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Executive Summary:


Odanadi is a Mysore-based non-governmental organization that works for the rescue, rehabilitation and empowerment of sexually exploited women and children. We run a residential school for the children of the sex workers and the children rescued from the trafficking networks. We endeavor to provide a decent and dignified childhood to these marginalized children. This proposal seeks financial support for a project to rescue and rehabilitate sexually exploited minor girls from trafficking networks. 


The goals of this project are to rescue children and minor girls from the clutches of traffickers, to expose the organized networks of human trafficking, to rehabilitate and reintegrate the rescued girls and children, to create awareness, to provide training programs for self-help groups and to influence policy making related to anti-trafficking. To realize our goals, we need financial assistance to complete the construction of a rescue and rehabilitation center and for future rescue operations. In addition, we also require funds to provide food, education, vocational training, health care and entertainment for the children of sexually exploited women and rescued minor girls and to pay the salaries of the staff for an year.
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1. Background

Odanadi (Together Until Death) is a non-governmental organization based in Mysore, Karnataka, which works for the rescue, rehabilitation and empowerment of victims of commercial sexual exploitation. In addition, Odanadi runs a home for both the children of the sex workers and the children rescued from the trafficking networks and provide them with education and vocational training. 

Odanadi was a result of a ten-month long pilot study (“Bodies for a Meal”) on the socio-economic conditions of sex workers and their children in Mysore district. The organization was registered as a trust, in 1992 and undertook a year long situational analysis program to understand the ground realities.
2. Objectives
· To rescue women and children forced into prostitution and help integrate them back into the mainstream through rehabilitation and empowerment.

· To prevent the unlawful and immoral trafficking of women and children by combating the various socio-economic factors responsible for the practice.

· To help create a mass movement against trafficking and to organize the victims into a strong and vocal group to fight against exploitation.

· To eradicate the social stigma attached to rehabilitated sex workers and their children through outreach and awareness programs.

· To combat child labor and domestic slavery, which are major contributors to sex trafficking of minors.

· To expose human rights violations against women and children in all sections of society and provide support to the victims.

3. Understanding the Problem
Trafficking in people, especially minors and young women, is increasing enormously all over Karnataka. The reasons for the practice figure among prostitution, forced labor, commercial gay and lesbian relationships, hiring of the wombs, illegal marriages, domestic slavery, organ transplantation, begging and camel races. It is a fact that more than two lakh girls from Karnataka can be found in the brothels Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata today.

There are twenty-seven districts in the state of Karnataka with widely differing geographical and climatic conditions.  The traffickers’ network is active throughout the state with the rural Dalit population being the most affected. Odanadi has found in particular, that the dalits of Tumkur, tribal people of H.D. Kote, Hunsur and Coorg are regularly targeted by the criminal networks for prostitution, bonded labor and domestic slavery. They exploit the poor financial and social conditions of the rural masses and make false assurances of marriage, modeling opportunities, entrance into the film industry or other jobs to lure minor girls. In spite of the existence of the “Devadasi Prohibition Act”, several young girls become sex slaves under the red carpet of religious sanctions. Such girls are also found in Southern Karnataka, though the Devadasi system does not prevail much in this area.  The traffickers find their prey from specific supply areas and spread them over to the demand areas like Mysore, Bangalore, Chennai, Pune, Hyderabad, Mumbai, Kolkata and Delhi. In addition, domestic slavery is quite rampant and in many cases the owner’s family sexually exploits the domestic workers.

The illegal traffic has not been given due importance by the law, and the trafficking networks thrive on the loopholes in the Indian law and order system. In South India, Odanadi has come to know about the nexus between the mafia, the traffickers and some corrupt officials. In addition the inefficiency of the police and the border security force leads to the traffic going unmonitored in many areas.
3.1 Reasons

Poverty is the most obvious factor that leads to a spread in trafficking of women. However various other cultural and socio-economic factors sustain this abhorrent practice as well. 

Chief among the social factors that sustain trafficking for the flesh trade is the prevalence of stereotypes and constant discrimination against women. The girl child is discriminated against in all spheres of life and considered a burden on the family. The attitude is symbolized by rampant female infanticide and continues through the development process of the girl child as discrimination in love, nutrition, health and education. Consequently, women develop a low self-esteem, relinquish control over their own lives and often end up meek and powerless to resist the might of patriarchy and an easy prey to exploitation.

