Progress Report: Antyodoy Anath Ashram
Overview
The primary school (KSSK) run by Antyodoy Anath Ashram (AAA) is being financially
supported by Asha for Education, Austin Chapter since 2020. Apart from school funds, AshaAustin has also supported Amphan rehabilitation efforts at AAA after the cyclone made landfall
in coastal areas of West Bengal and caused extensive damage to villages.

Education During COVID
The school location was declared as COVID hotspot in 2020 by the West Bengal Govt. However,
the students have been taken care of and are doing well. Necessary steps to prevent COVID
infection among the students were taken viz. social distancing, frequent hand washing etc. The
school was closed on March 23, 2020, immediately after the national lockdown was declared. The
school run by AAA for primary school students is currently unable to function in its usual form
due to COVID restrictions. Hence, online classes are being conducted.

KSSK school is not operating in its usual form due to COVID restrictions. Students instead
are taking online classes at AAA, as seen in the pictures above.
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Some More Pictures

Students of AAA studying through online classes.

Examination and Yoga

In the pictures above, students can be seen taking exams and performing yoga.
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Vocational Training Program at AAA for Ashram Inmates and Paunsi Community Members
AAA has a major responsibility in making Ashram students self-reliant financially and otherwise,
such that they become established as adults. The task is a huge challenge since there are not many
employment opportunities available in the surrounding community. Apart from Ashram
students, community members also need skill training for employment purposes. AAA is
situated in Paunsi village which has over 22,000 inhabitants. Most of the community members
belong to SC/ST category, depend on agriculture for their livelihood and are poor. Average
monthly income range is within ₹ 3,000 to ₹ 5,000. Lack of good institutes that impart quality
training to unskilled people in the nearby community necessitated the requirement for initiating
vocational training courses at AAA. Antyodoy Ashram would like to train 180 underprivileged
people (both orphans and community members included) per year in trades like computer,
tailoring and agriculture (mushroom cultivation): Tailoring – 90 students (3 batch, 30 students
each), Mushroom Cultivation: 30 students (1 batch), Computer (Domestic Data Entry Operator)
– 60 students (2 batches, 30 students each). At present the Ashram is conducting the training with
its own funds.
Not only are the students and Ashram inmates who need help with livelihood training and
employment opportunities, the COVID pandemic has made income generation difficult
especially for migrant laborers from Paunsi community. Several of the inhabitants who had
migrated to other states in India for employment have returned during COVID and are unemployed, struggling to make ends meet. There is an urgent need to help them survive the
difficult circumstances.

Existing Program on Vocational Training
As mentioned earlier, currently AAA is running the vocational program with its own funds. The
courses that are operational are as follows: tailoring – taught in 3 batches per day, 9 am to 5 pm
(except Sunday); computer – taught in batches, trainees learn basic computer operations like data
entry, typing and drawing; handicrafts – taught in batches, trainees learn jute and hay work,
making phenyl, soap, candles, pickles, incense sticks etc.

Profiles of Trainers at AAA
Currently, there are four trainers at the Ashram, conducting training programs on various trades.
Supriya Rani Das (28)
Supriya is working as the tailoring teacher at AAA since 2020. She
currently teaches 3 batches of students at the Ashram. As part of
the training she trains students on stitching of kurta, salwar,
petticoat, kamij etc, with special emphasis on color. She herself
undertook a diploma course on Fashion Designing of 2 years
duration at Netaji Subhash Open University in Panshkura.
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Deep Kumar Jana (24)
Deep is working as the computer trainer at AAA since 2018. He
trains students on basic computer operations with softwares like
word, excel powerpoint etc. At present he teaches around 160
students. He himself did BCA course from Kanthi college under
Vidyasagar University. Her prior experience in teaching includes a
2 year stint at National Youth Technical Training Institute as
computer teacher.
Sanjib Das (34)
Sanjib is working as the trainer for Agriculture at AAA since 2019.
Students undergo training under his supervision on mushroom
cultivation and other agricultural practices. He himself did B.Sc.
(Botany Hons.) course from Vidyasagar University in 2009. After
his formal education, he pursued mushroom cultivation from
Bathanberia Srinibash Vidyamandir under West Bengal Council of
Technical and Vocational Education & Skill Development.

