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Asha For Education is a non-profit voluntary organization, dedicated to promoting literacy 

among children, particularly the poor and underprivileged, in India.  Asha for Education, Purdue 

Chapter has over 30 volunteers supporting multiple projects in Bihar(Diksha, Naari Gunjan) 

,Himachal Pradesh(Avishkaar), Orissa(Basundhara) and Telangana(Manasa). Asha’s Association 

with Gautam Gauri, Co-Founder & Executive Director, Diksha Foundation began in 2012 with 

support for Diksha KHEL Centre in Patna. In 2017, Gautam was offered support through the 

Asha for Education Fellowship Programme to nurture his ideas on inclusive education and 

community development. The Fellowship is provided to experiment with innovative ideas 

that can improve the quality of education and social emotional development of learners 

from the underprivileged backgrounds.  

Gautam is a highly skilled Educator with a Masters in Primary Education from University of 

Cambridge, United Kingdom and MBA from Institute of Management Technology, 

Ghaziabad, India.  He has been working on the ground in Bihar since 2010.  There are many 

interventions that Gautam has worked on which helps children to learn values, 

self-development and  nurturing leadership potential. These interventions are carried out 

in the form of various programmes that benefit children, teachers as well as parents in one 

way or another.  

The Index for Inclusion, for instance, aims to create inclusive schools where each child is 

treated with dignity and respect irrespective of their biographical identity. The Fellow is 

leading this activity in five schools of Patna . Sessions are organized to bring behavioural 

change amongst the educators and institutional staff; workshops have been organized with 

teachers to build collective ownership of what goes on in the classrooms and the school in 

general. 

Apart from training teachers and educators, the Fellow is also focussed on social and 

emotional development of children. For this he is using the Social Emotional Ethical 

Learning Framework developed by Emory University and the Dalai Lama Trust. Classroom 

activities are being done with children to make them aware, compassionate and 

responsible global citizens. This sort of collaboration is critical for community living where 

children have limited access to resources. 
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Bihar’s civil society is weak on account of multiple factors including lack of trained human 

resources, limited CSR activities and poor infrastructure.  In 2019, the Fellow played an 

instrumental role in the establishment of Bihar Youth Collective - a group of 11 

organizations working on youth education through a civic education programme. This 

project teaches civic rights and responsibilities to youngsters to help them become 

responsible citizens.  Gautam and his team are working with the 11 organizations and CYC, 

India to implement civic education modules with 3000 children in different districts of 

Bihar.  

A society cannot become modern if its most vulnerable and downtrodden sections are not 

integrated into the mainstream. Gautam is working with the Patna Municipal Corporation 

and United Nations Population Fund to develop Patna into a socially inclusive and smart 

city. Gautam is working on a training programme to educate 5000 sanitation workers on 

health, hygiene and safety. Adult education and skill enhancement of the most vulnerable 

sanitation workers is expected to improve the quality of their lives.   

As the world has suddenly been gripped by COVID-19, the Fellow and team Diksha have 

stepped up to deliver essential services with the Patna Municipal Corporation. They are 

working round the clock to train municipal workers on Covid 19, identifying pregnant 

women and linking them to transport for safe delivery, and running an outbound tele 

counselling service for vulnerable citizens of Patna. 

In 2019, Gautam lost his mother to double-hit lymphoma, a rare type of blood cancer. 

Gautam is working to set up a Blood Cancer Support Centre for patients and caregivers 

who need information and guidance regarding lymphoma, leukemia and other forms of 

blood cancers. The centre will provide assistance and necessary information regarding 

treatment options and linkages to doctors across India through telemedicine.  

The fellow can be reached at gautamgauri@dikshafoundation.org 
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