[bookmark: _Hlk211617063]This document outlines the support that we are requesting from Asha for Education. It describes how the support from Asha for Education will fill in a critical gap in the ongoing Samavesh program and strengthen its reach as well as quality.

Support requested from Asha for Education by Samavesh, Bhopal for setting up - 
Samavesh- Science Activity Centre


Executive Summary
We have requested support from Asha for Education to set up a ‘Science Activity Centre’ in Bhopal, which will serve as a capacity building platform for the 400 youth volunteers (Chote Ustad and Chote Guruji) and our field supervisors, who help to run the 40 Activity and Learning Centres in poor Bastis and slums to reach over 3600 children. At present we do not have any training and workplace facility and have to use school classrooms or rented spaces, that are not suitably equipped for science activities and trainings. 

Past Efforts: In the past ten years, we had set up two ‘Science Lab and Design Centres’ at two Government High School premises, which were modestly but well equipped to provide a range of practical science and technical workshop facilities. These were very popular with students, both boys and girls, who did science experiments or designed and implemented their own science projects. However, these spaces were soon taken back by the schools for their own needs. It is with this experience, that we wish to set up a Science Activity Centre, that is suitably equipped for our capacity building purposes to function on a continued and long term basis.

An amount of Rs 15.43 lacs (Rupees fifteen lacs and 43 thousand only) is being requested from Asha to establish this ‘Science Activity Centre’ at Bhopal. A detailed break-down of the budget and the proposed design of the Centre is provided by a senior architect (see end of this document).

Background to the Proposal to Asha for a ‘Science Activity Centre’
Our support to primary school students is based on 40 Activity and Learning Centres (ALC) functioning with the support of youth volunteers (called Chote Guruji) and mother groups. In addition, we work with 15 Primary Schools, where academically weak children in the primary classes are identified and supported. 

In this proposal to Asha for Education, our focus is on students of middle and high school, who exhibit a high dropout rate in the 9th and 10th classes, due to the challenges they face in studies especially because of their academically weak background in science and maths.

While working with 400 middle and high school students, who support the ALCs as Chote Gurujis we have identified the critical gaps and challenges in their academic progress as follows: 

· Very few students from economically weaker communities opt for science and maths after class 10th.
· When students join class 9th after completing middle school, they face enormous challenges.  The main challenge at this point is in the study of science and maths, which are compulsory subjects in 9th and 10th. Because of their weak academic background, many students find these subjects so difficult that they end up dropping out. The officially declared dropout rate in classes 9th and 10th is 23%, which is itself phenomenally high. The actual rate in many schools may be even higher.
· The weakness of students in maths and science builds up due to poor teaching all along primary school and then at the middle school level. Students are promoted relatively easily up to class 8th, and serious exams and evaluation begins in class 9th, when many students face severe problems.
· Keeping this problem in mind, we have initiated a program at the Middle and High School level to make teaching and learning of science and maths interesting and effective. This is done through exposure to simple science activities and experiments, which are fun to begin with, and also raise curiosity in the student’s mind. 
· This is followed at the next stage by motivating students to set up small science clubs and take up simple science projects, where students learn science by doing and are guided to discuss and understand what they do. Along with this focus on science, students are supported in learning maths, especially through solving problems and understanding basic concepts involved. This approach is planned to help them to develop confidence and self-learning skills to cope with the school curricula.
· The objective of focussing on science and maths is to prevent drop out at the 9th and 10th class level and to increase the number of students, who will opt to study science in class 11th and 12th.

It is with this focus that we want to set up the Science Activity Centre, where our youth volunteers, from middle and high school can come and do science activities, create science toys and design and do science projects. Samavesh already has a team of three science teachers to assist with this.

The Science Activity Centre, shall have the following facilities:

1. Facilities and equipment for carrying out the science experiments for classes 6th to 10th.
2. Basic workshop facilities and tools to do science project work, including electronic circuitry and design.
3. Basic Computer facilities, with 20 terminals to support computer literacy. 

