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Following is the excerpt from SPT’s report on all activities carried out by 

them. It is a translation by Tushar from the report in Gujarati. Only a few 

major points are included from the long report. 

 

1. SPT’s mentor Shri Kantibhai passed away last year. His Spartan 

residence on SPT campus is converted to a “Smritibhavan” or a 

Memorial for all four of its founders. The design of the building is 

done pro bono by Aparnaben, mentor of Kedi, who is an Architect. 

One well wisher donated the entire expenditure of the project so 

that SPT can devote all its funds for the welfare of the tribals. 

 

 

 
 

 

2. 250 children from 43 villages stayed and studied at Pindval School. 16 

children of Pindval stayed at home and studied at SPT. Parle Trust 

helped teachers for teaching in Math and science. Share and Care 

carried out medical check up. 

 

3. A fair was organized for all local children where kids carried out 

creative and fun activities like making toys, painting etc. Two girls 

from SPT came First and second in Valsad Zilla competition on 

Gandhiji’s life and principles. 

 



 
 

 

 

4. Zero class:  Eight part time teachers have been trained and appointed 

in remote villages to tutor children due to inadequate education 

given by Government schools. 

 

5. 141 residential and 196 local children studied at Khadaki School in 

collaboration with Government school. Parle Trust conducted a 

sports camp for five days. In the cultural fair conducted by Zilla 

Education department, Khadaki students got first prize in five events. 

 

6. Khoba Center is financially supported entirely by senior central govt 

officers based at Mumbai, in their personal capacity.  Nilam Patel, a 

social worker, stays at Khoba and guides activities like education for 

children, a mahila mandal for women, home industries, agricultural 

productivity increase etc. Khoba is planning to widen the work they 

are doing. 

 

 
 



 

 

7. SPT conducted Group weddings for 80 couples.  

 

 
 

 

8. Prevention of soil erosion: SPT provides all technical and supervisory 

services in addition to giving ¼ lb of grain per cuft of earth work. 656 

farmers contributed labor for building Palas (small retaining walls on 

slopes) for 164 farmers. The palas will protect about 1400 acres of 

farms. 600,000 cuft of earth work was done. 53 tonnes of grains 

costing Rs 955,000 was given to the farmers. 140,000 Cuft of work 

was done by villagers pro bono, thus donating equivalent of Rs 

271,000. 

 

9. 150 acres of Terraced farms were prepared by farmers under SPT 

supervision and guidance. 270,000 cuft of earth work was done pro 

bono by villagers. For 442,000 cuft of further work, grains at the cost 

of Rs 1 million were given as incentive. 

 



 
 

10. Afforestation is a major initiative at SPT Khadaki. The nursery 

provided following saplings to the villagers: 16,000 Fruit trees, 10,600 

diverse jungle trees, 11600 trees for Timber, 9,400 trees for forest 

products, 1600 plants for flowers and decoration, a total of 49,500 

saplings. 

 

11.  22 new check dams were built in 11 villages.  Villagers provide the 

labor. 15,000 Man days were required for 562,000 cuft of work. 71 

Tonnes of grain costing Rs 1.3 Million was given as incentive. Average 

cost of one check dam was Rs 58,347 or $ 950. 

 

12. SPT has so far built 140 check dams. 25 check dams were repaired at 

an average cost of Rs 11,500.  

 

13.  1060 Mango tree saplings were given 118 farmers for planting 

around their homes.  

 

14. SPT is encouraging and training farmers to take the second crop. SPT 

distributed 340 KG of seeds with a subsidy of 25%. 

 

15. Pandu, a student of Sujataben, is an artist for Warli and other tribal 

paintings. SPT supported Pandu to take a course for Art teacher. He 

excelled and topped his class. Bhanshali Trust donated funds for 

running an Art center for one year at Khadaki. He is now teaching 

paintings to Khadaki students and also to other youths who have 

dropped out of school and are unemployed.  The paintings are of 

very high quality and are being sold at Khadaki. They are planning to 



open other marketing channels. We liked the paintings so much that 

we have bought two. 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

16.  Small enterprise funding is very essential for income generation in 

this very poor region. SPT gives micro loans for buying tools. In last 3 

years, SPT has distributed Rs. 175,000. 50 % of the loan is already 

repaid and balance is coming regularly as per monthly installments. 

No NPA at SPT as yet! The loans are given for a wide ranging small 

businesses like tire repair shop, sewing machines, carpentry, musical 

instruments, for growing watermelons, for a barber, Jeep repair etc. 

It is amazing how even a small amount for city elite goes a long way 

for villagers to start small businesses. 

 



17.  Hunger is still an everyday reality in many families in this poor region. 

Since its inception, SPT has distributed subsidized grains to known 

poor families in many villages. They believe that it is pointless to 

discuss education or any development activity to a person who is 

hungry. The person can think only about how to feed her children 

who are crying for food.  SPT distributed 739 Tonnes of subsidized 

grains last year.  

 

18.  Anandbhai Mazgaonkar, a trustee of SPT, has been staying at Pindval 

for several days/ month to offer guidance. Anandbhai is also actively 

engaged in ensuring that forest land is equitably allocated to Adivasis 

in implementing recent Gujarat HC order.  

 

19.  117,000 sqft of Khadi was weaved at SPT’s Khadi center. SPT 

provides looms and raw material free of cost for villagers to weave 

their Khadi. Villagers earned Rs 231,000 for their labor. 

 

20. Many prominent people have come forward to volunteer for various 

tasks that founders were doing.  

 

21. We were impressed by Dipen Patel in his late twenties, who has 

started working at SPT. He has done MSW. He has also studied and 

worked in UK for several years. He can provide leadership role for 

many years. 
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