Marriage places a social demand on women, which if unfulfilled can create adverse and hostile circumstances for women in the family and in society. On the other hand, the practice of dowry directly impacts the ability of a poor woman to enter into a suitable marriage. Forced or violent marriages can directly lead to exploitation, or cause disillusionment enough to lead women into the hands of criminals or abusers. 
Odanadi has found several instances of women leaving an unhappy marriage only to fall into the hands of pimps and end up in brothels. Divorce or desertion by the man, has its own social stigma attached to it and often leads to the woman left forsaken and desolate in the midst of an unsympathetic society. Some of these women also look for solace in the wrong places, and at times enter into temporary relationships that further alienate them from the mainstream. There can thus be very vicious cycles set up around problems centered on marriage.

The media, especially mainstream cinema, often plays a very negative role in this scheme of things, by projecting an image of women as sex objects. It can also serve to reinforce some of the stereotypes. Perceived religious sanctions against a woman quitting an unhappy marriage, or standing up against discrimination are other possible alienating factors.

Several economic factors also play significant roles in creating conditions conducive to the flesh trade. Liberalization and globalization has lead, in several cases, to traditional agricultural practices and small-scale industry at the rural level suffering because of competitive disadvantage. The loss of sustainability based on traditional local occupations and the lure of jobs in urban areas and overseas result in migration of men in search of work. The movement of men to seek employment in turn has led to the disintegration of the rural family support base and protection system and an erosion of family values. This leads to an increase in the desertion of womenfolk who then become vulnerable to the enticement of traffickers and may get desperate enough to resort to prostitution as a survival strategy. The migration also creates the demand for sex workers in the cities and the vicious cycle continues.

Sometimes, natural or man-made disasters might lead to women ending up dispossessed, losing their support base and livelihood. The result is exactly the same desperate situation for women as caused by any of the above other factors.

The laws pertaining to prostitution make it easier to penalize the prostituted women rather than brothel keepers, pimps and procurers. The client is totally outside the purview of the act except in the case of minors.  The law enforcement has been ineffective due to the lack of convergence and co-ordination between the enforcement agencies and the state judiciary meant to provide the social support to victims. It is extremely important that the agents, recruiters, pimps, and gang leaders should bear the brunt of legislation and penal actions, and not let the victims be considered as criminals.
3.2 The Practice
More than ninety percent of the women and children trapped into prostitution are from rural areas. Rural women and families often a have very limited knowledge of the law and the availability of jobs in urban areas and the traffickers use this to their advantage.
In almost all the cases, a person well known to the victim, a remote relative, friend, acquaintance, or in some cases, the potential husband, facilitate the trafficking process.  The agents are known to marry women legitimately before taking them away to be sold.  Often there is a contract drawn, to convince the parents of the legal validity, before taking over the youngsters. In cases of rape and illegitimate relations, victims often think that since they have lost their virginity, they are unacceptable to society and choose the alternative of working as prostitutes as it gives them a degree of financial independence. It has been observed that more often than not, women relatives or acquaintances are used for recruitment, since they are less likely to seem suspicious. These ‘madams’ also have assured places in reaping the benefits of the trafficking syndicates. There have also been cases when these recruiters take money from the families of their victims, claiming it as compensation for their efforts.

Some prostituted women fall into the debt trap and are forced to work as bonded laborers and are set free only if they bring in a girl from their village as a replacement. Therefore, prostitutes are often used in the trafficking process.

Pimps, traffickers and recruiters from different areas collect at pre-determined locations with “recruited” women and children before taking off to various destinations.  It seems obvious that the owners of these places - hotels, restaurants, motels, houses, apartments, truck stop or sleeping carriages - as well as the transporters are well aware of the intentions and nature of the transactions and actions being carried out.

There are no apparent standard procedures for transportation. Some times the girls are collected in groups and taken to their destination. At times, they are brought in individually to the intermediate location where they meet with other co-travelers.  Small time traffickers apparently do their own recruiting as the middlemen, who then sell the “load” to organized trafficking syndicates.  There are reports of women being raped as a form of initiation during the journey.