The requested budget for construction of the Science Activity Centre is Rs 15.43 lacs (Rupees fifteen lacs and 43 thousand only). 
Details of this budget and design of the proposed centre are provided at the end of this document.

Samavesh Contribution: The other expenses for this centre such as person power cost (presently Rs.8,40,000/- per annum) and equipment costs, including setting up equipment (Rs.5,00,000.00) plus running costs of consumables will be met from our existing project supported by Azim Premji Foundation.





Budget for constructing the Science Activity Center
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Proposed Science Training and Makers Centre for 27/06/2025
Samavesh, Durga Vihar,

Phase-Il Bhopal.

S no.

Particulars of Items
Excavation in Ordinary soil upto a
depth of 120" For footings

Providing and filling in plinth with
approved quality murrum in layer 15
1020 em. Including watering upto
optimum  moisture content
compacting etc complete.
Providing & laying in position
machine mixed & vibrated plain
cement concrete in floor and below
footings in 1:4:8 .

Providing and laying in_position
machine mixed and vibrated plain
cement concrete for all types of
reinforced cement conerete structural
elements (foundations, floor slab, floor
plinth beams,columns beams, slabs,
lintels,chajjas, folded plates, weather
shed,  staircase, overhead  and
underground water tanks) in any
shapeas per siructural design and as
directed using 20mm. and down
graded hard aggregate  including
necessary lead and Iift as specified
including  curing,  shuttering in
volumetric  proportion  1:1.5:3
conforming to M20 7

Providing and placing in  position
steel reinforcement for R.C.C.
structures as per design including
handling . cutting, bending binding,
with 18 gauge wire, welding if
Diecessary et¢ complete

Unit  Quantity Rate
Cum |78.00 240.00
Cum 3500 80000
Cum [1.25 © R4,80000
Cum 400 2630000
TONS 13.00 28500000

Amount
33,12000

%28,000.00

%6,000.00

32520000

¥2,55,000.00





image2.png
=

10

Providing and constructing _brick
masonry with Ghol bricks in cement

mortar  1:6including  scaffolding

raking out joints, curing etc

complete. S el

200 mm th.brick masonary Cum
i Sqm

Providing and fixing in position Sqm _
Aluminium. frames with Aluminium
window panes as per design fixed in
position including hinges , door,

stopper etc complete.

Providing and fixing in place both Sqm

side laminated flush doors incliding

all accessories and ahrdware
Providing and  applying cement Sq.m
plaster(internal) in cement mortar 1:5|
to all surfaces including scaffolding,

_curing etc complete.

Providing and ~applying cement Sq.m
plaster(external) in cement mortar 1:5

o all surfaces including scaffolding,
curing etc complete.
Providing and applying cement based Sq.m

o any other paint on outer surfaces
Proy

 Providing and laying 150mm thick Sqm

Trimix flooring.
Providing and fixing glazed tiles on|Sq.m
wall of approved quality over 12mm
ihick cement plster including flling
oints, curing ete complete.

ing and applying washable Sq.m

35.00

X ~ R750000
18

%5,000.00

12000 ©6,000.00
1000 2750000
6000 x20000
6000 z25000

-~ 160.00 25000
16000 123,00000
6000 2100000
10.00 Rssoo

| R2,62,500.00

29000000
21,20,000.00

75,000.00

%12,000.00

215,000.00

1215,000.00

11,80,000.00
%60,000.00

2538000

aALIT
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Providing and fixing _Galvalume|Sq.m

Sheets including serews washers etc.
Supplying fabricating and erecting
position ~ structural  steel  trusses
pulins,  Galvalume sheets
erc.complete.

SUBTOAL

Add 20% for sanitary and eletrical
services.

'Add for Under Ground Water Tank

Add for Compound Wall
TOTAL

Say Fifteen Lacs forty Three
' Thousand and Forty only

TONS 0.50

2600.00

%94,000.00

¥45,000.00

¥47,000.00

X 12,44,200.00
1%2,48,840.00

1225,000.00

1225,000.00
2 15,43,040.00





