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Schools finally started in the beginning of September 2021 in Chittoor district, where Sahanivasa serves. 

A virtual site visit was done on September 19, 2021, to get a sense of expectations and challenges 

ahead. The visit was done over ZOOM. Although it was recorded, unfortunately, due to technical issues, 

the recording could not be saved and is not available. This report serves as the site visit.  Much of the 

conversation was in Telugu, so this report would anyway be relied upon for the information. 

Attendees:  

Asha Boston – Melli Annamalai, Maulik Nagri, Sadhana Kyathappala 

Sahanivasa - Ms. Suria Rajani, Mr. Chennaiah Poguru, Maniharan – education coordinator, 

Chandra Babu – NR Peta HS Science Teacher, Ludina NR Peta HS English Teacher, Arvind B, 

Manimala Kurchivedu, Jyothi, Latha, Somashekhar, Baby, and others who joined for brief 

periods. 

The call was held at 11:30pm US Eastern time to be able to see some of the classrooms in action, along 

with being able to speak with more of the staff, and attempt to mimic an actual visit.   

 



Zoom (or any other medium) in areas where connectivity i s spotty, and many of the members are not 

comfortable with the technology does not make for a comprehensive virtual visit. The intent here was 

mainly to get a sense of plans for the current year, what they have observed amongst the students  thus 

far, expectations amongst both the students and the staff, as well as challenges, and plans to address 

them. 

It was heartening to see a large number of the staff in attendance. In the course of the meeting, a 

couple of the principal / head master / mistress of the school also joined the call. Towards the end, we 

also saw a couple of the class rooms in session. 

 

The main takeaways are: 

School shutdown as part of the lockdown has been a blow to the children of this community.  

Governments’ decision to automatically pass and promote everyone diminishes the need to attend 

school, in the parents’ eye. 

The teachers are noticing a marked deficit amongst the students’ ability to pick up from where they had 

left off, never mind getting on track with current curricula. 

They notice a general lack of interest in many of the students, as well as many parents, and also many of 

the older students seem to lack motivation. 

The late start to the school year results in a shortened school year, so the government has also reduced 

the curriculum for the year. 

As part of the continued safety protocols, some schools have adopted the policy of having only girls 

attend one day and boys the next. This reduces the already shortened school year further. 

Challenges facing them are getting the kids back to where the current curricula is within their grasp. One 

of the school principals suggested having the Sahanivasa teachers working alongside the government 

teachers in the class room during class. In other words, allow for higher individualized attenti on. While 

this makes sense, it is hardly fair to ask them to give up their day job and assist the government 

teachers. 

Another challenge is spurring parents and students to stick with school, i.e., ensure kids don’t dropout of 

schools so that they can help parents make up the family income. 

The focus this year will be following up on progress amongst the children, ensuring no dropouts, and 

building back the importance of education within the community.  

 

 