These trafficked women and girls are sold into different trades, of course without their consent, and a large number of them are traded into prostitution. A number of women are forced in to domestic labor and they are at the mercy of the employers who freely abuse, torture and exploit them. There is a great demand for cheap labor and the trafficked women and girls are best suited for this sector because they have no option but to accept what ever is offered to them. Besides being migrants they have no recourse to legal or police help. A large number of them can be found working in houses, factories and various shops. They are overworked, underpaid and enjoy absolutely no facilities or rights. In other cities these trafficked women and young girls can be found in the massage parlors from where they are picked up by customers for sexual pleasures. A lot of young girls are victims of sex tourism, mail-order brides, barmaids and cabaret dancers.  The nature of employment varies with the needs of the demand areas.
3.3 Hurdles in rescue and rehabilitation
Active involvement in the rescue of the victims of prostitution is not only difficult but also dangerous.  It is important for those working in the rescue operations to build a strong rapport with the sexually exploited women and understand thoroughly the powers operating the trafficking networks.  These networks are wily, operate in a sophisticated manner, vigilant and often have tentacles extending across state boundaries.  It is hence important to do sincere groundwork on the basis of the collected information and plan different strategies. Keeping the police and press well informed, being prepared to document the evidence on paper and audio/video also play vital roles in deciding the fate of a rescue operation. In short, only a socially committed, courageous, meticulous and disciplined group can become successful rescuers. 
Rehabilitation of rescued women and children is an equally daunting and sensitive task. Continuous follow-up actions, emotional and economic support, are the first steps to successful rehabilitation. It is essential to evoke a sense of belonging in the victims, help them get over their feelings of helpless rage and learn to trust the society again. Putting back together the pieces of brutalized lives needs an immense amount of patience, love and money. Lack of adequate understanding of these issues and lack of emotional involvement often cause a lot of pain for the victims on their road to rehabilitation. In many cases police suspicion and humiliation have essentially pushed back the rehabilitated victims into the flesh trade. It is therefore of primary importance that the NGOs involved in the process and the relevant government agencies like the police put their heart and soul into the task.
4. Addressing the Problem


Odanadi believes in a multi-pronged approach to fight the problem of sexual exploitation, which addresses both the causes that lead to a flourishing sex trade and the rescue, rehabilitation and empowerment of women and minors sucked unwittingly into the clutches of the trafficking networks. 



4.1 Awareness, Training and Policy-making


 
Odanadi plans to combat the scourge of trafficking by directly enlightening the rural masses on relevant issues through continuous dissemination of information, awareness programs and through the formation and training of self-help groups. We believe that the resulting increase in rural awareness will ultimately translate into viable government policies and laws against the practice.



4.1.1      Awareness Programs 

Odanadi plans to adopt various strategies and resources to propagate awareness against trafficking and educate the people to protect themselves. Wall paintings, discussions, posters, street plays, documentaries and rallies will be planned as a part of the awareness program. In every district a group of young men and women, and social activists will be selected and trained to be in charge of the awareness programs. Regional, state and district-level consultations and conferences will be conducted from time to time with an objective to disseminate information, to strengthen the network among the working partners and to instigate the government to address the issue with new approaches and policies. In addition, rural youth and students will be encouraged to participate in painting campaigns, essay and debate competitions and story writing related to this issue. 
 Wherever possible, the issue of sex trafficking needs to be addressed in conjunction with combating other developmental problems in the village.  A constructive response to the immediate and long-term problems of the villagers will definitely gain their confidence and make them more responsive to our main objective of fighting against trafficking. Programs like medical camps, legal assistance, empowerment and skill development programs will facilitate us to reach these people with our ideas. Towards this end, supportive programs that meet the needs of the community will be initiated where necessary and possible.
Odanadi has an excellent relationship with several prominent NGOs, women’s organizations and youth federations.  Leading people’s movements like Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha (KRRS) and Dalita Sangha Samiti are sympathetic towards Odanadi and have been demonstrating their solidarity with Odanadi’s anti-trafficking programs. With the help of these rural organizations, self-help groups and NGOs, Odanadi will promote face-to-face interaction with the rural masses to collect information about children and women falling into the clutches of the trafficking networks. Such interactions will also serve to further educate them about the methods employed by the networks through anecdotes from the experiences in other villages. Efforts will be made to prepare the concerned village leaders to be vigilant about “how, where, when and with whom” village children move out of the villages.
4.1.2   Training programs 

In many rural areas, there already exist concerned groups working on various aspects of development. Many of these groups have a high motivation level and significant local support base, but are unaware of the issue of trafficking.  Odanadi plans to conduct state level, district level and taluk level training programs to enlighten and convince these organizations of the need to make a concerted effort against the sex trade. Teachers, anganawadi workers, local police, revenue inspectors, gram panchayat members and students will also be included in these training programs.


