Site Visit Report: Parijat Academy
Location: Village Pamohi, Azara panchayat outside Guwahati
Date of visit: April 22, 2018
Site visit done by: Satyajit Nath (nath.satyajit@gmail.com), Asha Seattle volunteer
Introduction to the Project
Parijat Academy is a school started (in 2003) and run by Uttam Teron. It is located in Pamohi
village in Kamrup district, Assam in the outskirts of Guwahati and serves underprivileged
children of the locality, including stone quarry workers. Parijat Academy follows the State
Education Board of Assam curriculum with instruction in Assamese, Hindi, and English.
In 2008, Parijat started the construction of a new school building, necessitated by an increase in
the number of students and to meet state board requirements to offer secondary education
classes. Asha Seattle funded that construction. More details of that past project are in
https://ashanet.org/project/?pid=881. Asha Atlanta also funded a project in Parijat in 2008
https://ashanet.org/project/?pid=758.
Starting with only a few students in 2003, Parijat has now grown to serve over 500 students.
Site Visit Details
My most recent visit to Parijat was in April 2018. I could only make time to visit on a Sunday,
due to the short length of my trip to Guwahati. So, the interaction was limited to the students
who live in the dormitory and to Uttam Teron and his equally dedicated wife, Aimoni Teron.
There were about 52 dormitory students at that time. In earlier visits, I have visited and
interacted with students during school hours in their classrooms.
This visit was focused on interacting with the students who lived in the school campus, with the
staff, and on learning more about improvements made to the school infrastructure to better
serve the students.
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Photo 1: Classrooms constructed with support from Asha Seattle in 2008 (on right: Aimoni Teron)

As with prior visits, it was heartening to see the classrooms that were constructed with support
from Asha Seattle in 2007-08 being put to good use (photo 1).
Initially, these classrooms were used to seat students of classes 9 and 10. Parijat needed to get
the necessary partial recognition to allow students to appear in the class 10 matriculation
examination. The government had a requirement of classrooms of those specifications in the
school to grant such recognition.
Since 2008, a new Junior College building has been constructed for those higher classes (photo
2) with support from other organizations. The older classrooms shown in photo 1 are now used
for classes 1 through 4.

Photo 2: New Junior College building
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Uttam also showed me the older girls dormitory where I interacted with two girls (photo 3)
studying in undergrad level -- one is in Handique College, which is a premier college in
Guwahati. It was good to see students who have graduated from 10+2 and are pursuing higher
studies.

Photo 3: Two undergraduate students in the older girls dormitory with Uttam Teron (right)

We then went to the temporary dormitory for younger boys (photo 4). These boys study at
Parijat, along with day scholars. The families of these boys live far from the school, in a forested
area called Garbhanga. It is a remote place which makes it impossible for the students to travel
back and forth daily from home to school. This dormitory is necessary for them to be able to
continue their education.

Photo 4: Temporary dormitory for younger boys
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The library is in a separate room. The expense to construct the room for the library was donated
by a family in the USA. Schools in the Guwahati area have donated their excess text books for
the library (photo 5).

Photo 5: Excess books donated by Guwahati area schools

A room for computer literacy is also kept separately (photo 6). The expense to construct the
computer room was donated by a local businessman. The computers in that room have been
donated by a local branch of IDEA Cellular -- a mobile phone service provider.
Some of these Windows computers were unusable at the time of my visit due to the Windows
passwords being unknown (the passwords were set to whatever IDEA Cellular staff configured
before they donated the computers). I suggested that Parijat could get the computers reimaged
and that would allow setting up of their own passwords. Uttam knows a local technician who
helps Parijat from time to time. He followed up and I heard a few days later from Uttam that the
computers were reimaged and were all accessible. It was heartening to be able to help in this
simple way and unblock the students so that they could use the computers.
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Photo 6: Parijat students in the computer room

A bathroom for girls installed in the school facilities with support from a local women’s NGO was
great to see (photos 7 and 8). Lack of toilets for older girl students is a leading cause of them
dropping out of school in India and other developing countries. This well-maintained toilet at
Parijat should help reduce such drop out.

Photo 7, 8: Sanitary toilet for girls in the school
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A group of students from Dispur College led by their teacher, Mrs Agarwal, visited that Sunday
and donated supplies for lunch for everyone at Parijat. Four girls in the dormitory cooked the
food and we all had it for lunch. It was delicious. Although this was a short trip compared to my
many prior visits to Parijat, it was inspiring, as always, to visit again and interact with the
students, staff, and their founder Uttam Teron.

Photo 9: After the lunch. From left: Parijat students, Aimoni Teron, visiting team from Dispur College,
more Parijat students, Parijat founder Uttam Teron, Asha Seattle volunteer Satyajit

Photo 10: The picturesque rural environment around the school campus
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