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Aug 31 -  Sept 2 2023

By Rajaraman Krishnan, volunteer Asha Chennai

Click here to see photos from the site visits.

Thulasi is one of the three main rural projects run by Asha Chennai along with 
Sangamam and Pearl. It operates in the border area between Villupuram and 
Thiruvannamalai districts. As part of the project we are doing the following:

 Support 25 primary and middle schools with computer teachers. Seven of the
schools have regular teachers as well. In 6 of the schools we are also running
the Karadi Path program.

 Two trainers cover schools in 3 blocks in both the districts to give children a 
flavour of computer science.

 Sugadharam project just completed one new toilet at Gengavaram. My visit 
was partly for that purpose.

 The project was also running 4 libraries and one evening tuition centre.

I visited the project from August 31st to Sept 2nd. During this trip I also participated 
in a couple of events related to Thulasi that have been described elsewhere.

 Stationery distribution.
 Inauguration of toilet at Gengavaram

Aug 31st 
Our project coordinator Dhinakaran joined me at Senji and we started out visits.

Melachery

I first visited the middle school at
Melachery and saw our computer
teacher Gnanasoundari’s class. She was
teaching the 5th std students tables in a
text document. She recalled the things
that had been taught previously. Her use
of the terminology was also perfect. But
some of the teaching of shortcuts and
terminology was itself becoming a little

rote. The main problem in the school was lack of 
computers. With just the teachers’ laptop and 
teaching a class of 20 or so children, is difficult. 
Gnanasoundari was handling it quite well.

There was also a small function organised for the
stationery distribution to the children. I 
participated in that as well. The HM was absent 
that and I talked to the assistant HM and she was

very happy with the support from Asha. She also asked for additional computers. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/4mULqZ8oDBfFmVd87
https://chennai.ashanet.org/news/2023/09/inauguration-of-toilet-at-gengavaram/
https://chennai.ashanet.org/news/2023/09/stationery-materials-for-schools-and-students/
http://new.ashanet.org/project/?pid=1261


Nochalur Thathankuppam

This is a small primary school with 25 children. Our teacher Tamilarasi was teaching 
there. The children were typing in Tamil using Bamini font and quite well. I also 
noticed that the children were quite comfortable with saving the file, folders etc. I 
thought I will show them a different kind of classroom activity and did the Wiggly 
Worm activity with them. The children struggled a bit to get the hang of it but over 
time all the children were able to understand the game and some of them were 
doing quite well. The support from the school was once again very good.

Mekalur

We then visited Mekalur, a slightly bigger primary school where our teacher 
Gayathri was teaching. She was teaching text document. The teachers are more 
focussed on the computer curriculum than on teaching other subjects using Asha 
Kanini contents. This was the case with Gayathri as well. The children’s knowledge 
of OpenOffice text document was good. Gayathri had done the grid activity at the 
school. As she was not familiar with the cup activity, I decided to do that. Children 
enjoyed the activity. The school HM honoured me with Pon Adai and thanked Asha a
lot for the support. 

https://studio.code.org/s/coursec-2022/lessons/2
https://www.csunplugged.org/en/at-home/kidbots/


Kamagaram

After that we also picked up the project
steward Paripooranam along the way
and went to Kamagaram. We mainly
went there to see our KaradiPath
teacher Sathya at work. She did very
well and the children also participated
enthusiastically. Some people from the
fire safety department had come to talk
to the children. Therefore we had to
wrap up fast and leave the school. Our KaradiPath program is functioning well at 
this school.

Seeyapoondi

Then we went to the temple at Melmalayanur. Even though I have been to the area 
several times, this is the first time I got to see the temple. We spent some time 
seeing the temple properly.

Then we went to Seeyapoondi.  We have a tuition centre and library functioning in 
the evening at Seeyapoondi. I first went to the tutition centre and met with the 
children there. They invited me and Paripooranam with presents. I talked to the 
children about climate change. Children receive information about the 
environmental damage man is causing and the climate change but without any 
proper understanding. Basic things like what is the percent of CO2 in the air? how is
it causing the tempratures to rise? How will that cause rise in sea level? How does 
that relate to other things like plastic problem, ozone layer depletion (which has 
more or less been solved), deforestation etc? I talked to the children about all these.

Then we also visited the library and interacted a bit with the children.