Kanika Adhikary (50)
Kanika is working at AAA since 2021 as the trainer for
Handicrafts/Food Processing/Cosmetics. She trains students on
handicraft items made of hay, jute etc. Food product processing
such as pickles, bori etc. are also taught. Hands-on training on
preparation procedures for soaps, phenyl, incense sticks, fabric are
conducted. She has passed Madhyamik examination and took
special interest in learning these techniques from various trainers.

Income Demographics
AAA is located inside village Paunsi in the district of Purba Medinipur, state of West Bengal.
According to the 2011 census Purba Medinipur district has a population of 5,095,875. This gives
it a ranking of 20th in India (out of a total of 640). The district has a population density of 1,076
inhabitants per square Kilometre (2,790/sq mi). Its population growth rate over the decade
2001-2011 was 15.32%. Purba Medinipur has a sex ratio of 936 females for every 1000 males. In
2006 the Ministry of Panchayati Raj named Purba Medinipur one of the country's 250 most
backward districts (out of a total of 640). It is one of the 11 districts in West Bengal receiving
funds from the Backward Regions Grant Fund Programme (BRGF). In the picture below, Purba
Medinipur district where Paunsi is located was reported (World Bank Document, June 20, 2017)
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to have 9-20% of its population below poverty line in 2012. From the figures in this page, it is
evident that per capita income of inhabitants of Purba Medinipur is lower than that of West
Bengal and India. Mint (23 March 2015) reported 17% of people living under poverty. Given
the low per capita income and existing poverty, immediate measures need to be undertaken to
address issues of un-employment at Purba Medinipur. The current initiative undertaken by
AAA is a small step in that direction.
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Vocational Activities

In the pictures above, vocational classes and products made by trainees could be seen.
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Vocational Activities

In the pictures above, vocational classes and products made by trainees could be seen.

8

9

Profiles of Successful Trainees of the Existing Vocational Program
Taposi Bhowmik
Taposi is a housewife. Her husband is an educated jobless man. Their
family consists of men who are landless farmers. It was financially
difficult to maintain her family, which included her son and daughter
apart from other members. She undertook tailoring training at AAA.
During the Corona crisis, things went from bad to worse. She bought a
sewing machine and started making clothes for community members.
This grew into a small business and now she earns around ₹ 4,000 per
month from her tailoring activities. Their family is now in a better
situation financially.

Kajol Jana
Kajol Jana is a successful ex-trainee of the vocational training program
at AAA. She was enrolled as a trainee of the agriculture program A
housewife from the Paunsi community, her husband is a daily wage
laborer and their family consists of two sons and a daughter. It was
financially difficult to maintain her family, which included her son and
daughter apart from other members. She undertook mushroom
training at AAA. Currently, she collects leftover vegetables from
community households and converts them into organic fertilizers.
Using that she cultivates mushroom and have set up a business. From
her business she earns around ₹4,000 - ₹5,000 per month.

FCRA Bank Account Update
According to amended Section 17 of the FCRA 2020 Act, foreign contribution can be received by
an NGO through a designated “FCRA Account” opened in the SBI’s New Delhi Branch. AAA has
reported that their new account has been opened in New Delhi branch in April 2021.

Summary
The COVID situation has affected the day to day functioning of AAA. Many changes and
restrictions had to be applied to stay safe and keep Ashram children unharmed from the clutches
of the pandemic. AAA has initiated online classes for students. Some orphan girls have been
married off after taking due COVID related precautions. As of now things are safe, however AAA
is making every effort such that things don’t go haywire in the future.
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