4.1.3   Policy-making 
Another long-term objective of Odanadi’s campaign is to come out with new government policies against the issue of trafficking.  Every possible platform, forum and occasion will be efficiently utilized to raise this issue at the state and national level. Odanadi has already been using the print and electronic media effectively in this regard. Exposure of trafficking networks and the rescue of girl children have been followed by a clear and crisp publicity campaign. Simultaneously, these issues have been raised in the houses of people’s representatives as well. A few high level enquiries have taken place through Odanadi’s initiative.  We are hopeful that in a period of three years Odanadi can bring about changes in the government policies through a process of effective lobbying with the support of other people’s organizations. It is also important to involve rational thinkers, writers, students, religious heads, community leaders and media personnel to debate this issue and work as a pressure group that demands better policies to combat trafficking. 

4.2 Rescue
Over the last ten years, Odanadi has carried out several well-planned operations against brothels and trafficking networks and rescued more than 400 girls from the flesh trade. Most of the rescued girls were minors. It was observed in several cases that the very people who were supposed to protect the women and children were guilty of having sold them into prostitution and for use in pornography. Some shocking instances include that of a head constable who was running a brothel, a lady teacher of a reputed institution who sold two girls to an estate owner in Coorg, a physical instructor of a renowned convent who made blue films of a minor girl and later sold her in to prostitution, a doctor who raped a minor girl in a brothel, and a cinema actress who was actively engaged in the flesh trade. In one case, Odanadi caught an old man selling two minor girls into prostitution red-handed, much to the disbelief of the local police.
Through active involvement and a painstaking process of collecting and acting on information gleaned from various sources, including the prostituted women themselves, reformed traffickers, police and rickshaw drivers, Odanadi has managed to unearth as many as thirteen active trafficking networks. Of these networks, one was international, five worked across state boundaries and the rest were based locally. Several operational networks still remain and a lot of work needs to be done in identifying and busting these sex rackets.
Odanadi has been aided directly in its rescue efforts by people’s organizations like the Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangh and the Dalita Sangharsha Samithi. The media, the police and other local NGOs have been very helpful as well. At the national, regional and state level, a few like-minded groups like ATSEC India and CACT Karnataka have shown their timely moral support during the rescue operations. UNIFEM provided timely support to the residential program for 30 rescued girls and has also 






funded several of the rescue operations.
4.3 Rehabilitation
After a rescue operation, the minor girls need a healthy environment to stay (a trauma care center or a rescue home). She is given the choice to stay for any period of time till she fully recovers from the accident. Within that span of time, the people who are involved in the developmental process have to evolve a scientific and realistic mode of rehabilitation to reintegrate her with her family. Rehabilitation involves many factors:
4.3.1 Counseling
During the counseling sessions the girls show no hesitation to share their experiences, psychological and health problems and desires. The rescued girls are afraid that the pimp would find them if they go back home, that they will be outcasts in society, that they are vulnerable without the support of a man, that they will be a shame to their families, that they are alone because they do not know where to seek help, and that it will be hard to go back to their lives.  In effect they are afraid of their future.
4.3.2 Group counseling programs
As the girls are mentally prepared and want an emotional outlet, they start giving preliminary information about their painful experiences, the persons who trafficked them, the various strategies of trafficking and how they landed up in brothels.  They reveal most of the facts when competitively discussing with each other. The counselors listen to the girls and direct them during the session. During the group discussion the girls also reveal the utmost cruelty shown to them in the brothels.
4.3.3 Individual counseling programs 

Individual counseling is another important session where each girl will have privacy and intimacy with the counselor to share her life stories, problems, needs and desires.  The counselor encourages each girl to be firm, to remember her capabilities and recognize her strengths and helps her to think in a positive direction. Many girls reveal that they had attempted to commit suicide in the brothels as a result of torture and sexual assault. The feelings of the girls are mixed with anger, guilt, joy and helplessness.  When questioned, a girl answered that ‘it is better to have no feelings, if one had been totally abused’. Another girl had lost her speech temporarily when her relatives expressed complete rejection during the reintegration program.  Unfortunately the same girl was found to be HIV positive during the medical counseling.

The following are some of the common feelings among the rescued girls:

 Anger:

· Toward herself because “she allowed all that to happen to her”.

· Toward others, because they did not protect her.

· Toward society.

· That her life has been broken.

Distrust:

· Of her own ability to judge people and events.

· Of the people around her, including those who had not betrayed her.
· Of the facts that occurred in her life.
Feeling disoriented:

· Memory problems.

· Finding it hard to recognize the date and time.

· Inability to stay calm.

Fear:

· To be alone.

· To be found and punished by her trafficker.

· That people will find out that she had been prostituted.

· Of her own anger.

· Of venereal diseases and HIV/AIDS.

