
Project: Samavesh
Site Visit Report 2025             
Dates: January 5 to January 7, 2025 
Supporting Chapter: Dallas, TX
Type of project: Supplemental educational activities for children from urban slums, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh  
Site Visit Conducted by:   NIDHI MEHROTRA (Asha Volunteer & Project Steward) 
Type of visit: While visiting Anwar Jafri (Director, Samavesh), I accompanied Anwar and his wife Anjali on 4 site visits – three of these site visits were with children being served by Samavesh (Baaskhedi Sahyog Centre, Babanagar Masti ke pal Centre, and Damakheda Little Star Centre), and one site visit was with mothers (Gehukheda Pahal Centre), who are also an essential part of Samavesh’s strategy to reduce dropout rates and empower the communities it serves. 
As can be seen from the photographs, all the site visits (unfortunately, I do not have any photographs of the site visit with the mothers) revealed a high level of engagement and it was truly exciting to be there. The children seemed excited to have an opportunity to demonstrate their skills and talk about their dreams and aspirations (one wanted to join NASA). I was especially touched by how articulate the children were and how they took ownership of the centers they were taking care of. Every site had a significant number of girls as well. I learnt that it was the trust Samavesh had built over time that allowed the families to allow their daughters to attend these centers and participate in the activities organized by Samavesh. I also learnt that every center has a name given by the children themselves!   
Since these visits were not done as an organized site visit (I had decided to go along with Anwar and Anjali since I was visiting them in Bhopal, and after learning about this project, I was keen to see for myself what happened in these centers), I forgot to take pictures of the meeting I attended with the mothers of the students who are served by Samavesh. I was truly amazed by how well-attended the mothers’ meeting was. Somehow, dozens of women had taken out time out of their busy schedule to attend this meeting organized by Samavesh to understand how they could help their children succeed in school. In addition to actively creating educational material for their children (under the guidance of Samavesh), they also took this opportunity to talk about their own needs related to livelihood and health. I learnt that Samavesh tries to bring health professionals and information related to gaining livelihoods whenever possible.  
*********************************************************************


Note: All of these pictures are from my site visits.
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