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I visited Sahanivasa on November 5th, 2019.  I was on a visit to India on work, and was traveling from 
Bangalore.  Since I left very early in the morning, it took us only about 3 hours to get to Chittoor, without 
having to deal with too much traffic.  Although I had originally planned to spend 2 days here so as to visit 
multiple centers, due to time constraints, I could only spend 1 day. Further, it was during the time when 
Suria Rajini, the Executive Director, was out of town. Her husband Mr. Chennaiah, also the founder of Saha 
Nivasa, met me and took me around. He not only seemed well informed about the workings, but in fact 
seemed to have intimate knowledge of the staff, students and the workings of the centers.  Since the schools 
that Saha Nivasa covers span a large area, even with 2 days, I doubt I would have been able to visit all of 
them. To maximize my time, and allow me to get an understanding of the breadth of the work that Asha 
supports, and the impact on the community, he took me to 3 centers - one providing support for elementary 
school children, one for middle school children, and one for high school children.  Before visiting Chittor, my 
understanding of this project support was that these were essentially before and / or after school tuition 
centers.  Visiting the centers I realized that although this was technically the case, it was more than that. 

Mr. Chennaiah first took me to a middle school, then we went to a high school, and finally an elementary 
school.  Unfortunately, I did not make a note of the names of the schools / mandals and was relying on my 
memory.  In the course of a hectic visit with work commitments, socializing and this site visit, details seem to 
have slipped away.  Mr. Chennaiah did make a point of mentioning he was taking me to visit different centers 
than what previous Asha volunteers had visited in the recent past.  This again brought to my attention the 
fact that this project covers a large area. Not being engaged in Asha activities, and not being involved in 
formal education (other than my own decades ago), I approached this site visit (requested by my wife) as a 
curious tourist, and the following are my impressions along with some pictures. 



 

The staff who run the centers seem very committed - they seemed to know their students very well and 
seemed to meet the needs of the students where they were, rather than giving rote instruction or spoon 
feeding answers.  Clearly they are very well liked, not only by the students, but also the school staff! One 
would think they would be considered adversaries, but it sounded like they tag team, and the kids benefit.  

 



 

One of the most repeated refrain, particularly in the middle and high school was - they needed to be paid 
more! This is probably a factor in staff retention, but not having any idea about what they were paid, or what 
was reasonable, I just offered to report this back. Mr. Chennaiah also refrained from engaging in this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The children too seemed very engaged. They were vying for attention, and eager to answer random 
questions aimed at showing their smarts, their reading abilities, etc. 

 

Apparently Asha had recently facilitated libraries, or added more books to their libraries. At all 3 centers, a 
point was made of showing the libraries / books, and the benefits of this.  Children were eager to recount the 
numbers of books they had read. There were Telugu books, English and some in both languages.  

 



 

A lot of children volunteered to show off their English reading skills. I am sure they were disappointed since 
we had time for only two.  One of the girls read very well, whereas the other was clearly just forming the 
words. It didn't seem like she understood what she was reading. I asked Mr. Chennaiah and the staff about 
this later as I did not want the child to feel I was putting her down. The teacher said the children in fact know 
what they are reading because they have read it before and have been told what it is about, but they are now 
working on their English and reading skills, and seemed to suggest this was a means of improving their 
English.  Apparently in the past few years, English knowledge, minimally the ability to speak and read seems 
to have become very important and coveted.  

At the high school that we visited, the library was under construction, but the books were still clearly the 
pride of the teachers and students.  



 



 

They showed us a science experiment in the works - one of the boys described it as the ability to harness 
energy from sunlight and tin foil.  Since this was in a mixture of telugu and english, I am not sure I 
understood all that was said, but my overall impression was that at least this particular science teacher made 
the subject very engaging, most of the students seemed very interested in the subject since it was not just the 
boy who was talking, but a lot of the other kids in the room who kept adding to the discussion, and overall, 
there was significant enthusiasm in the room.  

 



 

Since we were visiting only a few of the centers, Mr. Chennaiah had requested staff from some of the nearby 
centers to join us. We had lunch at the high school, and then proceeded to the elementary school.  



 

The children at the elementary school, being younger, unabashedly showed their curiosity about me and 
eager to make themselves known to me! Unfortunately my ability to engage with them was very limited since 
I don't know any telugu. I was happy to see this did not diminish their enthusiasm. As in the other 2 centers, 
they showed us the library, there was an impromptu question and answer session, almost entirely in Telugu, 
except for the asides to translate for my benefit. Many of the staff at this level were also mostly only Telugu 



speakers. The question that drew almost all the hands to rise were, "what do you want to become when you 

grow up?".   



 

The most common responses were doctor and engineer, followed by police!  Considering many of these 
children come from farming communities, I thought it was interesting that none of them mentioned farmer. 
Considering the joy and satisfaction we derive from our own vegetable garden, I can't help but wonder if we 
aren't doing a disservice to the younger generation with the emphasis on English and doctor / engineer.  I 
also found it interesting that doctor & engineer, careers that my generation aspired to, was still reigning as 
the top choice of careers amongst these youngsters. 

Apart from the education centers, Saha Nivasa is also involved in other community activities, which is where 
Mr. Chennaiah is mostly engaged.  



 

I was struck by Mr. Chennaiah's reach within the community, how well he knew the staff at the education 
centers as well as the children. It seemed clear to me that he genuinely cared about their wellbeing. Also, 
both Mr. Chennaiah and Ms. Suria are clearly well regarded by the people in the community. I learnt also that 
apart from operating as tuition centers to provide remedial education support, the staff here proactively 
engage in extra-curricular activities to enhance the children's understanding of academic subjects, as well as 
build character and leadership. They are quite innovative in using and reusing, or re-purposing resources to 
develop study aids, and games. 

Overall, it was inspiring to see the enthusiasm of the students, and the commitment of the staff. 

 