· Of nightmares.

Feeling guilty:

· That she broke cultural and religious rules.
· That she made a mistake and had been “stupid”

· That she was not able to make money to support her family.

· That she is immoral and her body and life are not clean.

Feeling cheated:

· By the people who put her in touch with those involved in trafficking.

· By the state for not supporting her and taking bribe (police) in the brothel areas

· By her family.

The counseling program gives the girls a new strength, hope and washes away most of their complexes.  After this they start expressing eagerness to reunite with their lost families.
4.3.4 Counseling for the parents
Unless the families of the rescued girls are properly counseled, it is difficult to reintegrate the girls.  Many families make serious efforts but fail to trace their daughters.  In some cases ‘missing person’ complaints are lodged with the local police.  It is our experience that, if the facts are revealed, most of the rural parents come heartily forward to accept their daughters. Therefore, we have to convince the parents about torture in domestic slavery, mental sickness, etc.  These stories gain the sympathy and affection of the parents and make them accept the girls and treat them with care.  Family counseling creates a positive atmosphere for the future of the rescued girls and makes the reintegration process easier.
4.3.5 Accepting the girls as they are
People exposed to drugs, alcohol, gang rape, and repeated sexual assault tend to cultivate a different behavior.  They may like to sleep during the day or would like to have good food.  Denial or rejection of their requests could be counter-productive during the rehabilitation process.
4.3.6 Rehabilitation to a “Victim” not to a “Criminal”
Though a developmental approach has been introduced to tackle the issue of prostitution, a major segment of the society still considers the victims as criminals.  This is due to our treating prostitution as a moral issue rather than a developmental issue. Therefore, the counseling and rehabilitation process should be free from any punitive action against the victims of the flesh trade and the counselors and organization should have a modern and broad perspective.
4.3.7 Childhood with education
In case of a trafficked child victim, it is advisable to bring the child back to childhood, which can guarantee her/him a joyful learning, a re-creation of the home, protection and a healthy environment.
4.3.8 Economic Rehabilitation
Creation of an alternative livelihood is another important factor in the rehabilitation process.  However, the economic support offered to the victim should be preplanned and on the basis of the victim’s desire.  Any imposed training, financial support or forced marriage would cause further problems and ultimately the entire rehabilitation process will fail.
4.3.9 “Marriage” as a mode of rehabilitation
In our social system, marriage can be considered as a better way of rehabilitating a girl who is above 18 years of age.  Though it seems to be a risky and tough task, if proper precautions are taken and a thorough counseling is given to the groom, it offers possibilities for the victim to lead a normal life.
4.3.10 A free and secure living environment 

The rescued girls from the brothels have led a mechanical and miserable life. Fear, distress, anger, stubbornness, inferiority complex, hatred, guilt and suspicion are some of the common feelings among the rescued girls. It is imperative for these girls to be left by themselves for an initial period of time in a free and secure environment. This period helps the counselor and victim to understand each other and for the counselor to gain the confidence of the victim. Further, the rescued girl has a chance to understand the other victims better.
In Odanadi, the existing residential school for the children of prostituted women plays an important role in bringing the girls back to normalcy. The rescued girls are happy in engaging themselves with the small children, participating in daily activities, cultural and vocational programs, cooking and gardening. Secondly the victims have an opportunity to mingle with Odanadi’s volunteers and sympathizers who are sensitive in dealing with the rescued girls. In essence, this process makes the victims to feel at home.
4.3.11 Recreation: 

As the rescued girls start coming out of their complexes, they voluntarily take part in the daily affairs of Odanadi. At Odanadi, cultural programs like street plays, folk dances, mimicry and skits are common and keep the girls happy.  The girls also involve themselves in regular vocational training like wool weaving, tailoring, plastic wire weaving and kitchen gardening.
4.4 Reintegration:

The reintegration phase is the most difficult and includes many key components:

a) The girl should be ready to go back to a new life.

b) The counseling provided to the girl and her family should match that of each other and there should be no room for distress, suspicion and confusion among the family members.

c) The village folk should be given a positive picture of the girl so that they accept her in to the community.

d) The reintegration should not be forced but should be based on the girl’s choice.

The Odanadi team takes the above factors in to consideration and works for the successful reintegration of the girl with her family.

During the reintegration process, it is not possible to take back all the girls together. Each girl’s whereabouts and stories are kept confidential to make the reintegration a success and to gain the affection and acceptability of their family. The counseling for the parents and the village folk plays a big role in a successful reintegration effort.