Sept 1st 
I had stayed overnight at a hotel in Senji. Our project coordinator Dhinakaran once 
again joined me at Senji in the morning. We first visited the inauguration of the 
toilet at Genngavaram. As that is covered in a separate report, I am not discussing 
that here. Our coordinator from Poorna Vidhya project, Malliga, also joined us on our
visits today.

Karikalampadi

From Gengavaram, we went to 
Karikalambadi. There we saw our 
KaradiPath teacher, Sivagami, doing a 
KaradiPath session. Once again our 
teacher’s conducting of the session to be 
good. She did the command path, music 
path etc. the way they should be done 
with good pronunciation and without 
reverting to Tamil. The children were also 

participating very enthusiastically in the session. 

We then went to our computer teacher,
Sathiya’s class. She conducted the grid
activity for the children. The children
liked this activity. The teacher
conducted it properly. I gave her a few
minor suggestions. We didn’t have the
time to see our regular teacher Nithya’s
class. We then went to the
Kanniyampoondi school next door to
have lunch there. That school HM, Ms. Ramani, always makes lunch for us. We 
enjoyed her food this time as well. 

Keezh Pennathur library



Next we visited the library at Keezh Pennathur. The library belongs to the Consumer
Protection Agency. They were allowing Asha to run the library for children. The 
children from the primary school next door to the library come for a couple of hours 
each day. Our librarian there, Abhinaya, conducts good activities and has turned the
library into a good activity centre. The children read books for us and told us 
stories, showed us the craft work they have done and also showed us a couple of 
science experiments. It was functioning very well. We hope to replicate its success 
in our other libraries.

Sirunathur

We then visited Sirunathur. Our CS trainers were visiting the school. Saravanan 
used to work as an Asha teacher. He cleared TET and has been posted in Villupuram
district. He has been instrumental in bringing many of the schools into the umbrella 
of Asha’s support. He currently  works at Siranathur.

We first went to see the Digital Literacy activities conducted by our trainers Nethaji 
and Vignesh. They were both doubling up here as the school was a bigger one and 
we were still have some problems in getting permissions in the schools where 
Vignesh was going. On that day Nethaji
was conducting the DL activity for
creating a table in a text document and
inserting pictures also into the
document. The activity was a little
rushed and students didn’t get to fully
complete. There were some gaps in the
way Nethaji introduced the students to
the activity. He needs to show the
children what the end state will look like. I provided that feedback and then 
interacted a bit with the children. The children were very happy for this opportunity 
to learn computers. Last year Gnanasoundari had done some programming 
activities. Many of the children still remembered it.

We then met with the headmistress. All the other teachers also came to meet with 
us. They wanted us to take up the school for our usual support and not just for the 
Explore program. With Saravanan there, the school knew exactly what are all the 



things Asha will usually provide and then wanted all these things for their school as 
well. While ask for these, they were also very appreciative of the Digital Literacy 
exposure we were providing to the children through our Explore program. I assured 
them that we will certainly keep the school at the top when we are considering 
expansion of our program.

So Polankunam Library

Our last stop for the day was at this library. Here the library building was situated 
right without the school campus. The school buildings here looked very good as 
they had been constructed for them by a Corporate recently. Even though we 
reached the school late, after the closing time, most of the teachers were waiting 
there to see us and local children from nearby had also stayed back to interact with 
us. Our librarian, Meena, had just started a few days earlier. The children were quite
good at this school and they were able to read some of the books and also told me 
some stories. I also told them a story. I am hopeful of having another good library 
running here.

Sept 2nd 
Today was the monthly meeting of Thulasi teachers. I also got to participate in that. 
Teachers had planned several presentations.

 Scratch programming by Gnanasoundari.
 Presentation on NaCl and I2 salts by Girija.
 Some fun puzzles Maths games by Anjalai and Nithya.
 Science Experiments  by Sasikala.
 Science Experiments by Anushya, Tamilarasi and Mageswari.

I spoke to the teachers broadly about
administrative matters like Asha
Chennai’s growth and how Thulasi project
will also continue to grow, various things
happening across projects like stationery
distribution, uniform distribution etc. In



the afternoon I had the time to cover only one topic with the teachers. I talked to 
them about area and perimeter and how that should be taught to children.

Final Words
Thulasi is doing well as a project. I got to see the computer teachers, CS trainer, 
KaradiPath teachers and also librarians in action. They all did their work well and 
showed a good understanding of what they should be doing. Administrative side 
was also being handled well by Dhinakaran with oversight from Paripooranam. I was
glad to have the opportunity to see all the aspects of the project over these 3 days.
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