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Introduction 

I have visited Antyodoy Anath Ashram (AAA) on October 3rd 2019. It is located on the way to 

Digha from Kolkata. The Ashrama is situated in the village of Paunsi, having picturesque 

surroundings dotted with plants and shrubs. It is an orphanage which was incepted in 1995 by 

its founder, Sri Balaram Karan. It is home to about hundred underprivileged children and 

downtrodden people who receive food, shelter and education from the Ashrama. The orphanage 

building was constructed with financial support from an NRI based in Germany, who came for a 

visit and liked the work of the founder. The building and its surroundings are maintained 

immaculately by its residents.  

 

Funding Request 

AAA runs a primary school for children. Currently, there are 350 students studying in this school. 

Students receive books and educational items free of cost from the Ashrama. Some alumni of this 

school are currently engaged in higher studies elsewhere. Most of the students in this school are 

underprivileged, and come from poor families of the surrounding village. Some of the students 

in this school are from the orphanage run by AAA, and some are from outside locality. The school 

currently has 10 teachers (6 female, 4 male) and 2 instructors for drawing/computers (both male), 

all full-timers. The school is funded by local donors. However, the authorities are finding it 

increasingly difficult to run the school as local funds are drying up. The Ashrama is looking for  
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The pictures above are of the Ashrama. About one hundred children reside here and receive food, shelter and 
education from the orphanage. Students are responsible for regular maintenance of the garden in front of the 
building.  
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external support to sustain the school activities. They are requesting funds in the following 

category: 

(i) Recurring Expenses: To pay salary/honorarium to the teachers, school bus for 

students, electricity/telephone and administrative expenses. 

(ii) Non-recurring Expenditures: Toward school teaching learning equipments like 

computers etc.  

The nearest school is Ram Mohan Vidyamandir at a distance of 1 Km from the Ashrama. It is a 

non-government school with 1-2 teachers, quality of education is poor.  

 

Location of AAA 

The Ashrama is located at village Paunsi, which is 138 Km from Kolkata. Travel time to 

Paunsi from Kolkata by car is about 3 hrs. It is situated in the Kolkata-Digha route. Travel 

by train to Paunsi is also possible.  
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Basic Demographic Indicators 

AAA is located inside village Paunsi in the district of Purba Medinipur, state of West 

Bengal. According to the 2011 census Purba Medinipur district has a population of 

5,095,875. This gives it a ranking of 20th in India (out of a total of 640). The district has a 

population density of 1,076 inhabitants per square Kilometre (2,790/sq mi). Its 

population growth rate over the decade 2001-2011 was 15.32%. Purba Medinipur has a 

sex ratio of 936 females for every 1000 males. In 2006 the Ministry of Panchayati Raj 

named Purba Medinipur one of the country's 250 most backward districts (out of a total 

of 640).  

 

 

It is one of the 11 districts in West Bengal receiving funds from the Backward Regions 

Grant Fund Programme (BRGF). In the picture above, Purba Medinipur district where 
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Paunsi is located was reported (World Bank Document, June 20, 2017) to have 9-20% of 

its population below poverty line in 2012.  

 

Awards and Accolades 

The Ashrama has won several awards since its inception for the excellent service it renders to the 

surrounding villages and to underprivileged people. TV channels viz. 24 Ghanta, Dadagiri 

(hosted by Saurav Ganguly), felicitated Sri Karan and AAA for their outstanding work. A list of 

the awards won by AAA is provided below. 

 

 

Balaram Karan: The Founder of the Ashrama 

Sri Karan is the founder of the Ashrama. Twenty five years ago, back in 1995, a good samaritan 

of Paushi village, Sri Balaram Karan, gave shelter to a hapless child of the nearby locality. 

Subsequently his relentless efforts to establish the right to basic needs viz food, shelter and 

education of orphan children and destitutes of the vicinity have culminated in today’s Antyodoy 

Anath Ashram, an orphanage per excellence, where about hundred children from the 

downtrodden stratum of the society are being brought up under the watchful eyes of the ashram 

management. He is relentless in his efforts to keep the Ashrama functioning properly. After 25 

years of hard work, he feels that it is getting harder to get donations and hopes that it will be 

Sl. 
No. 

Awarding Organization Name of Award Year Award Category 

     

1. 24 Ghanta Ananya Samman 2011 Social Upliftment 

2. 
Health And Education Development  

Association, New Delhi 

Life Time Social 

Development 
2009 Social Upliftment 

3. Rotary Club of Calcutta Conclave Mass Marriage 2018 Social Development 

4. SMILE, Tamluk, Purba Midnapur Social Development 2017 Social Development 

5. Maniktala Jalchhatra, Kolkata Do 2015 Social Development 

6. Contai Book Fair, Purba Midnapur Do 2017 Education 

7. Santipur Bandhu Sangha 
Samajbandhu 

Sammanana 
2019 Education 

8. Anandan Social Development 2008 Social Development 

9. 
Bajkool Manishi Charcha Kendra, 

Purba Medinipur 
Samajpriti Samman 2019 Education 

10. 
Manjis Sarkar Memorial Trust, 

Kolkata 

Manjis Sarkar 

Memorial Trust Award 
2015 Education 

11. 
Shalimar Chemical Works Private 

Ltd. 

Shalimar Samaj Kalyan 

Samman 
2019 Social Development 
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easier if organizations like Asha come forward with recurring financial support. Currently, he 

wants Asha to support his primary school. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sri Karan travels most of the time to different places to collect donations from friends and well 
wishers. The Ashrama is run mainly from funds collected through local donors. He also advises 
students/inmates/staff on various matters on a daily basis. 