In many cases reintegration becomes impossible due to rigid the customs and traditions prevailing in villages. Though the parents are ready to accept the girl, the villagers do not permit them to do so.  Hence, it is very important to hide the whereabouts (name, parents, place) of the victim as much as possible.

During counseling of the parents and third parties (villagers, teachers, etc) it is mandatory that the organization give a positive opinion about the victim so that a supportive atmosphere can be built up in the family and the community. In case of a severe threat from the village community, timely legal and social support should be given to the girl and her family.
4.5 Follow-up action:

The story of a trafficked and rehabilitated girl does not end with reintegration.  In almost all cases the people responsible for introducing or, in other words, selling the victim, belong to the family, clan or village.  Hence it is of utmost importance to reassure the victim that the institution or people who rescued her would continue to provide a second home and be a second family to her. All victims fear retaliation from their captors; hence they look to their rescuers for protection.  In the process of rescue and rehabilitation most victims form an emotional bond with their surrogate family and start experiencing feelings of trust.  Therefore keeping in constant touch gives the victim a sense of security and confidence.

5. Achievements:

In spite of financial constraints, Odanadi has worked tirelessly towards its goals and has achieved the following results in the past 10 years.

· Through well-planned operations against brothels and traffickers, Odanadi has rescued over 400 girls, most of whom were minors, from established networks in Karnataka, Tamilnadu, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh. 
· Odanadi has unearthed as many as 13 trafficking networks among which one was international, five were inter-state and the rest were locally based. 
· In partnership with CRY, Odanadi established a very successful permanent residential school and rehabilitation center ('Prayoga Patha') in 1995 for the children of the exploited women and rescued minor girls. The school provides shelter, food, education and vocational training to more than 75 children, 23 of who were rescued from the flesh trade.
· Odanadi operates a counseling and trauma care center for the women of various strata afflicted by marital discord and social problems. Odanadi has brought back more than 100 families in to the mainstream through counseling programs.

· Odanadi has gone a long way in sensitizing the society and eradicating the stigma attached to the rehabilitated sex workers. As a result, 22 rehabilitated women were married during widely published exercises. 
· Odanadi has successfully organized the prostituted women in to a powerful vocal group.  The “Vimochana Mahila Sangha”, Mysore is a strong collective with 1200 members, out of whom 400 women have been rehabilitated with alternative livelihood in the mainstream society. 
· Odanadi’s strength is its relationship with the people and people’s organizations. Leading people’s movements like Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha (KRRS) and Dalita Sangha Samiti are sympathetic towards Odanadi and have demonstrated their solidarity with us in our anti-trafficking programs. 
· In 2003, the Government of Karnataka conferred the Republic Award on Odanadi to recognize its contribution in the field of rescue, rehabilitation and reintegration of sexually exploited women and children.
6. Call for Help

To be successful in our objective of the rescue, rehabilitation, reintegration and empowerment of the sexually exploited minor girls, we require a sound financial backing. Our needs for this project are summarized below:

Rescue and Rehabilitation Center: In many cases, Odanadi’s attempt to reintegrate the rescued minor girls with their families becomes impossible and we have to house them and plan for their rehabilitation. The ‘Prayoga Patha’ (a home for the rescued children) does not have any place to accommodate the minor girls rescued from trafficking and prostitution. In addition to this, the older girls need to be treated differently and need privacy for their development.  

This motivated us to think of a rescue and rehabilitation center constructed exclusively for the development of the minor and adolescent girls. The rehabilitation center has been planned to accommodate 100 girls and has been designed by a well renowned artist-cum-architect Mr. K. T. Shiva Prasad. The approximate cost of the building is Rs. 64 lakhs, of which a portion has been raised/promised through generous contributions from individuals, the Government of India, Asha Silicon Valley, Asha Cornell, and others. We need to raise the remainder of the funds to complete construction of the rehabilitation center. This is a one-time request for building the infrastructure.
Rescue Operations: As the trafficking networks operate across states, the primary expenditure involved in the rescue operation is the travel cost. Additional funds are required to document the evidence, pay for the legal advice and provide for the reintegration and economic rehabilitation of the rescued victims. We request an amount of Rs. 60,000 to support one such rescue operation. 
Prayoga Patha: The children of the sexually exploited women and the rescued minor girls need to be provided food, education, vocational training, health care and entertainment (cultural training programs). In addition, the regular staff members need to be paid an honorarium for the services rendered. This is a recurring expense and is financially taxing for us. We request monetary assistance to cover these expenses for one year. 





































































































































































