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The last six months has been challenging to adjust and continue work. Fortunately we have  
had some additional help from the Nature Conservation Foundation and Wipro so we were 
able to provide substantial ration parcels three times between May and August to the 
families of children at the Tarabanahalli Gvt. Primary School.  A number of these families 
were migrant families and some did not have ration cards.  From the beginning of April 
midday meals from the Iskon  Temple have not been provided and children have suffered on 
account of this . 

By the beginning of May it was clear that school was not going to begin in the near future and 
so we made plans  how to provide some print material and stationery kits to individual 
children. We had decided that it would not be wise to allow children to borrow books either 
at the library or in the Government Primary School  on health safety grounds. Fortunately 
NCF provided  75 children each  with  one book related to the environment and we also gave 
other materials. 

 

   

Sorting the books on the environment for distribution. 

In addition the FTLC prepared  Xeroxed material  in Kannada, English and Hindi at three 
levels. This meant that  we  could give children short stories, poems, riddles, tongue twisters 
and craft activities that they could keep.  We also  have included  games such as snakes and 
ladders, tangram kits and designs for colouring.  



 

Riddles, rhymes and poems 

Each of the children were given a stationery kit that included pencil crayons, oil pastels, 
pencils and homemade drawing books. 

               

Making  up the stationery kits                          Work in the drawing books 

 

 

Xeroxed material in Hindi, Kannada and English , tangram kit  and designs for colouring 
However , we realized that it would be best to have some interaction with small groups and 
for the last three months Sarojini, Rebecca and Gousia have tried to  meet the children 



regularly. At present  in the Gvt school classes are held twice a week and in the village classes 
have been conducted outside or in the anganwadi. 

 

Making a dice to play  Snakes and Ladders to take home 

Recently the Waldorf School, Adwaya donated note books and these have been distributed to 
75 children.  

 

Distribution of notebooks from Adwaya School 

 Sarojini has recently translated  a book called “A Child and a Tree” which is  a simple story of 
how a child realized the consequences of  cutting trees and decided to do something about it.  
The older children in the library and the 4th and 5th standard children in the Gvt school have 
each received a Xeroxed copy to read and colour. (Please see video sent separately.) She has 
also translated a book called The Sea  for the children to explore the idea of the water cycle.  

 

 



Translation of The Sea  which we are planning to Xerox in black and white to share with the 
4th standard children. 

Future plans are to continue meeting with the children  both at the library and the 
Tarabanahalli school and particularly  to find ways to document in different  ways the flora 
and fauna of the local area. In the next month we will be looking  at how rain affects the 
environment. It is hoped that the children will continue their nature diaries.   This work is in 
collaboration with NCF but the teachers are being supported entirely through Asha. NCF have 
helped us with planning and some of the materials. 

In addition we have been working on a Kannada primer somewhat modeled on a Telugu 
primer that has been prepared in Hyderabad. We are still working on the first draft and hope 
to try it out  with the children who are having difficulties to learn to read.  

  

Here are two examples of activities developed by NCF  which have been tried out  both in the 
library and at Tarabanahalli Primary School. 

Despite all the problems over covid  we are glad that we have been able to respond in small 
but hopefully significant ways. 

September 2020 

Jane Sahi 

 

 

 


