, I am personally trying to coach English to all my children.

Fortunately for us, Ms. Uma Venkataraman of Asha for Education offered her services to take care of our English classes for older children (Class X, XI and XII)  Uma, a MBA and an Executive with Unit Trust of India, worked hard. She knows the root cause of the problems for educating our children around us.

For our students, we are having 2 separate class rooms at Sahakar Road. Besides, my house is always kept open for studies. Children used to come almost  whole day to study. My wife and I try to make them comfortable for studies.

We teach 43 children at Sahakar Road classes,  20 at my residence, 9 at Makrani Pada,  19 at Pascal Colony, 61 at Juhu Gally and 34 at Santa Cruz. A few students other than the above often come for consultation etc. 

We are facing acute shortage of space at Juhu Gally (Andheri West) where 61 children studied under our supervision. The classes were arranged at the residence of the teacher-in-charge. Proper sitting arrangements were made there. I personally visit the place at least thrice a week and try to check the progress of children.

Fortunately, Ms. Teesta Setalvad of Communal Combat offered us a room for the children from Jogeshwari East). Since January, we started our classes there. I visit the class and meet the children and their parents.

Along with this report, I am enclosing the detailed report of our classes at various places and children studying there. About 10-11 teachers taking care of them. I have arranged exclusive teachers for English and Marathi. I myself and my wife also taught children English, Marathi and other subjects. On Sundays and Holidays my wife, Mrs. Arifa Ashraf used to take special Marathi classes.

We were requested by Maulana Azad School, Golibar, Santa Cruz (East) to help a few poor students who were weak in Marathi, English and Maths. I discussed with the Principal and arranged Teachers for the students.

FUNCTIONS AND CELEBRATIONS
Felicitation of SSC Children

On July 8, we felicitated our children (8) who passed SSC Exam of 2001. Among them, 5 were girls and 3 boys. This was the first time that such a large number of children passed SSC Exam under our guidance/support. We helped all of them for higher studies and now they have also passed Class XI (except one who is doing a professional course).

Mr. Harshvardhan and Miss Uma Venkataraman of ASHA were Chief Guests. They met all our  children and exchanged their views.  

INDEPENDENCE DAY FUNCTION
Independence Day, 15th August 2001 was celebrated with the parents of our children. Mr. Anand Mohan Sahay was the Chief Guest on this occasion. On this day children spoke about the importance of the Independence Day, national integration and about their social and educational problems.

The occasion was also graced by the parents (mostly mothers) of our children.

CHILDREN’S DAY  - 14th NOVEMBER, 2001

Children’s Day was celebrated at our Jogeshwari Classes and Juhu Gally Classes. On this occasion our children produced and presented various skits, songs and musical programme. It is worthy to mention that our children can present most attractive and meaningful programmes concerning their own surroundings and families. Their expression seems to be much more rooted in their day-to-day life. It is to be noted that the undersigned occasionally made them aware about various social problems and tries to penetrate into their minds  about the solution of such problems, that is nothing, but “education and education”
At both the places, once again parents of our children also attended the programmes and knew about the knowledge and talents of their children. This was also an occasion for the undersigned to request the parents to help and encourage their children in all the fields.
ANNUAL PICNIC
Students of Class IX and above numbering about 50 were taken on a picnic at Picnic Point, Goregaon. This was also an occasion for the students to mix up and interact among themselves and to play, sing-song, etc.  in the open-air which they seldom find in their tiny houses. As usual, once again I appraised them about the importance of such gatherings which, of course, does not comprise only entertainment but something more than that. 

The younger children were taken separately to Juhu beach.

In short we celebrated all the occasions with full zeal and enthusiasm. With our limited resources and various problems  we are striving to raise the standard of education, talents and understanding along with the awareness about our country, society and people.

I, myself visit almost every child’s house, interact with his/her parents to know personally their various problems. Although it is very difficult to solve their problems, but by listening to such problems one can understand the society at large.  I also visit local schools, meet teachers, Principals and other social workers  from time to time. My continuous efforts may not bring immediate results but I am sure it will bring fruits in future. 

VISITORS/WELL WISHERS

As mentioned above, Ms. Uma Venkataraman is a frequent visitor to our classes. She is great help to me. Besides, her Mr. Harshwardhan and Mr. Shrikant of Asha for Education (Mumbai Chapter) also visit our programmes. I am always in touch with Uma and Harsh. In the first week of September 2001, Ms. Malini Kasbekar from California, USA of Asha also visited all our classes, met teachers and children. Later she spoke about one Mr. Santosh (IIT Mumbai). Santosh wanted me to visit an Asha Project but the same could not materialise.

Mr. Anand Mohan Sahay, one of the founders of Vikas Adhyayan Kendra, Resource Person and social activist visits our classes frequently.

Mr. Manjul Bhardwaj and a noted Theatre person and activist (Child Labour Front) along with Babli Rawat are regular visitors to us.

I get full support from local community leaders, like Mr. Haji Ghani Aibani, Mr. Habib Sheikh, Mr. Dawood Patel, Adv. Sharif Ansari, Mr. Jan Mohammed, Mr. Ismail Mom, Mr. Haji Allauddin Chhellia, Mr. Faiz Ansari, Principal Shaikh Sharfuddin, Mr. Aziz Hallai, Mr. Jaffar Shaikh, Mr. M. A. Kashmiri, Mr. Salim Shah, Dr. Sirish Kulkarni, Dr. (Mrs) Sharmila Kulkarni, Mr. Salim Shah, Mr. Adam Patel, Mr. Kader Memon, Mr. Bagban and others.

 I also get moral support from dignitaries like Mr. Razak Allana (Chairman, Allana Group of Companies), Mr. Haji Suleman Bhiwandiwalla (R.B. Transport), Mr. Ramnarayan Saraf,  Mr. K. L. Saraf (Saraf Trust), Mr. Vishwanath Sachdev, (Editor, Nav Bharat Times), Mr. Yagya Sharma (Poet – Satarist), Mrs. Sudha Arora (Writer), Ms. Jyoti Punwani, Journalist, Prof. Zahir Ali( I.Y. College), Ms. Veena Misra, Dr. Asghar ali Engineer, Mr. Mazar Kamran (Cinematographer), Mr. Siddarth Kak (Surabhi fame), Ms. Renuka Shahane, Mr. Deomani Pande, Mr. Mahmood Ayubi, Mr. George Gomes (VAK), Dr. Kumar Saptarshi, etc. 

Mr. Ajit Muricken, Director and Mr. Suresh Shelke, Office Manager of Vikas Adhyayan Kendra  have always been a source of inspiration and resourceful friends to our children and programmes. They have lent all possible help throughout the year and prior to that. With his valuable suggestions and positive advises, Ajit Muricken has been a ‘friend in need’. Mr. Suresh Shelke also visits our classes and knows personally many of our children. All the staff of VAK have been very co-operative and helpful to me.

Last but not the least, my wife Arifa Ashraf has been rendering yeomen service to carry out my mission in the field of education and social upliftment of our students. She has always been welcoming my students and their parents who often come with their various problems.  Without her support it would have been very difficult for me to carry on such programmes.   

At present, during the vacation, I have started English speaking class which is becoming very popular in the area. Along with this I have also arranged a Tailoring-cum-stitching classes for the girl students. A large number of girls are taking advantage of our programmes. I am requested by many people to start such classes at different places.

Many more such under-privileged children are coming to me with various types of problems. With your support, cooperation, suggestions and help, I am sure future is not bad as we may think.       
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