
I am Rajaraman Krishnan, a volunteer of Asha Chennai. I visited 
Senji from 29th Nov to 1st Dec. I visited the school for CP & MR 
children at Avalurpet as well as the schools supported by Project 
Thulasi. The Thulasi project site visit report is not in this document.

See the photos from the Avalurpet CP & MR children’s school here.

I had my lunch at Senji and went to Avalurpet. Paripooranam, 
another Asha Chennai volunteer also joined us there. We first talked 
to Ravi and Sujatha, the husband and wife team who started and are
running this school. They explained to us about the FCRA problems 
faced by Hariksha trust. Asha Chennai is running this project 
primarily because of the problems faced by Hariksha trust. The 
school was originally started by Hariksha trust. I was happy that 
despite all the problems, Ravi and Sujatha were continuing to run 
the school without any drop in the quality of the service.

We then went to the physiotherapy room. The physiotherapist was 
also there. He comes there from Thiruvannamalai. The two Ayahs 
were also there. They were working with the various children. They 
were explaining the improvements in the motor functions of various 
children.  Many of the children have an active mind but cannot 
express themselves because of their physical constraints.

Then we went to the two classrooms. In one classroom, one boy was
running a shop. They use this activity to teach children about 
money, addition and subtraction as well as the basic language and 
other skills required to go and shop for something.

The children were doing things like writing, counting and such 
activities. They were also doing a lot more activities with puzzles 
and such things. This helps improve their motor skills as well as 
their cognitive skills. The teachers showed us what they do with the 
children. One of the things that I saw newly there was story cards. 
The children were given some 10 cards with just pictures. The 
pictures tell a story. The children have to arrange them in the 
correct order to tell the story.

After that we went to the other room with the children who were 
learning regular Samacheer Kalvi curriculum. The childen were aged
8 to 15 or so but were learning at the 3rd std level. Even that was a 
major struggle for them. Most of them couldn’t talk properly and 
had serious physical issues as well. They could all write their names 
and could do basic counting and addition/subtraction. I also tested 
their ability to count claps. They managed that as well. Most of the 
children I met there were familiar to me from my previous visits. 
They also recognized me and were happy to see someone they 
knew.

https://photos.app.goo.gl/z2qhL0VAgs20XAMt1


I hope Hariksha trust is able to sort out their problems with FCRA. 
Till then I assured them that Asha Chennai will work with them to 
continue running the school. Asha Irvine funding the school through 
Asha Chennai has been immensely helpful.


