
Asha Kaithi Site Visit Report 
 
Location: Bhandahan Kalan village, Kaithi Tehsil, Varanasi District, Uttar Pradesh 
Date: 24th December 2021 
Visitor: Akshay Bhole, akshay.bhole@gmail.com, Asha Boston. 
 
 
Context: 
December 2021 was the period of rising COVID cases in India attributed to the omicron variant 
and there was a serious shadow of doubt on whether the schools which had just been allowed 
to open in October would be shut down again.  The day of my visit there was a vaccination camp 
organized at the Asha office. Asha Kaithi had also been campaigning for Right To Health, 
something that would be along the lines of Right to Education. With heightened health awareness 
during the pandemic this was good timing to mobilize support for that goal.  
 
The primary income generating activity in this region is agriculture with the area situated in the 
fertile Ganga River watershed. There’s a good network of canals that brings water to 
communities situated away from the river. Another highly visible is the presence of many brick-
kilns that dot the landscape. A large migrant labor workforce is employed in the brick-kilns and 
the laborers are primarily from outside the state. 
 
 
Introduction: 
Asha Kaithi is located in the village of Bhandahan Kalan near the town of Kaithi, just outside of 
Varnasi city. https://goo.gl/maps/Tb995zWJcVKkj1Hv5 
 

 
Pic 1 – Registered office of Asha Trust, Kaithi, Varanasi District 

 



Asha Kaithi is primarily an administrative and registered office of Asha Trust in India. It is located 
next to the house of Vallabhacharya Pandey (Vallabh bhai as he’s known to most Asha volunteers)  
- the Secretary of Asha Trust and an Asha for Education Fellow. The Asha Trust office consists of 
few rooms that contain paperwork Asha Trust deals with, and the rooms also double up for other 
purposes like counseling sessions, teacher training, awareness campaigns and as I happened to 
see on the day of my visit – a COVID-19 vaccination camp center.  
 



 

 
Pic 2-6 – Pictures of various banners, flyers of health-related campaigning by Asha Trust 



Bal Pustakalay 
 
Asha Kaithi through the guidance of Vallabh bhai has also been running a library initiative which 
has grown to support 15 libraries across 5 districts in UP. The libraries primarily cater to young 
primary school aged children. Here’s a breakdown of locations and number of libraries.  
 
Varanasi – 9 
Mirzapur – 2 
Chandauli – 1 
Kanpur – 2 
Lucknow – 1 
 
Educating Migrant Children 
 
A more recent initiative from Asha Kaithi has been to gather and organize classes to impart 
education to children of the migrant labor that works on brick kilns in the area.The migrants 
predominantly come from neighboring states of MP or Jharkhand, but some may also be from 
relatively far Chhattisgarh.  
 
Most migrant labor stays on or around the brick-kilns where they are employed. These are 
generally situated away from villages where access to formal govt schools is not easy due to the 
commute distance, unfamiliarity with the area and the parents’ temporary nature of the work 
(most migrant labor stays in the area for an average of 6 months). As a result, almost all children 
who stay on brick kilns are not enrolled or do not attend schools. Most of them spend time 
wandering or playing while their parents’ work. In some cases, the older age children (teenagers) 
are also employed at the brick kilns.  
 
To organize such classes on the brick kilns many things need to come together least of which 
are 

- Need motivated teachers who are willing to travel to remote areas where brick kilns are 
located 

- Need permission from the brick kiln business owner. Some business owners are 
reluctant to grant permission since once a non-profit like Asha steps in they fear 
inspections from authorities for cases of child labor 

- Willingness of migrant worker parents to allow the children to study 
- Education & Study Materials are needed since these children practically have nothing 

 
I happened to visit one such brick kiln in the area where a small group of children of ages 4-15 
were gathered and were given some books, educational toys, and alphabet to learn from. There 
were two teachers present on site to impart the teaching.  
 
 



 
Pic 7-8 – Educating children of migrant workers on a brick-kiln 


