
Mr. Chennaiah’s visit to Boston, June 2nd, 2018 

The Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung—New York Office and the Murphy Institute of the City University of New 

York, invited Mr Chennaiah to the annual retreat of Trade Unions for Energy Democracy (TUED) on May 

30 – June 1, 2018, in Pocantico, New York, preceded by a one-day conference in New York City on May 

29, 2018.  AID, and Asha were able to benefit from this visit by inviting him to Boston on June 2nd & 3rd, 

2018.  A number of Asha Boston volunteers attended the talk, which was well attended by a number of 

other folks as well. The talk was followed by further informal talks with Asha volunteers about the 

challenges and how Sahanivasa was addressing the issues of education amongst the population served 

by Sahanivasa.  Finally, Melli, Mamta & Sadhana spent time discussing the specifics of Sahanivasa with 

Mr Chennaiah.   

While in earlier years, the challenge was in convincing folks about the importance of education and 

ensuring there were no dropouts, the challenge in more recent years is combating the lure of private 

schools, English instruction, and ensuring the rural poor still had access to the government schools.  We 

are anticipating having to deal with supporting children who are now aspiring towards engineering, and 

other professional courses after their 10th grade, much of which requires passing an entrance exam, or 

in general, being prepared for these professional courses after passing their 10th grade exams.  The pass 

percentage among Sahanivasa children this past year surpassed that of even private schools in Andhra 

Pradesh!, but we need to help prepare these children fulfill their ambitions. Towards this end we 

discussed options to mentor and guide them during their high school years, and how we could go about 

such support services.  Another topic is the issue of English fluency – in an area where even the teachers 

are not fluent, how do we accopmplish this. We believe books, fun, engaging and informative, would be 

immensely helpful. During my site visit last year, I had noticed children reciting English poems and songs 

with great enthusiasm – a testament to the books we had given them in the past. By the same token, 

there was another school where the books we had given were in pristine condition and accordingly, the 

children there struggled to read the books. So we discussed ways in which we could encourage reading 

amongst the students, and training some of the teachers at each school to ensure increased 

extracurricular reading amongst the children.  The funds we collected through the WAH campaign 

should be helpful as we get this effort going.  We also discussed tracking library usage separately, and 

trying to quantify benefit amongst the children. 

Here is a brief write-up of the talk that Mr. Chennaiah gave: 

Agrarian Reform and Social Security in India: Challenges and Prospects 
 
A Talk by Chennaiah Poguri 
 
Saturday June 2nd | 2 PM | MIT 4-153 
 
77 Mass Ave Cambridge 
 
www.facebook.com/events/581296728914596 
 
Chennaiah Poguri is National Secretary of the Andhra Pradesh Agricultural Laborers and Informal Sector 
Workers Union (APVVU) a large trade union federation in South India. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/events/581296728914596


Mr. Poguri has been active in organizing and advocacy for social security provisions of informal workers 
and is the Honorary President of the National Center for Labour, an apex body of unorganized workers 
in India. He also serves as a member of the National Advisory Group of the National Alliance of People's 
Movements. He has been involved in alliance formation of international peasant movements and is 
currently the Chair Person of the Asian Peasant Coalition.  
 
 APVVU is a federation of 428 mandal level trade unions of rural informal workers particularly from 
agriculture, fishing, forest; rural artisans, sharecroppers, marginal farmers, construction workers & 
shepherds. The unions are spread over in 14 districts of Andhra & Telangana states. It has membership 
of 592,850 & 56% is drawn from the women agricultural workers. Majority of rural workers come from 
the background of Dalits and Adivasis, the union has developed unique way to work from caste, class, 
gender and ecological justice perspectives. www.apvvu.org  
 
The talk will provide a history of land reform in pre and post independence India, work of APVVU in 
challenging semi-fuedal agrarian relationships in South India, and discuss the current juncture of 
agrarian change and challenges and movements of agrarian/informal/precarious workers who make up 
93% of the Indian workforce.  
 
Supporting organizations: 
ASHA for Education Boston 
Association for India's Development Boston-MIT 
Alliance for a Secular and Democratic South Asia 
Encuentro5 and Mass Global Action 
 

 

http://www.apvvu.org/

