
Astitva Pratishthan Site Visit # 1   

Date: - 26th November 2017  

Volunteers: - Srihari Suthamally and SS Narayanan  

Astitva Pratishthan: - Geetanjali, Praveen, Roshan, Sonal and Others  

As requested by Asha Seattle Volunteers Seema and Jyoti visited Astitva Pratishthan on 26th November 

2017. This visit is a first visit to the site to assess for a proposal from Astitva Pratishthan to build a new 

Hostel for Girls and Boys. Astitva Pratishthan currently is a hostel for underprivileged kids and it also 

school for students studying in classes 1 to 5. Students studying in 6 th to 10th go to a local school.  

Here are a few points I could gather during my visit:-  

• There are currently around 65 kids in the campus.  

• The kids are all from all over Maharashtra  

• The organization is getting request for many more kids to be taken in.  

• All the kids belong to underprivileged section. Almost all are Single Parent kids.  

• There are currently 5 kids studying in 10th Standard.  

• Kids are counselled regularly.  

• Medical check by an Ex. Army Doctor is done every month  

• The campus has a library initially set up by Akshar Bharathi  

• All the kids have Aadhar cards and bank accounts setup  

• The org is maintaining per student files to monitor their progress  

• External teacher comes to teach kids Harmonium and Tabla.  

• All the kids are given uniform but not shoes.  

The campus is setup in a 2 acre area. This area is donated to the organization by one of Astitva 

Pratishthan founders and transferred to the organization (I have not checked their papers). Currently 

there is a L shaped structure housing the classrooms, sleeping area, office space and Kitchen. The 

kitchen is neat and tidy. We had delicious Poha for breakfast. Bhakris were getting ready for lunch.  

And one more room away from this where boys have kept their belonging and they also sleep there. 

This room was initially setup as “training” centre. It housed sewing machines. In this room all the kids 

congregated to play some bhajans using Tabla and Harmonium. They are preparing for an event in the 

nearby temple. All the kids were deeply involved in this jugalbandhi. It was so good to see the 

camaraderie among the kids. The senior kids who have been in the org for more than 5-6 years managed 

the kids very nicely.  

I observed a lot of brother-sister pairs among the kids. This helps to keep up the discipline among them. 

Each kids look up to each other.  

We also saw a lot of girl kids in the Library either reading or finishing off their homework. As well as boys 

finishing off their home work in their dorm. We can probably request Geetanjali to share kids progress 

reports. The kids have two times holidays, once in summer and another during Diwali time. Every 2nd 

and 4th Sundays parents can communicate with the kids through phone. I was able to talk with few of 

the kids like Sagar, Sanket, Babu, Aarti (the lone girl child in 10th). They all are in 10th standard. A few of 



them have been in Astitva for the last 8 years or so. Also, was able to talk with kids who are in 5th, 6th 

and 7th. All these kids were very cheerful talking with me and they also shared what they want to 

become, whether they The campus also houses a green zone where they have grown Pomegranate 

trees and other plants.  

The campus also has a shed where they have 4 desi cows. This allows the kids to get exposure about 

farming as well. As mentioned above the org is getting requests from all over, especially through word 

of mouth, to take up more kids. And this is where the proposal is for to build two new building to house 

boys and girls respectively. Also, currently some of the kids sleep in the class rooms itself. The site has 

enough space for the proposed hostel for Girls and Boys.  

The pictures of the visit are at - https://photos.app.goo.gl/pHahF9U8IvKA7XBs2 

Astitva Pratishthan Site visit #2   

Date: December 25th, 2017 

By: Seema Chaudhary, Seattle Chapter project steward 

As a follow up of site visit done by Srihari (Asha volunteer from India), Seema visited Astitva Pratishthan 

school and hostel.  

Seema met with Ms. Geetanjali Degaonkar, Founder and Director of the organization, Mr. Santosh 

Wagh, Founder and trustee, teachers and students.  

Seema rode to the site with Mr. and Mrs Wagh and their two young daughters and Ms. Geetanjali in the 

organization’s van. Mr. Wagh’s whole family visits the school very often so they had also joined the visit. 

