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COVID Relief effort update 
The daily wage workers have been heavily affected by the lockdown declared by the 
government of India against the threat of COVID-19. The Irulas are a scheduled caste tribe 
of over 25,000 spread across Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Majority of the Irulas are daily wage 
workers and their primary occupation includes fishing and they are also laborers at nearby 
farms, and/or construction sites. With the lockdown, they have lost their jobs. Many of 
them don’t have access to ration cards and therefore, do not have access to government 
aid that is being handed out. 

Siddamma, a lifelong social worker and activist has worked tirelessly for the upliftment of 
the Irulas. She is working with other Sarpam leaders to provide them basic amenities like 
ration card, housing and a patta (land document).  ASHA has supported several projects 
with Siddamma since 2004 and she has been a long time ASHA Fellow since 2005. 
Siddamma is coordinating efforts on the ground to distribute grains to families who are 
suffering without any food during this crisis.  

Upon Siddamma’s request, ASHA Austin sent Rs 3,62,000 to provide 10 kgs of rice for Irula 
families in 39 villages. These funds were requested for families in utmost need.  Siddamma 
distributed grains to families in Thiruvallur. She was not able to personally travel to 
villages in Cuddalore and Vellore for distribution due to lockdown restrictions. Sarpam 
Leaders in Vellore and Cuddalore coordinated this effort and were able to distribute rice 
to the families in need. There were some villages that couldn’t be accessed by car. 
Siddamma and the leaders had to walk atleast 4-5 km to be able to get to some villages. 
Also, the Tahsildar that accompanied Siddamma on many of their trips was extremely 
helpful.  He issued ration cards to quite a few families who didn’t have ration cards.    

Ongoing pain points and request for assistance 
ASHA’s timely assistance has helped several families in need and has been received with 
tremendous amount of appreciation and gratitude. However, 10 kgs of rice will get a 
family of 4 through 10 days.  There are several families in Chengalpettu that are suffering 
without food. With COVID numbers rising in Chennai, lockdown is continuing in 
surrounding areas. Siddamma is requesting additional help of Rs 400 per family for 1,000 
families. She recognizes that this maybe a stretch for us since we are helping so many 
other project partners, but she indicated that any help would prevent some families from 
going hungry.  
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Pictures from the relief work are included below.  Additional pictures have been uploaded 
to https://asha4education.smugmug.com/COVID-19-Relief-Siddamma/ 

 
Keechala Irula Village                                       Keelapoondi Irula Village  

 
Kakkalore Irula Village      

 
Venkatapuram Village  

 
Venkatapuram Village Samanthivada Village  
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Pallipattu Village 

 

 

 

 


