Site Visit to Prasanna Jyoti - 24th December 2005

----------------------------------------------------------------

Met Sundari Mami and the children at PJ. There are 20 girls staying there from the ages of 3-20. All the children gathered and they sang some bhajans.  I was then given a tour of the house by Deepika, Usha and Asha. Initially all the kids had been shy and quiet but now everybody was running around, playing and enjoying themselves. 

There is a large room on the ground floor where the little kids sleep. There is a similar room for the older kids on the first floor. They put out mats at night and sleep there. There is a small room which serves as the library and also has a computer. There was also a television there and they watched tv on weekends. They did not have cable-tv and watched Kannada movies on Doordarshan. In the library they had the complete Britannica Encyclopedia. There were other books for pleasurereading in English and Kannada. As we entered the library a bunch of kids join us in the library. All the kids were really enthusiastic about reading and they said that they really loved reading. While speaking to the kids they said that they would love to read Harry Potter and Lord of the Rings.I saw a little girl take up a book and start reading. Later when I met her down again, I found that she was reading stories from the Panchatantra (in Kannada). 

There was also a guest room. We then went to the terrace and there were some old rusted bicycles sitting there, which belonged to the previous residents of PJ. Then Asha and Deepika pointed out the lake next to the house. The house stands next to a lake and during the recent rains (in November) the lake level rose to an extent that the ground floor was completely flooded. There was no difference between the house and the lake. The children were moved to Sundari mami's and Rathna's place. They even ended up celebrating Diwali there. 

There is a small kitchen garden outside and they have a small mango tree. The children said they enjoyed working in the garden but after the flooding most of the plants died. There is also a gardener who stays on the premises with his family. 

Then I spent most of the time playing with the children. Most of them were very highly amused that though I had grown up in Bangalore, I could barely utter a few words in Kannada. They took it as their mission to give me a crash course in Kannada but I guess I was not a very good pupil. I tried reading from the Panchatantra book and before I could decipher the letters to read a word, the little girl who had the book had finished reading several sentences. The kids found this whole exercise very entertaining, and said that the next time I came to visit, they would definitely teach me Kannada. 

· Sundari Mami spends the day there from around 12 to 7 daily. There were a couple of other ladies along with her but I have forgotten their names. There is one lady who stays at the house who is the warden and she is helped by one more person who helps in the cooking. The elder girls also help in the cooking (not sure how often). 

· The little kids go to a school nearby (2-3 kms away) and they have hired a van to take the kids to school and back. The elder children use bus/cycles. They all come home early in the evening and are not allowed to go out after that. 

· Initially everybody was very shy and very quiet, especially the younger kids. The kids spoke English and Kannada, but they were more comfortable with Kannada. 

This was some information I got from the elder girls - 

· Kusuma - doing her second year in BE Electronics. Wants to do a job after she is done with her degree. ( Kusuma is allowed to work late at night, and sometimes come home late because of lab classes/experiements)

· Asha - 10th Standard. Wants to probably do hotel management or secretarial course

· Deepika - doing a year long diploma in a secretarial course. After this there is another course for another three years. 

· Usha - doing her 12th standard with PCMB. May not do her CET. Wants to do nursing after this. 

· Another girl was working in a call center and I did not get a chance to meet her. 

