Report - Visit to VESC schools at Sonarpur and Jagaddal.

N. Ravisekhar Raju,  Nov 23-24, 2002

Nov 23, 2002
I arrived at Narendrapur on 23rd morning and met Swami Devendrananda at his hostel. Swamiji gave me an update on how the schools were doing and showed some photographs and press clippings related to VESC. Antua and Azahar, two of the VESC volunteers, were also present and showed me a video presentation regarding VESC on a PC. The video CD had background material regarding the schools and recordings of some of the functions with narration by Saikatda.

We had lunch at Narendrapur and then proceeded to the Sonarpur center in Salam's autorickshaw. I was accompanied by Swamiji, Saikatda, and Antua. The Sonarpur school is currently functioning in a small club building, awaiting completion of the permanent structure. When we arrived, the students were just finishing up with their lunch. A group of girls performed some traditional dances with assistance from the teachers. The program attracted a lot of onlookers from the street and also little children from the private school in the adjacent lot. It was apparent that the VESC teachers were taking a great deal of care in developing extra-curricular / cultural activities for the students in addition to their studies. 

During out visit, there were about 65 students and 4 teachers at Sonarpur. The current building was clearly very cramped. However, one positive aspect was some open space in the front where the kids can play.

After meeting the students and teachers, we visited the construction site for the new building which is about a quarter kilometer from the current school. The foundation work had begun earlier in the month. Uttam was staying on-site and keeping track of the material and workmanship on a daily basis. I was told that the neighbors have also been very cooperative. All the VESC volunteers and the few students who had come along with us to the construction site were very excited about the new school building. It was heartening to see the financial resources provided by ASHA being used in an effective manner for a good cause.

That evening, we also visited some of the slums at the outskirts of Narendrapur, where a big fraction of the  Jagaddal students come from.

Nov 24, 2002

This day, I went to the Jagaddal center around noon accompanied by Swamiji, Lutha and Lopamudra (a VESC volunteer/teacher).  The Jagaddal school is currently located in a thatched hut awaiting construction of a permanent structure. The students, about 60 by my rough count, were having lunch. Again, the students performed some nice traditional dances with assistance from the teachers. The students at Jagaddal seemed to be from very poor households and it was very clear that VESC was of great help to them. If not for VESC, many of these children would probably get no schooling at all due to family circumstances.

During these couple of days, I also visited Saikatda's and Lopamudra's house - it was very heartening to see the high level of commitment of all the people and volunteers associated with VESC. Satyajitda also dropped by on the 24th to say hello and discuss the future plans for VESC.

On the whole, I was impressed by the work being done by VESC and would whole-heartedly recommend continued support to this organization.