The drive was about 2-1/2 hr from Pune City each way. This drive gave a good opportunity to talk with 

the organizers about their objectives and needs. Mr. Wagh was Ms. Geetanjali’s student at Dnyan 

Prabodhini schools. Ms. Geetanjali’s social work as teacher inspired Mr. Wagh to establish Astitva 

Pratishthan. Now both of them have taken responsibility of this organization and are fully devoted to 

this activity.  

In addition to the Site visit report #1 by Srihari here is additional information and observations. 

Due to Dec 25th Christmas holiday the kids had no classes so all of them were available to meet with 

Seema. Seema met with the teachers first. 3 men and 1 woman teacher are very professional, polite and 

willingly teach and stay at the school.  All the teachers are in the age group of 25 to 35 and are qualified 

to teach. Most of the teachers have been with this organization over 4 years, one being there since start 

of the organization. The kids appeared to be very comfortable talking to the teachers and love their 

teachers.  

We visited the classroom. Besides the desks/benches in the room there were 3-4 desktops lined up as 

computer lab along one wall of the room. Teachers showed computer programs that are offered to 

students in the classroom. They have some interactive eLearning courses for children to learn English. 

Kids like the computer courses and willingly complete their coursework. Science projects were 

showcased on the walls neatly. Since that was holiday some kids were working on their homework in 

the classroom.  

By then breakfast was ready and freshly made Pohe (Indian rice flakes) were served to all.  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/pHahF9U8IvKA7XBs2


Seema then visited the Boy’s one-story room (a separate stand alone building) where many of the boys 

were sitting on the floor and studying. Boys study, sleep and spend their daily routine activities in this 

same room. Older boys go to local school and younger go to classroom on the same premise. There 

were 3- 4 gunny bag sewing machines (for vocational training/jobs) set along one wall for students’ 

training and use. The beddings were rolled neatly by the boys along another wall as this same room is 

used for sleeping. Room was kept clean and tidy.   

Seema then walked the site with Ms. Geetanjali and Mr. Wagh. It is a good piece of land with no 

obstructions for construction. The site has beautiful views of hills and greenery all around. At this time 

there are trespassers those walk or drive thru the site to get across. The organization is concerned about 

their kids safety and have plans to build a fence all around the site.  The current open space, including 

the adjacent 2 acres that is donated by Mr. Wagh to Astitva, allows enough space for a school building 

as well as two separate buildings for Boys and Girls Hostel to be built. The proposed plans look feasible 

and have space to grow.  

In the meanwhile, lunch was prepared in the kitchen on the premises and girls and boys helped in the 

kitchen. We had hot lunch of roti, vegetables, rice and dal served by senior girls. The food was tasty and 

nutritious.  

Seema then met with all the girls to have a open conversation with them. To break the ice Seema played 

a fun game of introduction with the children. They caught on very quickly and their curiosity raised to 

know more about other parts of the world and especially US. Most of the conversation was in English 

and Hindi. The teachers encouraged the kids to communicate in English. Girls were polite, some were 

more curious and asked a lot of intelligent questions. They all were very friendly, some shy, some quiet 

and gelled well with each other. After the conversation they performed dances, recited poems and 

songs. Most of the kid’s mother tongue is Marathi but a few are bilingual (non- Marathi) and have 

learned to speak Marathi as an additional language. Some do understand English but cannot converse in 

English. The school teachers are encouraging all the kids to learn English. Mr. Wagh’s two little 

daughters are very close to all the school girls and are close friends with each other. Though Mr. Wagh 

with his family stays in Pune, his daughters loves to stay at the school at Astitva with other little girls. 

There is lot of trust and love towards Mr. Wagh and his family from all the kids and the teachers at the 

school. 

Boys and girls got together in the corridor space where everyone was seated on mats and presented 

devotional songs. A few of them have learned to play table and harmonium. Mr. Wagh accompanied 

them on tabla and everyone joined in signing.  

Post the music session Seema met with the Boys. Boys had questions about world outside their school 

and what is needed to find jobs and stability. The senior boys have plans to go to college and get 

professional jobs.  

Overall a lot was accomplished in both the site visits. Introduction to the organizers, children and 

teachers was very rewarding. Site looks feasible and suitable for building construction as planned with 

scope to grow. 

The pictures of the visit are at - https://photos.app.goo.gl/pHahF9U8IvKA7XBs2  
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