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Site Visit report by Sumit Sarkar <sumit.joy.sarkar@gmail.com>

For an Indian , who is a resident of another country, the idea of visiting our roots always brings lot of excitement & joy. However , most of the time this enthusuasm disappears fast - thanks to the continuous disruption of normal life triggered by a series of Bandhs , never-ending traffic jam, narrow crowded pothole-ridden roads , wide-spread dearth of civic sense & so on. Out of this not-so-pleasant, not-so-memorable stay, one silver lining is our visit to Jagaddal with revered Swami Devendranandaji (Maharaj) who has been successfully transforming the lives of under-privileged children with the help of few ex-students of Narendrapur Ramakrishna Mission and others.

I visited Narendrapur on 11th Nov 2007 along with my wife and other relatives , met our ever-caring Maharaj and had the privilege of meeting Mousumi , Rupa and others at Jagaddal. It was a brief but momentous visit where we all were quite enthralled with the mystic charm of rural bengal,its dense green trees full with fruits, chirping birds and lush-green agricultural fields. The happiest moment occurred when we caught the glimpse of these little children who have found their home at Jagaddal VESC. Facilities including classroom & kitchen were neat and clean. Children's bedroom was well-maintained with modest furniture. Land for vocational institute is acquired . The fact that there is a computer in the center which is used for training the students was very heartening . In the same way the dedication of teaching staff like Mahua and non-teaching staff like Sikha assures us that these kids are indeed in safe hands.

 If the establishment of VESC is primarily inspired by the ideals of Swami Vivekananda , it is sustained by the love and affection of Swami Debendrananda. His regular supervision & communication with ex-students and the coordinating activities of VESC secretary Mr Saikat Basu show that nothing is impossible if there is a determined effort. Thanks to overseas friends of VESC and other philanthropic individuals , we know that VESC centres at both Jagaddal & Sonajheel with strength of 250 students approximately will do well. However in a country of more than 240 million Below-Poverty-Line (BPL) population, this is just a tiny drop in the ocean of sorrows & sufferings. Considering the established fact that education is the principal mechanism to combat poverty and unemployment effectively, we need more VESC centres in each district of West Bengal and other backward states . I feel ex-students from Narendrapur and other well-wishers of poor Indian children need to play a role in materializing this vision through contributing in any kind - capital (money), talent, time & effort ,influence etc. At the same time , we need to ensure that the quality of education in these institutes should be improved continuously in order to make a long-term positive impact in the society. Deputing current students of Narendrapur College as visiting faculty as part of National Social Service (NSS) scheme may provide a solution to this.

