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I visited Chillati village of Melghat which is base for Maitri Shaala on November 3 and 4, 2018. 
 
Melghat is very remote tribal region of Maharashtra situated near Madhya Pradesh border. It 
comprises of 300+ villages and most of them are in and around Melghat Tiger Reserve. The 
primary population of Melghat is Korku tribes. Korkus have  little contact with the outside world 
with their own language, customs and traditions. They understand very little Marthi and Hindi 
languages spoken in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. Literacy rate in adults is very low.  
 
Maitri (Melghat Mitra)  started its work in Melghat mainly for the malnourished children. Soon 
realized that the health issue is integrated with lack of resources and lack of education which 
results into limited opportunities which ultimately leads to poverty. They decided to take a 
holistic approach and Maitri Shaala which is education project was started. Maitri Shaala has 
been working in the north eastern region of Melghat for last 8 years. 
 
Maitri Shaala runs activity based learning for tribal children. It works on the principle of active 
participation from the tribal community. There are three key elements, non local project 
coordinators from Pune, local tribal “Coordinators” and local tribal “Executors or Gav Mitra” 
(friends of village).  
 
A non local coordinator from Pune Ms. Ashwini Dharmadhikari who was accompanying me 
was fantastic. She explained the project in detail. Her dedication and passion was evident. She 
is an alumnus of Government College of Engineering, Pune and considered an expert in 
innovative learning methods. She periodically visits schools in and around Pune to keep herself 
up to date with the latest techniques. I got to meet one of the tribal Coordinators Mr. Ramesh 
Mavaskar and two tribal executors (“Gav Mitra”) Mr. Shyamkali Kasdekar and Mr 
Ashok Dhikar. Their enthusiasm, tenacity, persistence,optimism left a deep impression 
on me.  I met a group of children (ages 5-12) in their morning prayer session and 
activity learning sessions. I met with some of the parents of children who after eight 
years are somewhat convinced the importance of education. 
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Children assembled in prayer session 

 

 
Bilingual Korku-Marathi books 



 
Children in activity learning session with GavMitra Mr. Ashok Dhikar  

 
Ms. Dharmadhikari explained her vision of BALA (Building as a Learning Aid) which 
will have all four walls painted with pictures, simple mathematics concepts, Marathi and 
Korku alphabets and words. We discussed about developing Chilati center as a model 
center with training facilities and audio visual aids. It can serve as an activity center and 
book library for children where they can come anytime and read. 
 
Melghat is a beautiful region but underdeveloped and disconnected from the outside 
world, very far from progressive Maharashtra which I witnessed while growing up.I 
thought that Maitri Shaala is grassroot project with a lot of potential of making high 
impact. It has many dedicated and sincere volunteers who are consistently working for 
last 8-10 years. I asked Ms. Dharmadhikari to submit a funding proposal to Asha for 
Education. I am sure with funding from Asha for Education, Silicon Valley, Maitri Shaala 
can take bigger strides, accelerate the pace of the project and make their goal of 
sustained and quality education in Melghat possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 