 

Accomplished Students 

1. Rahul Manna 
 
 Rahul lost his father when he was just 2 years old. His mother is a house maid and 

faced financial difficulties to bring him up. A local teacher approached the Ashram 
and requested that he be accommodated in the Ashram as an inmate, so that he 
could pursue his studies. After his admission in the Ashrama, he worked hard and 
successfully passed Madhyamik in 2012 with 90% marks. Then after two years he 
passed his higher secondary examination with 97 % marks in Mathematics. In 2017, 
Rahul had completed his graduation in Mathematics (Honors) from Calcutta 
University. Then he joined as a teacher in a school at Kolkata. Rahul Manna was an 
inmate of Antyodoy from age 6, is presently working in a reputed Higher 
Secondary school in Kolkata as a Science teacher. 

 

 

Balaram Karan 
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2. Pratima Sou  
 

 She lost her father at an early age. Her mother was in acute financial crisis after the 
untimely demise of her husband and to make things worse, they did not get any 
financial support from other members of the family. Seeing the family in very bad 
shape, one teacher of their school advised her to seek shelter at the Ashrama. 
Hearing her predicament, Ashrama instantly accommodated her as an inmate. 
After that, Partima is fostered by the Ashrama and passed her Higher Secondary 
Exam in 2017. Then she undertook training at Asansol District Hospital for two (2) 
years in the ANM (Auxiliary and Nursing Midwifery) course. In 2019, she passed 
her Nursing course and will be joining ANM in the Heath Department very soon. 
“I am very much grateful to Antyodoy Anath Ashram. I could not achieve my goal 
ever as a Govt. Nurse without generous support from Antyodoy”, she said. 

 

3. Peu Mahapatra 
 
 Peu hailed from a very poor family of Mahiti village in Purba Medinipur. Because 

of acute poverty, her father lost his mental balance at some point of time and 
consequently, the family fell into deep distress. Finding no other way to maintain 
her family, as the last resort, her mother appealed to the Ashrama to accept her as 
an inmate. After her admission in the Ashrama, she diligently pursued education 
and passed her Higher Secondary Exam successfully. She was interested in nursing 
training, believing “Service to Man is Service to God” and took admission in the 
Behala ANM Nursing Training School under Govt. of West Bengal in 2017. She 
successfully completed her course in 2019 and right now she is waiting for her 
appointment letter to join the Govt. Hospital. 

 

4. Gopal Mandal 
 

 
 
Gopal Mandal is a destitute child, came to AAA at the age of 4, after his father left his mother and settled 
elsewhere. His mother is working as a house maid at Kolkata. He is now 23 years old and had completed 
Computer Diploma Engineering Course and joined M/S PATEL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY at 
Salt Lake City, Sector – V, Kolkata. 
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Various Activities of the Ashrama 
 
Focus areas of the orphanage include health and hygiene of children, schooling and education, 
organization of health-camps and eye-camps for the aged and ailing persons of the locality, 
mass marriage programs for the economically backward people, assistance during natural 
calamities, distribution of free books/clothing to the needy, higher education support to 
meritorious but poor students, eradication of illiteracy in the community, celebration of 
festivals.  

 
In 2019 AAA has been selected by The Women & Child Development and Social Welfare 
Department, Government of West Bengal and granted registration on 28.12.17 as a Child Care 
Institution named Snehachhaya in Paunsi, Purba Medinipur, for running a children’s home for 
50 girls. Subsequent to that, Antyodoy Anath Ashram was granted renewal of registration on 
29.03.19 valid till 25.06.2023. Till date, 159 girls were taken care of by AAA, out of which 104 
have been successfully rehabilitated at their respective places after counselling as well as other 
supportive measures. 
 
 

 
 
 
Details about Students and Ashrama Inmates  
 
I have visited the Ashrama during the Durga Puja vacations. The school was not operational at 
that time, so I could not get to see the school in functional form. However, I had met a lot of 

Students and Artwork 
 
   

   

The Ashrama students/inmates are excellent in their art and craftwork. Some of the work that they have done can 
be seen here. They can prepare wall magazines and newarticles. 
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students and Ashrama inmates during my visit and had a very good impression about their 
extra-curricular activities. During my visit, students enthusiastically showed me the wall 
magazine they were painting as part of Durga Puja celebrations. They also are very good in 
crafts, in stitching clothes, and beads/jewelry work.  

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

Students and Craftwork 
 
   

   

The Ashrama students/inmates are excellent in their art and craftwork. Some of the work that 
they have done can be seen here. A few inmates are seen posing with their work. They can tailor 
clothes, prepare wall décor and hangings.  
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The art-work that these inmates did were of high quality. Some of the girls posed with their 

handicrafts made out of beads and threads, which were very nice. From the Ashrama endeavors, 

it seemed that the authorities heavily encouraged handicrafts, drawing, dance and sport activities 

by students/inmates.  

 

Conclusions 

Antyodoy Anath Ashrama has been built over many years through hard work. What is striking 

about the initiative is the cleanliness, motivation and dedication that are visible to anyone who 

would visit the Ashrama. Lots of people are always busy in maintenance of the premises. 

Students/inmates seemed happy and were engaged in various kind of activities like dance 

practice, handicrafts, painting during my visit on account of upcoming Durga Puja celebrations. 

AAA is doing very important work in creating hope and happiness among orphans and destitute 

people and needs support of organizations like Asha. I recommend this project for financial 

assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


