
Project Prakash Virtual Site Visit   
 
Date/Time: 6-19-2021, 8-9 am EDT 
 
Participants: Manidipa, Hitten, Sai, Tapan Gandhi, Preeti Monga, Rakesh Kumar, Ajay Chauria and 3 
children from Project Prakash / Silver Lining  
 
Virtual Site Visit Link: https://youtu.be/nNtMI0dHQWM 
 
Project Prakash (https://www.projectprakash.org/) an organization based in Delhi is internationally 
known for having pioneered cataract surgeries in children born with congenital cataracts, essentially 
providing sight to an otherwise blind child. They conduct camps where children are screened for vision, 
identify potential candidates for surgery and provide free eyeglasses where necessary. In 2017, Yale 
chapter of Asha for Education, donated funds to Project Prakash to, amongst other things, perform five 
surgeries and distribute 100 pairs of eyeglasses. After surgery the children are taught life skills and are 
then mainstreamed in government schools.  
 
Mrs. Preeti Monga, who is blind, oversees a center in Delhi called Silver Linings (https://silver-
linings.org/). Silver Linings works towards inclusive education for blind children, empowerment of blind 
girls / women, facilitates the reduction of preventable blindness, inclusion of people with disability into 
mainstream, and has a hostel for sight impaired girls. Each child has his/her own Individualized 
Education Plan. There is also education for parents for early intervention for detecting vision impairment 
of children. Currently 6 of the Project Prakash girls are part of Silver Linings.  
 
Tapan is the project leader for Project Prakash. Tapan told us that he was very impressed by Silver 
Lining’s cleanliness and serving of nutritious food and the care and attention they provide to the 
children, and this motivated Project Prakash to work with Silver Linings. 
 
Rakesh takes care of the accounts for Project Prakash. The pandemic has resulted in suspension of 
surgeries and but some of the other work continues to be performed by Prakash. He described that a 
screening camp was last conducted in 2019. Currently about 10 children are awaiting surgery. Many 
more are waiting for eyeglasses. 
 
Three Project Prakash / Silver Lining children participated in the call. They talked about what they liked 
to do, the studies they liked, the pandemic and their aspirations for the future. 
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