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The History 

The early classes (1997-2000) of the motivational centers of VESC at Sonarpur and Jagaddal were held in space loaned for temporarily use by well-wishers. 
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VESC center operational in a temporary location before the purchase of land

As the need for a more permanent location was desirable, two plots of land were purchased in Sonarpur and Jagaddal respectively from money raised by Asha for Education (Work and Hour 1999 fund-raiser) and other patrons of VESC.  Since funds for construction were not immediately available, temporary structures were set up in the two locations. 
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       The temporary structures at the two VESC sites at Jagaddal (left) and Sonarpur (right)

Reasons for Building Permanent Structures at the Centers 

We now want to build more permanent structures in the two locations.  This is important because: 

1. The children are now crowded in one room which makes it difficult to conduct separate classes. 

2. The current structure is not very effective in keeping out the elements and is particularly challenging during the monsoons. 

Construction of permanent structures will help the children in the areas to get a good education and eradicate child labour in the two municipalities.  We have additional plans of using the permanent structure to:

1. Provide noon meals for children, which may be prepared in more hygienic conditions 

2. Build a library and reading room for the children. 

3. Provide space for computer training, which we plan to initiate as part of encouraging entrepreneurs. 

We have plans in place and are working actively to ensure that after the permanent structures come up, we are prepared for any additional responsibility and expense that we might incur. 

The Building Plans and Budget 

As of 12 February 2003, the plans for the Sonarpur and Jagaddal centers have been approved by the municipality.  The total budget for construction is $63,000 (Rs. 30 lakhs).  The budget details are available at the links provided (Sonarpur & Jagaddal). The construction of the buildings will proceed in 2 phases, with the first phase aimed at completing the ground floor. The first phase of construction will require $42,000 (Rs. 20 lakhs), of which we have raised and disbursed $14,500 (Rs. 7 lakhs). Construction has already commenced at Sonarpur with the funds disbursed. We need to raise another $27,500 (Rs. 13 lakhs) to complete the first phase of construction. 
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Construction at Sonarpur

Our Target and an Appeal
We have been spreading the word about the efforts to construct the centers for the last few months.  Our target is that we raise the money for the first phase of construction of the two centers by June 2003. 

We can reach the target only with active co-operation and participation from the well wishers of VESC and supports of such efforts to bring about socio-economic change in India.  We humbly request you to participate in this effort by spreading the word and by contributing generously. 
  

Please make cheques out to Asha for Education. 
Please write VESC - building construction in the memo area. 
Please mail the cheques to 

    Asha for Education 
    P.O. Box 407, Church Street Station 
    New York, NY 10008-407 

For further information, you may also call or send email to: 

Prithvi Prabhu                    +1 (646) 425-5477        pppis@yahoo.com 
S. Sundar Kumar Iyer        +1 (845) 831-8661        sskiyer@yahoo.com 

Back to main VESC web-site 
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