



Shastri School for the Hearing Impaired

Our Hearts, Their Minds, One Hope
Site Visit 2007
Shastri School: An Asha For Education Project

By: Sruthi Ramakrishnan and Swathi Ramakrishnan, project stewards for Shastri School

Email: swaruthi@aol.com
[image: image4.jpg]



5th grade students ready to begin class
An Asha for Education project, Shastri School is a school for speech and hearing impaired children right outside the city of Bangalore, India.  All of the students suffer from hearing loss and come from impoverished families.  Many of the students are also orphans, studying and living in the school.   

It has been almost 7 years since we took on this project as coordinators for the school and we have enjoyed working to support and help the children. This summer, we took another visit to Shastri to see the school and update the sponsors on the children.  As we entered the school, we were greeted warmly by Mr. Basavaraju, the secretary of the school, and the principal, Mrs. Vijaykumari.  All the students, who had earlier been informed about our trip, were eagerly awaiting our visit. 
Shastri School currently has 140 students for which we arrange sponsorship for 77 of them from grades pre-primary to 10th.  There are also 18 certified teachers who teach the students math, Kannada, history, and art. One problem that the school has encountered is the low teacher turnover rate, which is due to the fact that the school is not able to pay them the market rate. Many teachers, however, find teaching these students rewarding in other ways and continue to support the school. 

As we entered each classroom while the lectures were in session, the students happily welcomed us, standing up and greeting us traditionally, Namaste.  Many of them were learning times tables in math and the teachers gave them a brief geography lesson in social studies as we reminded them that we were from America.  
After their morning classes, the children happily gathered at the terrace for their lunch break.  All the food is prepared by the school’s cook and some is donated by local food vendors.  Usually the students have rice with sambar or rasam and some vegetable dish.  However, whenever we come we help organize a sponsored meal for the children, which includes a variety of various curries and some sweet dishes for the children to choose from.  Mr. Basavaraju told us that this is what the children look forward most to!  A sponsored meal only costs about $50 and feeds all the 140 children.  Some of our sponsors ask for ways in which they can contribute to the school more and we realized that this way would really benefit all the children and give them something to be excited about.  It is hard to donate items like clothes as the children’s sizes vary or games which we would have to mail there so this is a great way for all the children to enjoy a donation.  
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After having lunch with the students, we met with the principals and discussed some of the events that Shastri has been recently involved with.
During the school year, apart from just learning in the classrooms and preparing for board exams, the students go on many field trips and recreational activities.  The school tries to arrange at least one excursion every month to encourage learning not just through textbooks and to keep the children active and involved in their surroundings. 
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Bringing hope through education



Some holidays the school celebrates include Mahaveer Jayanthi, Independence Day, Teacher’s Day, Children’s Day, Disabled Day, and Republic Day.  On these days Asha organizes different types of cultural activities like dance, Bharathanatyam, essay competitions, and games for students and staff members.  Before their holidays that begin during the end of March, the children celebrate the holiday Holi by wearing colorful costumes, making arts and crafts, and throwing Holi powder.  A large bonfire is lit and the children gather around to hear legends and stories.  Independence Day in August is also a highly celebrated holiday for the school as the students perform plays and dances and are treated with a large feast for dinner. Every year the school also celebrates Sports Day where the students play kho-kho, kabadi, jump rope, football, and cricket and have the opportunity to compete for prizes. 
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Celebrating Children’s Day with outdoor games and activities on November 14th
The students also enjoy field trips that are organized by the school including trips to the zoo.  One of the recent field trips that the students enjoyed was the visit to the Parle-g plant.  The popular company, Parle-g, is one of the leading manufacturers of Biscuits and Confectionary in India and has one of the largest units in Bangalore.  The company organized a program so that the students could take an educational tour of the factory and learn first hand how their favorite cookies were manufactured in very hygienic conditions.  
Shastri School is still mainly supported by donors, volunteers, businesses, and sponsors.  The organization does not receive any financial assistance from the state government or central government. Voluntary organizations like rotary clubs, lions clubs, and ladies clubs also aid the Karnataka Welfare Association.  This year, the president and members of the Snedhadhara Ladies Association held a conference in Bangalore.  They invited the school students and staff to the event and even awarded five of the top students the “Best Student” award.  Members of the association also regularly visit the school to see the children and help in obtaining more school supplies.  

One of the ladies clubs in north Bangalore called ALFA visited the school recently as well.  The president of this club, Dr. Priya Mahatme, was in contact with us as she wanted to organize a trip to see the school and make a financial contribution.  After her visit she sent us a letter (provided below), showing how pleased she was of her stay. We again would like to thank the ladies club and other organizations for their help and contributions to Shastri.

Hi Swathi and Sruthi, 

I visited Shastri School yesterday along with six other members of my ladies club. It was indeed a heart warming experience and we've come back with some fond memories of the visit. We reached the school around 12 p.m and were received by Mrs.Vijaykumari, principal of the school. She showed us around the classrooms and introduced us to the teachers and the students. What touched us most was the way all the students stood up and greeted us with "Namaste". We went through their notebooks and noticed what beautiful handwriting each and every one of them have. They were very eager to shake hands and get themselves photographed with us. When we distributed chocolates to them, they very politely stood up once again and said "thank-you".  It is really commendable the way your teachers have inculcated not only basic education but also good manners in them. Hats off to the entire team! We then handed over a cash amount of Rs.10,000/- to Mr.Chandrashekhar and left the school with a heavy heart. 

Regards, 
Dr. Priya Mahatme 


Ms. Vijaykumari also showed us how proud she was of all the students. She said that all the students who took the 10th grade examination passed and were looking forward to work opportunities that would be guided by the school.  They take the examination at the government test center and due to their disability they are given extra time and are exempt from the English and language sections. Some of the graduates have gotten jobs in tailoring, construction, wood work, and other industrial areas.  

During our time there, we were also able to see how the appearance and structure of the school had improved.  For example, there is now a library room for the children with more story books which have been donated to the school.   Shastri has also purchased 20 more hearing aids and more speech trainers and teaching aids.  These tools will all aid in the learning process for the children.

Working with Shastri School and the hearing impaired children has always been a rewarding experience for us.  It’s amazing what a difference every sponsorship, donation and voluntary work can make in supporting these children as they move past hardships and further their education.   We hope through your help we can continue to improve the lives of these children.   

Performing at the Independence Day Celebration








